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,, PREFACE 

/ The’ pres'ent volume is not a regular history of the 
"Youth ■ Movement ;in India. -It is only a collection of 
some significant speeches and addresses of some of the 
.•top-most youth leaders' delivered by them in the hey- 
-day's of the youth movement' in India. 

The left viing in India was never so strong as in 
J 928 and 1929, Although there, had been offhand gather- 
ings of the youth in certain parts of the country, yet.be- 
.cause there was no central organisation existing anyuherc 
their voice as an independent entity in the higher politics 
of the nation could not he recognised until 1928 and 1929 
when Naujwan Bharat Sabha wa? formed and youth 
movement took an organised shape. * There 
were signs of youth uprising during the partition days 
in Bengal no dcubt, and also in Mahatathlra and the 
Punjab in 1907 when the Great Mahrashtrian Leader 
Lokmanya Bal Ganga Tilak and S. -Ajit Singh and 
Tiala ;Lajapl Rai preached a new gospel to the youth 
.and the students but we cannot call v these upheavals as 
'youth movements in ibc' constitutional sense, of the 
<crnj. - ‘ , 

' The constitulionM politics of the youth and 'studciits 
in ' the words' of Suljhas Bojc ' Mere the result* 
•of *‘a fethng of dlssatUlaction sNith the existing order of 



will prove to be a source of inspiration for the future 
heirs of free India and help in removing confusion from 
the minds of the students, desirous of taking part in the 
politics 


Jai Hind. 


Lahore, 


DURLAB SINGH 
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“Anj> association of young men or of women does not deserve 
the designation of youth association. A social service league or 
a famine relief society is not necessarily a Youth association. A 
Youth association is characterised by a feeling of dissatisfacliort 
with the present order of things^ the desire for a better order 
accompanied by a vision of that order. Youth Movements are 
not reformist in outlook but revolutionary^ A feeling of 
restlessness — of impatience with the present order, must come 
into existence before any Movement can start. Personally / do 
not consider tAtJ Movement of to’dav to be a twentieth century 
phenomenon or an accidental phenomenon. This ts true of everv 
age and every clime. From the time of Socrates and Buddha, 
men have been inspirei by a rtiwn of a better world and under 
that inspiration have endeavouted to reconstruct society. The 
Movements of the modern age are cfiaracterised bv a similar 
vuton and a similar ejort. Whether it is Bolshevism in Russia 
or Fascism in Italy or of the Young Turk movement in Turkey — 
whether it is a movement in China or 'in Persia or in Germany^ 
eveywhste you will find the same vision and the same objective. 
Wherever the older generation of leaders have failed. Youth 
have become sef conscious and have taken upon themseloes the 
responsibility of reconstructing society and of guiding it on 
toivardi a better and nobler state of existence. 


SUBHAS CHA^DRd BOSE' 



** India is an tpUome of the vaorld. India's problemt, are 
world~problems in miniature. The solution of Indices problems 
is therefore solution of world-problems. India lives .to-dav 
in spite of untold suffering and misery and in , spite of nitmerour^ 
invasions — became she has a mission to fulfil. India fias to 
save htreself because by sating herself she will save ,the worldi 
India has to attam freedtm because a free India will be., able to 
make a suitable contribution to the culture and chilization of the 
world The world <5 anxiously awaiting India's. gift.. IVilhout 
that, the world util be all the poorer. ^ , , 

^'Friends, our responsibility is great, in every age, in 'every 
clitre. Touths hate been the torch-bearers of liberty. We have 
to /lie up to the example of youths abroad, IVhat 'they have 
atktetid elsewhere, certainly the Youth of India can achieve here' 
f only we rise to the occasion. We are living in momentous 
times and tkefa'e of India is in the hands of the Youths. ‘ I 
have no doubt that the Youths of this country realise the great 
tespomitility that rests on them. I have no doubly that through' 
their sacrifice, suffering and labour India will before long be a 
free country — a country where men and women w'll born fete 
and will have equal opportunities for education and development. _ 
India shall be free -of that there is not the slightest doubt. 
The enty question is, when she uill be free. We base all b-tn 
born j/atei but let us ell resolve to die as free m*n. And if we 
ate not to see India free tn our own Ufe-timt let tit at lea't die 
in the atUmpt to free India— The Path to freedom is a ihortiy 
Jalh—lut is also the path to immortality. To /Atf nolle path 
i innte you^m^ sisters and brothers 


SUB HAS CHAXDRA BOSE 



** In all countries, either Asiatic or European, youth hate 
ployed and ate still playing a prominent port in the 
Political, social and economic revolution that has brought about 
■a regeneration or restoration of fallen nations or oppressed 
countries. 

** The economic revival of Germany after the Great War was 
no doubt due to the strenou> eforts of the youth. The potitical 
emancipation of Ireland was the result of concerted and well- 
equipped jouth organisation of that couitry. In the Egyptian 
struggle for independence he youth again are the standard bearers 
of /National honour and National freedom. The Fascist move- 

ment in Italy ts but another phase of universal activity as the young 
Turks and Afghan ts seltcting against ike old enervating customs 
and superstitions of thtir respective countries. But the most 
recent and perhaps the most inspiring of all examples is that of 
China, and the achievements of young Nationalist China are one 
■of the most wonderful political phenomena of modern times. 

" Thus when theyouth of 'oil civilized countries in the world 
is awakened and carrying on incessant struggle and rebellion 
Mgainst all the existing evils and stagnation, even when the 
Afghanyoulh, who Out yesterday as considered was belonging la a 
•stmi-eiviltztd and fanatic hill tribe, is up and has joined the 
ytntral ranks and file of the youth reformers of the world, is it 
■conceivable that the Indianyouth alone should lag behind ? Nay 
lAat if not possible. The time has come, indeed it is long past, 
when the energetic spirits, enthusiatic and patriotic youth in 
India is also expected to awake and shake off the paralysing 
effects of long lethargy and join his youthful comrades in the 
toofU, to do service to his dear motherland and to help and co- 
eperate in reshaping his country and thus, in reconstructing the 
word.** 


K. F- NARIMAN 


/ 

INDIA AND THE WORLD YOUTH 

It is necessary to define here the meaning and 
the courses of economic domination, commonly knovsn 
a* imperialism, which, you will all admit has ever been 
the outstanding cause of all wdrs in the last few 
centuries. 

The conditions of affairs in my unfortunate 
country after more than a century and a half of the 
rule of British imperialism will, I am sure, convince any 
honest person of the disastrous and dangerous effects of 
this form of organised plunder and scientific frec-bootery. 
Vou will easily realise how the permanent peace of the 
Vkorld is impossible without a complete removal of all 
forms of Imperialism. 

We arc a nation of 320 millions of people. More than 
half of the population, and it will not be very far from 
truth if I say 80 per cent, of the people, hardly get two 


Mr. SaDyaVs Speech at The ‘.Vorld Youth Peace Congresi 
peced at Erede, Ommem, Holland oa the 19th Auguit, 1928.' 
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square meals a day. Nearly the same number fails it> 
clothe themselves properly and the condition of hpusing- 
cannot even be imagined ^by yqu^ in^this part of the 
world. Mbre men die' fn one' yea/ 'from one’ ^disease — 
*‘MaIaria”— in my province of Bengal alone, than the 
number sacrificed per annum in the ' last great war. 
Taking India as a .whole ’ every 5 'seconds' one of* my 
countrymen is seeking eternal .peace. *In parts of the. 
big cities more tharf 3 00 infants die out-'of every. lOOQ. 
born. > ’»• 


Only 9 percent of the people are literate iii British 
India while in Somd of these native States literacy is’ as' 
Idrgfe as 63 to 70'per cent There' is 'no political power* 
of the pco'ple and the whole governmental ' machinery 

cailotis Co all sense of tespohsibiUty to the sons ’of tlw? 
soil. And’ alt ttiis is riot due to’ any inherent 'physical’df 
cultural defects of 'fhe people,'* nor on account of the' 
inadequacy of natural resources. The’plundw' of India 
set in motion .the n|U4 of . P^isloy? and Manchester ,'and 
it,js a maticr ofcommpnjjknowiedgc that ihc wealth, o/j 
an^^country attracted always the traders .and exploiters 
from ail parts of (he norJd. ' 

' • ‘In the domains -oi' culture India t has ’cbnlriboto^ 
some cf the finest thoughts and haS ‘a ira’ditibn Vhibh 'tnahV'' 
of your western countries would be proud to possess. 
In its place to-day there is nothing more left tha« » 
starving, dehumantsed mass of men who have hardly a 
conjciomncss of life itself.. 

, Tl»e condition of youth in such a country can only 



be imagined. Unemployment is acute in all spheres of 
life. The economic circumstances have shaken the whole 
fabric of society and stark poverty and ignorance 
prevent any work of reconstruction. The few educaicd 
young men who feel it their duty to set themselves to 
the service of the people are at every step hindered in 
their work by the agents of the repressive government. 
If they dare to question the methods of the bureaucracy 
or even when they rise above the erdinary and are 
likely to be troublesome to the irresponsible Government 
the whole machinery of repression is Icvflled against 
them. Youngmen are arrested without warrant and 
arc detained in jail without trial and without even 
allowing them to know why they arc imprisoned Tne 
period of such detention has extended to upwards of 
three years and many have perished unknown and unwept 
in unknown corners of Prisons — sometimes far away from 
their own districts. The few that manage to survive 
this oppression are ever crippled physically atd 
economically and arc forced to sacrifice their ideal of 
service. This same tragic tale is met with everv where — 
in Egypt, in China, in Mexico, Nicaragua, Morocco , 
Indonesia and in all parts of Africa. 

How can you expect to tstabUsh world-peace and 
unite the whole youth of the world so long as such con- 
ditions prevail ? 

An English friend questioned the veracity of my 
statements. Yes I They arc so horrible that they seem 
quite incredible. I invite him to be convinced whh 
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facts quoted from Government records and from the 
•wriungs of British historians. A search for truth pays 
and I challenge anyone to disprove me My cducauon 
•that enables me to speak here has been cited as instance 
•of the benefits of British rule- But, I believe, that, in 
itself, is the greatest condemnation of Imperialism. 
I had an average intelligence as any of you, but on 
.account of the narrow imperial culture that has been 
permitted to dominate the whole sphere of life in Indta^ 
1 cm speak but one language here. The whole of the 
non- English speaking western world, their achievc» 
•men ts, history and culture, have been kept away from 
the Indian Youth ! I cannot cone into more intimate 
•contact with many of you as I would. 

Will you help us in breaking the barriers and enable 
us to stand by your ride as brothers and sisters and work 
with you in the achievement of that one end -the end 
•of peace and love - which is the only foundation on 
which the kingdom of heaven can be constructed on 
•this earth. 

If you choose to take up the cause of Justice and 
-righteousness in order to secure living peace -not the 
peace of a dead and inert ph>'sical matter- I ask you 
to give your most serious attention to this aspect of the 
•<juestion, and I know your youth will give you the 
tiecrssary t trength to stand up a gain it all odds and to 
<JeclafC your determination to eitabh'sh equ silty, freedom, 
jkitd lasting peace among the free and self determining 
otirriis of iJie world, Tlic complaint is made that tlte 
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outlook of oriental youth is still confined to nationalism. 
Will you not help them to rise above their narrowness 
and to realise that ideal of universal love and brother- 
hood which is one of the noblest heritage of the East ? 

For the attainment of peace Imperialism must go. 
It has created havoc not only upon the oppressed count- 
ries, but the demoralisation that has followed upon its 
practice in the seemingly prosperous countries of Europe 
and America, is no less acute. The whole outlook on 
life in the west has been tained with the false idea that 
the value of man depends upon his consumption. The 
■economic measure of the standard of life of the individual 
has been defined to be the extent of his expenditure. 
The social value of the man has thus been completely 
ignored and the entire structure of existence has been 
<x>nstructed on rather shaky foundations. The real 
value of a man should be the true measure of his 
standard of life. This is his contribution to society, 
material and non-material, less his consumption. If we 
built our economic ideas on this basis we will not need 
at all a man like Budha or Tolstoi, a man of low 
standard of life. With the removal of individual ex- 
ploitation the tendencies for economic domination will 
disappear. 

Some friends have asked us to rely on the League 
of Nations. What is the character of the League now ? 
It is a travesty of truth to call it a “ Lcague of Nations ** 
when it is, as you all know, merely a League of dipk>- 
'mats, of pirates that arc anxious to* maintain their 
position of eminence through conspiracy and through 



mutual share of the boot}'. Has the cauie of righteousness 
and peace been advanced by an iota by this organization 
of ever suspicious ministers ? 

Nearly 150 Conferences on diiarmamenr will give 
you llic answer. About die operations in the oriental 
countries, in the colonics, and even on smaller European 
States, our friends ought to know, that the League has 
no jurisdiction. The specific instances of Britain’s 
conduct towards Egypt a few months ago, and the 
outrages on China, Iraq, Morocco and at Tyrol will, I 
trust, convince my friends of the helplessness of oppressed 
peoples under the rule of the League. To those that arc 
very optimistic about the future I have only one thing to 
say that tl t heavy edifice of international justice cannot 
be built on this weak foundation. India is proclaimed 
as a member of the League in some respects. Do you 
know that Indian people cannot have even a word at 
the selection of *' their ” representative ? The mem* 
her when he sits is not free to vote on the League, and 
the weight of India is only misused by Great Britain 
against the other participants on the commission The 
Mandate policy hij afforded only another opportunity 
for the Big Powers to oppress the weak, small nationa* 
litics, when any seiious question affecting the interest of 
the Big Powers crops up and when these disagree, the 
Mandate Commission becomes powerless. 

Under the cloak of the Mandate do you realise that 
a Middle East Empire has grown up out of the last 
World* War ? Do you seriously believe that such an 
'.agreement can even secure peace ? 
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We have come all the way at your invitation 
with the hope and expectation that you will give your 
fullest consideration to the matter and make it pos- 
sible for East md West to meet together not with a 
spirit of suspicion and fear as our diplomats have 
often met, but with real sympathy and fraternity, we 
want a definite lead from you. Advise us what we 
should do and think seriously of the responsibilities that 
you mas be prepared to undertake on our behalf. 

. My friends of sincere convictions have placed before 
■us nuraerouf idealistic and realistic suggestions— Anar- 
chist^, Physiocrats, Social Democrats, Anti-Militarists, 
Lcaaue of Nations enthusiasts, and last but not the least 
the Communists None of these programmes appeal to 
us as practical propositions, and some appear to be 
fundamentally contradictory to eastern conditions The 
only pragramme that has some crelit of experiment 
behind it b that of the communists. It appeals to my 
head but fails to inspire any response from our hearts. 
It appears to me to ignore the natural and fundamental 
instincts of family and love I am not afraid of the label, 
but I fail to understand how the superior position of one 
class over another can lead to c%’erlasling peace. ' The 
success of the programme in the conditions of life in our 
countty is also very doubtful. 

Although my faith in human goodness and in the 
power of love becomes shaken when I loot upon the 
eufTeringi of our people and our honest young persons, I 
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am still mustering courage to stick to the spirit of non- 
violence which has been propounded by our revered 
countryman, Mahatma Gandhi Whether we shall have 
to forsake that faith and to seek that through commu- 
nism, depends entirely on you, my friend in the rmperia- 
listlc countries. We arc only awaiting your reply and 
active response. 

The power of imperialism lies in keeping the pseoplr 
in general in complete darkness about the real happen- 
ings in the oppressed countries. A few capitalists who* 
alone benefit out of the exploitations and who in most of 
the western countries constitute the real power behind 
the state, misuse the powers of Government, and while 
they secure all the plunder the whole nation is put to 
disrepute. The most mischievous propaganda is carried 
on through the press to convey to the people and also 
to the youth a mutilated and garbled statement of afiairs 
and what is the entire basis of existence of the capitalists 
becomes the “ White Men’s burden ” for the masses. 
Cannot the youth of the west make up their mind to 
combat this state of affairs by securing and giving due 
publicity to the absolute truth about the happenings in 
the oppressed oriental countries and Africa? Arc you 
mere idea lists, who do not inspire confidence in us by )Our 
active work f 

Tlicrc arc two more requests that I shall make. The 
strength of imperialism lies in militarism and in economic 
exploitation. What arc you going to determine now 

• hencefonvard In these wpects ? You do not certaml 
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expect the yotith of the oppressed countries to sing 
hatlelajah when your bayonets will stick into their 
breasts^ when your cruisers will threaten Egypt and 
China to accept terms of a peace "proposals”, and your 
aeroplanes will disturb the classic quiet of inoffensive 
Persia. Will it be too much to expect that you will 
refrain from joining in any army, nav>’, or air forces, 
specially those that may be utilised beyond the territorial 
jurisdictions of your respective countries ? Will it not be 
possible for you to refuse your co-operation to your ex- 
ploiting capitalists, merchants and industrialists ? 


If you only confine yourselves within a more reason- 
able way of life these things that we specifically make a 
request to you for will become easy. If your country 
cannot feed you we invite you to the East to make it 
your * home * permanently, and by your example 
and work to infuse new life there. Your 
countrymen that have been there in the past went 
out simply to make money, and after securing as much 
as they could by means, fair or foul, came away. Their 
greed and hurry made them forget all sense of moral 
justice, their life in the East both of the man and -the 
woman is one of the most reckless and vicious — both in. 
social and personal affairs. When they came back after 
amassing some wealth they became the moat reactionary 
and abominable members of European society under the 
gab of the name of gentleman. When you will make 
the East your home there will be no such dang<r— no 
fear for the lUist, in any way. 
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There can be no compromise with evil and talks of 
Dominion Status, etc., are a myth. Imperialism must be 
abolished in all its forms. There can be only two things 
in the world — domination or self-determination. India, 
Eg>pt, Africa, Nicaragua, Indonesia must have complete 
national independence. Self-Government in its worst 
form is preferable to good. Government, and therefore 
any change in the organization of the present bureau- 
cratic arrangement will not give peace. The whole 
•order of things requires change and reconstruction. Let 
us have our rights to bring food and clothing to our 
starving millions aiid make them realise*thac they are also 
human beings as you and lam. 

I charge you with the sins of your forefathers 
and demand justice at the altar of youth, with 
^ view to secure permanent peace of the world. 
The way to peace can be paved with righteous- 
ness, and when we will secure it we shall sing together, 
Om Santi, Om Santi, Om Santi. 



The Mission of the Youth 


‘*Voar tmraediace mission is national. It is nottr 
high time that you should decide whether India should 
’he free or be a subject country of a foreign nation. 
The fatt o' unbarn India depends upm your courage and 
sacrifice and our mother country calls upon you for yigorous and 
manly action The eyes of all our countrymen, are now 
«pon the youth of Kerala, because the social and 
-economical iniquities under which the people of Kerala 
suffer are a stumbling block in the way of real political 
work in your province. It is a national problem and it 
could be soloed oulj by youngmen with burning patriotism which 
would face machine guns. Our liberty and national honour are in 
Earner. If the jaung men of to-day would act bravely, 
nation 2/ victory is certain If you fail our children and gTand~ 
children would curse you. Our cause is noble you may have 
to die in the struggle far Jr/edem^ tut your memoiy would live. 
Under the influence of the enemy of our national 
freedom, some of our own misguided countrymen may 
abuse us or stone us to death But your country should 
be your idol and its service your religion, Swarajya your 
goal. British Imperialism, which keeps us in bondage, 
not only denies us our birth- right, but suppresses our 

Dr. VardaTjti’U Xaidu’s Presidrntfal Address at the First 
Kerala Youth CDuference at Payyanur (Tellicheriv district), on 
27th May, 1928. 
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natural desire for our national growth and development.. 
It has enslaved our body and mind and as a result^ 
there are parties and individuals in this country, who- 
are prepared to sell their national and individual- 
honour for a job in the Government service. 

— PJedged to these ideals of political freedom and 
social justice, youngtnen should organise themselves, 
in small groups to promote and foster the growth of a. 
United Indian Nation to remove all causes of inter* 
communal discord and separatist tendencies by 
vigourously working for the equality and liberty of men,, 
by throwing overhoard caste and creed distinctions. 
Vougmen should pledge headlong in to the nadonai 
service unmindful of the consequences. You may perish 
in this struggle. India wants thousands of youngmen 
with Jove and life that Lakshmana offered to Sri 
Ramchandra in the Ramayana. i^herever our national selj~ 
respect is in danger, whenever the British attempts to tighten 
the grip over our country, youngmen should rifer their services 
unsolicited. Naiionalism is the most potent power that 
would make you a brave soldier. It is a panacea for 
the weary spirit. Young men should look out and lose 
no time otherwise they shall fall behind in the race for • 
National service. I ask every one of you assembled here 
to realite the greatest responsibility of a young man. 
Indian Pfation it in the mahing and the watk it great ; your ‘ 
path is full of thorns. Tour sacrifices may go un-noticed and- 
kmeeognistd and even un-keard of. Our own countrymen 
would persecute you and be little your great services. 



Dr, Hamao’s Speech 

I visited Cambridge in the year 1921. I happened/ 
to be walking with Sir Earnest Rutherford, the great 
Physicist and was struck when I saw that in the middle 
of the day many of the young students of the University" 
were playing tennis and other games. This somewhat 
shocked my susceptiblUtes as a scholar and I remarked 
** Sir Earnest, it seems to me that Cambridge is a place 
for play and not for study.” Sir Earnest replied :r 
**Wc do not seek in this University to produce book- 
worms. We seek to produce men who can govern an^ 
empire”. 

“Truely the function of a University is not tO' 
manufacture book-worms ; it is to make men who can 
worthily hold their own in life and show that they are 
worthy sons of a worthy country. That is the function, 
of a University, We, in India have no empires to- 
govern ; we have no colonics to rule. But we have our- 
own country in which we seek to live— in which we- 
seek to find expression for our national genius 

**And so our Universities have to seek to perfonzk 
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this task of training her sons and da ughtcrs so that they 
may be worthy citizens and find avocations in which they 
can bring happiness to themselves and honour to their 
country. 

And so it is, that if ?you young students desire to 
have an education of the kind that is worth having you 
will have to feel that you arc the architects of your own 
hands. You have to organise, you have to think out 
what kind of education you desire to have ; you will have 
to seek to create conditions which will secure for you the 
right type of education, the right kind of opportunities 
and the right kind of freedom for achievement. 

In the course of my travels abroad I had the prit'i- 
Icgc of visiting some of the Universities in Germany. To- 
day Germany is a country that is passing through cir- 
cumstances of great dt/Ticultics. She has had to pay the 
pcn.ahy for the sins of her rulers- But one thing impres. 
sed me and that is the great spirit of her people, the 
great spirit of her young men, their determination to 
rise superior to all the diflicuUies and to show tlMt 
Germany had a culture of her own, that she has an 
unquenchable thirst for knowledge— an indomitable 
spirit to assert Iieiicif and to sliow that, sooner or later, 
a lime will come when Germany will hav'c to be reeog* 
uitedatoneof ihe foremost nations of her people — a 
great spirit. And, lo my mind, this is an example, 
which we, in India, may do well to follow. Tlie spirit 
of a |>rop1c is best shown, not when they arc triumphant 
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What impressed me most was that there was not 
single individual either in the Universincj or outside* 
them, who suffered from the spirit of defeatism ; there 
was no one who had developed the most dangerous of 
all complexes, the inferiority complex. Every where 
there was hope, that was confidence in the future of the 
motherland — a confidence that whatever might be her 
position to*day, a day would come when she would again 
secure her place under the sun. Now, my young friends, 
that is the spirit — the spirit of confidence that we have 
to strive to have and to develop. 

Having lived 23 years of my life in Bengal, I 
know something of the great difficulties in wjiich Bengal 
lives and suffers to-day. These difficulties I need not 
detail : these difficulties arc disease, poverty and helf>- 
lessness. These difficulties are great, they arc serious. 
But I ask you : Do you intend to remain helpless and 
imagine that these difficulties arc insurmountable and. 
there is nothing that can be done to overcome them ? 
The spirit of dcfcaiiim'-thc spirit of the inferiority com- 
plex— that is the prelude to the death of the nation. 
The moment you feel that these circumstances cannot be 
set aside, cannot be overcome that moment it is as well 
to >\rite yourselves down as an extinct nation. What >ou, 
have to do is to look around and try to solve these pro- 
blems in a small way, little by little, and to build up for 
younclvcs happier envuronments in which the genius of 
the people can find free expression. Lesson* of self help 
sclf-re.alisadon and self confidence — these will not be 
taught to you by the older men. These must come i*- 
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-you fioia the spirit of youth. Youth - the unqucncb* 
able fire of youth — that is what can solve the problems 

Bengal and not the cautious and halting counsels of 
the aged. At the same time, my young friends, I 
would like to emphasize that >ou should not be one sided 
in your activities. To my mind, one of the greatest 
necessities of to-day both in Bengal and India, is to 
realise the part in national welfare played by constructive 
intellectual activity. 

What 1 am trying to bring home to you is this : There 
are two kinds of hcroism,one kind of heroism is that which 
show’s itself in the desire to do something all at once —the 
kind of heroism that led people to the last Great War to 
make the supreme sacrifice of their country’. But there 
•is a better kind of heroism, not of isolated action but the 
heroism that shows Itself in the constant application to 
the daily task, in the inflcxialc determination to over- 
.come difficulties and to create a new environment. 
That kind of heroism that shows iwelf in the will to 
‘ sacrifice. What I desire to emphasize to you my young 
friends is this : Seek lo assert yourselves, seek to create 
new environments for yourself by solid constructive work 
— ^work that can never allow iti;!f to o- diverted into 
this or that path but will gu on the traight patli with 
fixed concentration till the end is achieved. That is the 
kind of heroism that we in India need to-day that ti the 
kind of herotian which, if it becomes, as it ought to be, a 
common phenomenon, will secure for ndia a place in 
the sun— the place that she dr sires. 

. .^^herever, I went, there vvas r»t lea«i m the circles in 
which I was privileged to move, a ir.dnAuiitt ihat India, 

, her great past and by hrr pirn - i pa*Uion, had the 
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"unquestioned right to develop her own culture for the 
•continuation of the long and glorious history of her 
.people. It was everywhere realised that we are not to be 
-classed with the disappearing types of Buih Australians 
or Red Indians. We are a people who have the right 
•to live and live in circumstances which wc determine for 
ourselves. That feeling regarding India may not have 
found expression in the columns of the newspapers : but 
it is there in ihe intelligentsi of Europe — among those 
who have eyes to see and ears to hear. They may not 
-always deem it advisable to write it down but they give 
vcxpression to it in conversation. That great task lies 
before you. It is for you to seek just what you require. 
That spirit would take you long way towards the achieve^ 
ment of those ideals in the different fields of life which 
-you wiU seek to establish. 

I like to see the students have intellectual honesty, 
■intcllcctuil independence while they preserve decorum 
-and due forms of respect for the professors, not to culti* 
-vatc among yourselves the desire that you should be 
Tcspcctcd. Do not imagine when I say this that I am 
speaking from the point of view of students alone. To 
•my mind it is a mistake to imagine that professors in a 
-university benefit the students and not vice- Versa. In a 
-true university it is not only the students who benefit 
•from their being in touch with the students. It is the 
contact between older minds stored svith knowledge and 
-perhaps not so rcsx)nsivc to new ideas, and fresh young 
minds umampered by excess of knowledge, but full of the 
desire to learn, it is the contact between the old and 
• -young minds that leads to real ad\*aDCcmcnl ofknoss-ledgc 
itnd there is no greater privilege for a professor than to 
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have as students you ngmen who while )ie]JiiJg lo none- 
in their respect for him, have none the less the' 
courage of their convictions; v/ho while prepared to ic&rn 
are also between the professors and the students. Whe- 
ther such relationship can be established and happily- 
carried out depends to a very large extent on yourselves- 
You must shake off the spirit of the inferiority complex. 

In the world of knowledge we arc now seeking to 
create a new heaven and a new earth. Knowledge i& 
undergoing a continual transformation, it is receiving 
new impetus everyday. And what we find in the field of 
Physics and I believe in other sciences is this ; Young 
minds in the Universities by coming to grips with the- 
problems still unsolved under the leadership of the oldec- 
minds are succeeding in finding a way on to uewachievc* 
ments. In the Universities of Europe you find to-day 
occupying honoured chairs youngmen 20, 22, or 25 years- 
old. Science teachers up the gospel of youth t'outh dong- 
can Break through the traditions — rt^id and discarded beliefs f io- 
dnd a uay to new aehitvements atd I ask you my young friendr 
to realise that call to exert yourselves and seek the tneth, not the- 
knowledge that lies buried in books but the true krxowledgt that' 
can Only cortfe from intellectual effort It would be a great, 
mistake to imagine that the mere desire — the mere expres- 
sion of emotion — will carry ^’ou to tht desired end. It it 
the gospel of work ; it is the gospel of strenuous endeatour that P 
tdsh to preach to you to-day." 

** {fjou really seek to reach the aims of your Astoetalion, 
ifjeu really desire that Bengal should once again reach her 
it is for you, by hard labour^ by strenuous thuihtt Bjt> 
wtton to the interests af roue AlmansaUr and of roue eauitry 
destiny be at hu red 



TO THE YOUTH 


have aU b^en bom slaves but 1st us all 
'resolve to die as freemen. And if ive tire not to sse India 
fres in o'-tr ou'ii life time, ht us at least die in the attempts 
-to free Jndta. 

The PjiJi 0 “^ freedom is a thorny path — is aho 
the rath to i'Ti nortaliti\ To fiis noM? pith I invite you — 
Aly sisters and brothers of my country.” 


Si hkas Bose. 



TO THE STUDENTS 

'‘As the heirs of a free India, the students, have to 
train themselves in such a manner as to be the rioneers in 
Ae social reconstruction and torch-bearers in the path of 
freedom. The path to freedom is no doubt a thornv path, 
but it is the path to immortality "leading to glory imperish- 
able*'" Students of India. Unite — "form a happy band, 
and march shoulder to s^ioulder along its noble path." 

Suhhas Bose. 



I 

Mr.SUBHAS CHANDRA BOSE 

**'Therc are people in this counf-y, and some of 
them eminent in public life, who look upon the Youth 
Movement of to-day with some degree of disfavour or 
confess chat they do not appreciate the purpose and 
significance of this movement. There are other people 
who do not realise the inner meanings of the Youth 
Movement but who nevertheless have joined this 
movement probably out of a feeling that a movement 
should not be allowed to grow in which they do not 
play some part, 

"From the dawn of the present renaissance in 
India up till to-day, several movements and thought- 
.currents, have appeared one after another* That in 
addition to these movements another movement should 
come into existence in the shape of the Youth Move- 
ment, is in. itself a sufficient proof that such a pheno- 
menon was called for. There is certainly some funda- 
mental craving in the soul of the individual and of 
the nation to satisfy which the Youth Movement had 
to be carried What is that fundamental craving ? 
It is the desire for freedom and self-fulfilment. 

"The country needs to-day a movement which 
will vouchsafe to the individual and to the nation 

• Famous address dilntred by him at the tirit C. P, Youth Con- 
rerence held at Nagpur on the 29lh Nov. 1D29, 
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complete croancipatioJi ftom bondage of every kind as 
well as the fullest power of self fulfilment and self- 
expression. There are people who should like to 
convert our Youth Conferences into the back benches 
•of the Indian National Congress, but little do . they 
understand the purpose and significance of the. Youth 
Movement. 

"Indian National Congress being primarily a. 
political tody, is naturally restricted in the scope. 
Fven with regard to the political problem its objective 
lias not yet been declared to be full independence, ft 
is not therefore a matter for surprise that youngmen 
and young- women, who sec life as one whole and who 
•desire freedom in every shape of life, should feel 
dissatisfied with a purely political body like the Indian 
National Congress and would hanker after a movement 
■which endeavours to satisfy all the cravings of the 
human soul and the needs of our life. It therefore 
follows that while the Youth Movement is not 
merely political, it is not non-poUtical, In its scope 
if is as large as life. And since the whole includes all 
Its pans, it is certain that the growth of the Youth 
Movement will stimulate our political development 
as well. 

“The Youth Movement is an emblem of our 
dissatisfaction -with the present order of things. It 
stands for the revolt of Youth against agc-long bond- 
age, tyranny and oppression. It seeks to create a new 
and better world for ourselves and for humanity by 
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Killing all shac'tles Ml giving the fulkst scope to 
the creative activity of mankind. The Youth Move- 
ment is not therefore an allitional or an exotic growth 
superimposed on the movements of to-day It is a 
genuine indtpandent movement, the main -springs of 

which he deeply embedded in human nature’ 

_ “This movement has come into existence because 

It fulfils, or strives to fulfil, a crying need of the tlm- 
and the cravings of the human soul. If on- do-s not 
realise the inner mianings and purpose of the move- 
ment. he can do nothing by merely joining the move- 
mjat or by capturing ” youth associations. To my 

mmd any association of .oung men and youag women 

unless 

It has all the characteristics of the latter. As I have 
already hinted, all Youth Movements are characterised 
by a feeling of restless less and of dissatisfaction with 
the existing state of things and they seek to usher in 
a better order. Tney stand for freedom from bonda-e 
and for revolt against custom and authority, where 
custom and authority militate against the promptings 

deuce r'.'J Their motto is. self-confi- 

dence and self-rehance-as against blind homage and 
unquestioning obedience to out elders. In these 
orcumstances one cannot be surprised-if some of our 
favour dislike or dis- 

‘•The purpose of the Youth Movement is to re- 
create out whole life end to breathe into it tLe 
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inspiration of a new ideal- It is this id :al which wJI 
^ive a new meaning and significance tj the Jite that 
we create. That ideal is full alhround freedom and 
complete self-fulfilment. Freedom and self-fulfilment 
are intimitely and insepatably connected. Without 
freedom, seH-fulfilment is not possible and freedom 
has value because it leads to self fulfilment. 

“The Youth Movement is in its scope co- extensive 
with life itself. If therefore follows that the Youth 
Movement will have as many departments as there 
are aspects m our life. If we are ,to rejuvenate the 
body, we shall need spoits, athletics and gymnastics. 
If wc are to emancipate and rt-educate the mind, wc 
shall need a new literatujc^ a higher and better type 
of education and a healthy conception of morality. 
If wc are to rejuvenate society, wc shall have to do 
away ruthlessly with hidebound ideas and customs 
and substitute new and healthy one instead. Further, 
we shall have to revalue the existing social and moral 
values in the light of the ideal of the age and in all 
probability we shall have to introduce a new scale of 
values whicn will govern the society of the future. 

"In striking out a new line of thouglit anJ action 
it is but natural that we should tun up againist existing 
ideas and vested interests and against the powers that 
be. But wc should not be afraid of that. The rro- 
gress of the Youth Movement will have to be affected 
in the teeth of opposition and in the face of numerous 
obstacles. Occasions will arise when we shall be 
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■hemmed in from all sides and it will appear as if we 
rstand by overselves cut off from the rest of the world. 
In such crisis we should remember the pregnant words 
■of that great Irish patriot who in the face of imminent 
danger cned out truimphantlj — 

“One TTian can save Ireland, just as one man 
Tcdcctned the world.” “As an exponent of the Youth 
Movement, the moment you apply the principle of 
freedom to every walk of life, you at once create 
enemies on all sides and alhthc vested interests affect* 
cd by your propaganda m ly combine for the purpose 
of crushing you. It is easy to fi^ht even a formidable 
enemy on ortc front, but it is difficult to fight your 
enemies on every front simultaneously. 1 he rank and 
file of the Youth Movement should therefore be pre- 
pared to lace enemies more formidable than those 
whom the political workers may have to encounter. 

"There is another difficulty which wc in the 
Youth Movement should anticipate and against which 
wc should be forewarned. In a political movement 
or in a labour movement, you will have to handle 
large crowds in order to prcscn’c your control over 
them. You may have to play to the gallery on certain 
occasions You may also have to bring yourselves down 
to the level of the Masses on certain occasions in 
order to keep up your communion with them. If the 
Youth Movement on the other hand, you will have 
to say good'byc to love of popularity— If you hap- 
jpen to possess that failing. On occasions you will 
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-havfe' tp* ^kc the responsibility c£ creating public 
o^inron^ct of stemming the tide of popular feeliniJ. If 
you Wish to solve the fundamental problems of your 
national life, you will have to look miles ahead of- 
your contemporaries. The mass mind is often unable 
to cut itself off from present day mooring and visualize 
the future. If you propose remedies to anticipate and- 
countriact favour evils, It is not improbable that the- 
mass mind will refuse to accept your prescription. 
On such an occasion you must summon courage to 
stand out, alone and unfriended, in the presence of 
the cross as it were, and fight the rest of the world. 
One who desires to swim with the tide of the popular- 
approbation on all occasions may become the hero of 
the hour — but he cannot live m history, neither be- 
prepared for any amount of misunderstanding and for 
any degree of persecution. For the most unselfish 
actions we should, be prepared to get abuse and V’illi- 
fication ; from our closest friends we should be pre- 
pared for unwarranted hostility. 

**But human nature is at bottom divine. The day- 
of misunderstanding, abuse and persecution, however- 
long it may be, will therefore have its end. Even if 
wc have to meet death for the sake of our sinccrcst 
convictions, wc shall through death attain immorra- 
Uty. Let us therefore be ready for any emergency. 
The rose is thrice beautiful because of its thorns and' 
so is human life. Would not life be stale and insipid 
without sacrifice, suffering and persecution ? 
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“Broadly speaking the Youth Movement has five- 
aspects— viz. political, social, economic, physical and. 
cultural The aim of the raDvament is a twofold.. 
One — to break this five fold boniigi and as a result 
of this emancipation to give an impetus to self-fulfil- 
ments and self-expressions. The movement is therefore 
both destructive an 1 creative in character. .Without 
destruction you cannot have a creation. Th it is why 
every where in nature we find destruction and 
creation going on side by side. If you think that 
destruction is bad and construction good and if we 
believe that construction is possible without destruc- 
tion, we shall be sadly mistaken. So also shall we 
err if we regard destruction to be an end in itself. 
The growth and expansion of the freedom movement 
in any sphere of life means destruction and sometimes 
ruthless destruction. There can be no compromise 
with untruth, hypocrisy bondage and inequality. We 
shall have to strike and strike hard it we have to* 
break these shackles and we should not falter or look 
back when our only duty is to march ahead. 

“If there is life within us— if we arc not mere- 
“clods of clay untroubled by a spark,” destruction will 
unfailingly be accompanied by creative activity. 

"Many of the Movements that we witness to-day 
in India and abroad are reformist in character. The 
movements touch the fringe of our life without 
radically transfoiming it. But we want not reform — 
but radical transformation. The whole of our life — 
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"both individual and collective — has to be recreated. In 
order to fulfil this rejuvenation we want a new con- 
ception freedom to inspire us. Freedom has -had 
a varying connotation in different ages and in different 
climes. In fact in out own country, as cisewncrc, there 
has been an evolution of the conception of freedom. 
To-day, freedom has at last come to mean conplete all 
round emancipation. At leas: that is the interpretation 
which appeals to the youths. We can no longer be 
content with a half-way house. We want the fullest, 
dose of freedom and we want it in every sphere of 
life. If we love freedom arid love it for its own s ike, 
we cannot possibly tolerate bondage or inequality of 
any sort. Whether jn the political, or in the economic, 
or in the social sphere — we must be prepared for a full 
application of the principle of freedom. Every human 
being -man or women — is born equal and he or she 
shall have equal opportunities of development -that 
should be our dictum This is a principle which it is 
easy to utter but difficult to act upon— in view of the 
enormous difficulties we shall have to encounter in 
giving effect to it. 

“Friends, I shall not take up your time unneces- 
sarily by referring to the detailed programme of work 
which should be adopted by those who desire to help 
the gr iwtli and CK, mansion of the Youth Movement. 
My task is over wlien I have deslr with the principle*, 
aims and objects of this movement. Our ideal ts an 
■rxceedtnety aTif^ftrrjj me— p'of'df'fy the most ambtUous 
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that one can concede to. IVe uunt to transform our 
mhcJ* life and ti creat a mw world and better world for 
ourselves and for humanity. In order to achieve this, 
■wc must rouse all the best that is in us. It is the 
magtc touch of fre'dom which alone can awaken our 
dprjnani fa uh.f>5 and gah'amse us into ceaseUss activity. 
How vre can rouse this desire for freedom in ourselves 
firstly and -then in our countrymen is our first and 
fore most problem We must feel the stings of slavery 
- the pangs of bondage — if we are to cry out for freedom 
from the bottom of our heart. When this feeling 
becomes acute, we shall realise that life without 
freedom is not “worth living and as this experience 
grows, a time will come when our whole soul will be 
consumed with the longing for liberty. 

”ft is at this stage that we cm become mission- 
aries for preaching the go'pel of freedom. As freedom 
intoxicated men and w men, we should then go from 
door to door, from village to village, and from city to 
• city to preach the cult of freedom Every walk of 
life will feel the breath of life as a result of this pro 
pagandi. Destruction and creation will begin. The 
body politic, the economic order and the social order 
will be stirred by a new impulse and a new ideal — 
namely the ideal of freedom and equality. False 
standards, hide-bound customs and age-long restriction 
will be pulled down and a new order will gradually 
home into existence. If we succeed in bringing into 
•existence this new order — based on liberty, equality 
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lie {Tce, We have all been barn slaves but let us all 
resolve to die as free men. And if we are not to see 
India free in our own life-time let us at least die in 

the attempts to free India The path to freedom is 

.A thorny path — but is also the path to immortality. 
To this noble path I invite you — my sisters and 
cbrotbcrs of the Central Provinces.'* 


( 2 ) 

'^“Friends. 

On behalf of the Reception Committee of the 
3cd Stssion ot AlMndia Youth Congress, I accord 
you a most hearty welcome on your visit to this ' city 
of ours. The fact that this year, the Sad Session of 
•the Congress is going to be held is an unmistakable 
jndication cf the growing vitality of the Youth 
.Movement in this country. There is probably some 
apprehension that this year the proceedings of the 
jMlTndia Youth Congress may be some What over- 
shadowed by the deliberations of the Indian National 
•Congress and of All- Parties convention. But noihing 
to my mmd can detract from the intrinsic importance 
*ot a congregation like the Youth Congress. Without 
mimimising in any way the importance of political 
.pioblein in our life, I would maintain that the pro- 
llcms of Youth aic vital problems— they have an 
jinpcitcncc of their own and rve who are the members 


•Subhai CJiander Ilowr’s »pccch as ctiairnisn of the Uecepboii 
•C;»ni nitiee of the 3rd AJl Youtlt Congress heJd at Calcutta on the 
-Itjtli Dccernher 1928 ; u.'uler the preside ms hip of Mr. Natitnao. 



and fraternity— we shall solve not merely a national, 
problem— but also a world problem. 

“Indid is an epitome of the world. India’s problems, 
are world-problems in miniature. The solution of 
India’s problems is therefore a* solution 0I world- 
problrms. India lives to-day inspite of untold suffer- 
ing and misery and in spite of numerous invasions- 
— because she has a mission to fulfil. India has ta 
save herself because by saving herself -she will save 
the world. India has to attain freedom because a. 
free India will be able to make a suitable contribution 
to the culture and civiliziticn of the world. The 
world is anxious by awaiting Indias-gift. Without 
that, the world will be all the poorer. 

"Frinds, our responsibility is great, in every age, in 
every clime Youths have been the torch-bearers of 
liberty. We have to live up to the example of Youths 
abroad. What they have achieved elsewhere, certainly 
the Youths of India can achieve here, if only we rise to* 
the occasion. We arc living m momentous times and . 
the fate of India is in the hands of the Youths I 
have no doubt that the Youths of this country realise 
the great responsibility that rests on them. I have 
no doubt that through their sacrifice, suffering and 
labour, India will before long be a free country — ^it 
country where men and women will born free and 
will have c^ual opportunities for education and deve- 
lopment. India shall be free— of that there is not the 
slightest doubt. The only question is. when she will 
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A feeling of restlessness^of impatience with the pre- 
sent order, must come into existence before any More'" 
merit can start. Personally I do not consider this Move* 
ment cf to-day to be a twentieth century phenomenon 
or an occidental phenomenon. This is true of every 
afte a id every clime. From the time of Socrates and 
Buddha, men have been inspired by a vision of a better 
world and under that inspiration have endeavoured 
to reconstruct society. The Youth Movements of 
the modern age arc characterised by a similar vision 
and a similar effort. Whether it is Bolshevism in 
Russia or Fascism in Italy or of the Young Turk* 
movement in Turkey — whether it is a movement in 
China or in Persia or in Germany, everywhere you will 
find the same impulse, the same vision and the same 
objective. Wherever the older generation of leaders 
have failed. Youth have become self conscious and 
have taken upon themselves the responsibility of 
reconstructing society and of guiding it on towards a 
better and nobler state of existence. 

"Friends, let us now come nearer home It is not 
only the Youths of Germany, Russia, Italy a d China 
who are roused. It is not only in medieval Persia 
and insignificant Afghanistan that the Youths bes- 
tirred themselves. Even in this land of lotus eaters 
the awakening has come. 1 firmly believe that it is an 
• awakening from within and not merely a ferment on 
the surface. The Youths of India arc no longer con- 
tent with handing over alj responsibility to their older 
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« Wir of Youth, attach great value a""* 

of the Republics t have no doubt that the dilibc- 

,,.fi,„ccto then. I ha- „„ with a. 

comm=..surate with thc respon- 

sense of serio , on our shoulders. I 

sibiUty Congress will gi''» “ 

have no doubt th oun„y on some of the most 

lead to the Youths of th^coun^y^ I rtere.ore 

vital problems o honour that I should 

consider it Reoeption Committee to welcome 

be authonsed ‘“^^^^/^ccaston. 

,ou on such an P 

■•If we east ou events. 

take a bird's ^ phenomenon which greets us 

there is one nutstandi g^P^^^ cenaissmee of Youth. 

I" ‘'''"North rSouth and from East to West, wherever 
From No Youth Movcmsnc has 

r'”"^ vttu y f “ necessary for us,to be dear 
become a b'=’‘'‘‘y cbaractet.sties of the 

?„:lMoTemTtte:what are tts main springs on 
\ T,,. sid- and its ultimate objective on the other. 

2“ y assoemtion of young men or of young women 

does not deserve the des.gn.ttion of youth association. 

• 1 ...vice league or a famine relief seciciyis not. 

A social ervic^cjeag ^ 

Jmedby ateehngof dissatisfaction with the 

rct’ompsmedbyavisionof that order. Youth Move- 
ate not reformist m our look but rcvolutionaty. 



Satge scale pioduction is an evil, wants should not be 
increased and the standard •©£ living ’ should 'not.' be 
xaised, that we must^ endeavour to the ' best "of oiir 
ability to go back to the days of the bullock-cart aii'd 
that the soul is so important that physical culturc'and 
military training can well be ignored. . 

The actual effect of the propaganda carried on 
by the Pondicherry school of thought is to create a 
feeling and an impression that there is nothing higher 
•or nobler than peaceful centemplation, , that Yoga 
means Pranayana and Dhyana, that while action may 
be tolerated as good, this particular brand of yoga is 
something higher and better. This propaganda has 
led many a man to forget that spiritual progress under 
the present day conditions is possible only by ccasc- 
Jess and unselfish action, that the best way to conquer 
nature is to fight her and that it is weakness to seek 
refuge in contemplation when we are hemmed in on 
all side by dangers and difficulties. 

It is the passivism, not philosophic but actual, 
inculcated by these schools of thought against which 
I protest. In this holy land of ouis, Ashiamas are not 
new institutions and ascetics and , Yogis , arc not novel 
phenomena. * ‘They have • held and they will continue 
to hold an honoured place in society. But it is not 
their lead that we shall have to follow if wm arc to 
create a new India at once free, happy and great. 

Friends, you will pardon me if in a fit of out 
5pokcnncss I have trod on your sentiments.* As I 



48 


'leaders and sitting down with folded hands or following 
like dumb driven cattle. They have realised that it 
-is for them to create a new Indra, free, great and power* 
.ful. They have accepted the responsibility ; they have 
rprepa-ed themselves for the consequences and they 
, are now busy schooling themselves for the great task 
that awaits them. At this critical juncture, it is the 
duty of well' wishers of India to speak out fearlessly 
“what they think of the movement or movements going 
on to-day. With an intuitive insight the present day 
movement is to be analysed critically, what defects 
there are have to be ruthlessly esposod and the entire 
movement is to be guided along healthy and fruitful 
channels. 

“As I look around me to day, I am struck by two 
movements or two schools of thought about which, 
however small and insignificant I may be, it is my duty 
to speak out openly and fearlessly. I am' referring to 
the two schools of thought, which have cheir centres 
at Sabarmati and Pondicherry, I am not considering 
the fundamental philosphy under'lying those two 
schools of thought. This is not the time for metaphysi- 
cal speculation. I shall talk to you to day as pragmatist, 
-as one who will j'udge the intrinsic value of a school 
of thought of from a metaphysical point of view, but 
from experience of its actual effects and consequccncs. 

“The actual effect of the propaganda cairied on 
by the Sabasmati school of thought is to create a 
feeling and an impression^ that modernism is bad. 



61 


whole on the right track, things will their proper shape 
in due time. 

Friends, one word more and I have done. The 
present year is a landmark not only in the history our 
political movement but also in the history o£ the 
Indian Youth Movement. I hope and pray that this 
session will give a hold and definite lead to the Youth 
of this country. We are fortunate to-day in welcom- 
ing as our President, one, who needs no introduction 
to the youth -of Bthis country. I* mean Mr. Nariman of 
Bombay. Mr. Nariman may be more intimately known, 
loved and respected by youths m Western India but it 
is also a fabt that he is known, loved and respected by 
Youths m other parts of the country as 'well. We 
have during the last few years followed his career and. 
activity with the closest interest and I believe that it 
is a privilege for us to be able to welcome him inio our 
midst. Under his able guidance and leadership. We 
shall have a most successful session and thereafter a 
useful and prosperous year. 

I once again accord you all a most hearty welcome. 

( 3 ) 

* “What we want is an awakening form within,, 
which will bring about a radical transformation of 
our life. Tinkering reform will not do- 
superficial remedies will be of no avail. What is 
•wanted is a transfiguration of our whole life— a 


•' S'"'*'”- 
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bave just said I do not for one moment consider the: 
fundamental philosophy underlying the two schools of 
thought but the actual cohscquences from a pragmatic 
point of view. In India we want to-day a philosophy 
of activism. We must be inspired by robust optimism. 
We have to live in the present and to adapt ourselves, 
to modem conditions. We can no longer live in an 
isolated corner of the world. When India is free, she 
■will have to fight her modern enemies with modem- 
methods, both in the economic and in the political 
spheres. The days of the bullock-cart arc gone and 
are gone for ever. Free India must prepare herself for 
any eventuality as long as the whole worl^ does not 
accept wholerheartcdly the policy of disarmament. 

I am not one of those who in their zeal for 
modernism forget the glories of the past. We must 
take our stand on our past. India has a culture of 
her own which she must continue to develop along, 
her o-wn distinctive channels. In philasophy, litcra-. 
tuie, art, science, we have something new to givel to- 
the world which the world eagerly awaits. In a word,, 
we mu»t arrive at a synthesis. Some of our best 
thinkers and workers are already engaged in this im- 
portant task. We murt resist the cry of "flack to the 
Vedas** on the one side, and on the other ,sidc rhe 
meaningless craze for fashion and change of modern 
Europe. It is difficult to ristrict a living movement 
within proper bounds, but I believe that if the pio- ■ 
nccts and the leaders of the movement arc on the 
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^holc on the right track, things will their proper shape 
in due time. 

Friends, one word more and I have done. The 
present year is a landmark not only in the history our 
political movement but also in the history of the 
Indian Youth Movement. I hope and pray that this, 
session will give a hold and definite lead to the Youth 
of this country. We are fortunate to-day in welcom- 
ing as our President, one. who needs no introduction 
to the youth -of Cthis country, I- mean Mr. Nariman of 
Bombay. Mr. Nariman may be more intimately known,, 
loved and respected by youths m Western India but it 
is also a faht that he is known, loved and respected by^ 
Youths in other parts of the country as 'well. We 
have during the last few years followed his career and 
activity with the closest interest and I believe that it 
is a privilege for us to be able to welcome him inio our 
midst. Under his able guidance and leadership. We 
shall have a most successful session and thereafter a 
useful and prosperous year. 

I once again accord you all a most hearty weleome. 

( 3 ) 

• "What we want is an awakening form within,, 
which will bring about a radical transformation of 
our life. Tinkering reform will not do- 
superficial remedies will be of no avail. What is 
wanted is a transfiguration of our whole life— a 
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complete revolution, if you- will.' Do not feel shy 
of the word ' revolution. ’ We may differ in our 
conception -of ‘revolution* but I have yet to sec a 
living human bding who does not believe in revolution. 
There is no inherent difference between "evolution 
and "revolution". Revolution is evolution compressed 
into a shorter period ; evolution is revolution spread 
out over a longer period. Both evolutran and revolu- 
tion imply change and progress and in nature there 
IS room for both. In fact, nature cannot do without 


either. 

I have said that we shall have to alter many of 

our notions of good and bad. I 'have also said that 
we want a radical transformation of our whole life- 

This is necessary if we are to become great as a nation 

and occupy a seat of honour among the fore most 
nations of the world. Life has meanings yvorth and 

significance only if It is lived for the sake of an ideal. 

A nation need not live-in fact it has no right to 
l,ve— if it does not want to progress and should 
achieve greatness merely to fulfil a selfish national 
nu. pose; it should aspire to become great in order 
to make humanity gieat-so that the world may 
become ultimately a better and happier place to 


dwell in. 

India possesses all the resources, intellectual, 
moial and material, which go to make a people great. 
And India is still living, in spite of her hoary 
entiqiuty, because she has ^to' become great once 
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again — because she has a mission to perform, India’s 
mission is firstly to save herself and thereafter to 
make her contribution to the sum-total of the culture 
and civilization of the world. In spite of half a 
hundred handicaps, India's contribution to-day is 
by no means a small one." Just imagine for a moment 
what her contribution would be, if she were free to 
develop her life according to her own genius. 

X am sure that our people can achieve wonders 
if only we could be roused to ceaseless activity. I 
am also sure that once we arc thoroughly roused, we 
shall be able to outrun even the progressive of the 
nations of to-day “the hustlers from the west”. All that 
wc want is a magic wand by waving which our whole 
life could be galvanised. The French Philosopher, 
Bergson, has talked of the '* elanvital" — the vital 
" impetus — which moves the whole world to activity 
and progress. What ii the "elanvital" of our nalicnal 
life ? It is the desire for freedom, for expansion, for 
self-expression. The counterpart of this desire is 
revolt against bondage. If you 'want to be free, you 
must Tcvolf against the bondage that surround you 
— and if you revolt against bondage and revolt success 
fully, you are bound to win your freedom. 

Except those whose moral sense is altogether 
dead, every human being is bound to fed, more or 
less, the pangs of slavery and the humilation of servi- 
tude. When this feeling becomes acute, slavery and 
'toundage become intolerable and one develops a 
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strong desire to throw off the yoke of servitude. This 
desire is further heightened by a taste of the joy of 
■freedom, either through personal eipericnce of free 
countries or through study and imagination "of the 
Tiappy conditions that result from freedom. The 
psychological aspect of "tapasya” in the cause of our 
•country's salvation consists in making our mind more 
•and more sensitive to national humiliation and racial 
discrimination and in intensifying our desire for 
•freedom. This can be effected by the study of history, 
'Observation of our, preaent-day degradation, con- 
templation of- the ideal of life and above all, by 
•comparing conditions prevailing under the regime of 
servitude with those prevaiUing under . the reign of 
-freedom. 

Baptism, initiation, “ deeksha " etc, have to me 
hut one meaning— viz., consecration of our life at the ' 
■alter of freedom. Complete selh consecration will 
not be possible in a day. But as wc become more 
and more imbued with the desire for freedom wc 
•shall get a taste of joy unspeakable and wc shall 
realise more and more that life has a meaning and a 
purpose. A revolution will set in — our thoughts, 
feelings and aspirations will undergo a tronsiormation. 
Only one thing in life will have value for us— viz. 
Preedom ; and our inner life will be so . metamorphosed 
■or recreated as to conform to that ideal. The 
experience of this gradual transformation is almost 
indescribable. When this transformation is complete. 
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'wc shall be reborn ; wc shall be " d wills’* in the 
-real sense of the term. There after we shall t^infc, 
•feel and cvt»n dream only of freedom and all our 
•activity will be permeated with bnt on«* desire — ^-hc 
desire to attain freedom. In a word we shall become 
free — in toidcated human beintjs who live, move and 
have their being only freedom. 

Once the desire for freedom is enkindled in our 
liearts, it will need an adequate instrument in order 
to falfil itself. For this purpose all our faculties 
Thysical, intellectual and moral — will have to be 
Tequisitioned. Wc shall have to unlearn much of 
what wc have learnt and learn for the first time wbat 
•wc never were taught. The body and the mind 
will have to undergo a new course of training and 
•discipline in order to be fit for the task of achieving 
freedom, Tlic external aspect of our life will also 
•change. Luxury, case and comfort will have to be 
abandoned, new modes of life will have to be adopted 
and old habits shunned. Thus will our life become 
a purified instrument for the purpose of attaining 
freedom. 

l^Ian is after all a social being. His self-fulfilment 
is not possible if be is cut off from the rest of society* 
Tlic individual depends much for his growth and 
development on society, as society docs on the 
individual. Further, the progress of the individual 
does not possess much s’aluc if it does not cany with 
it the progress of society as a whole. All ideal whidi » 
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is accepted by an individual recluse, but is rejected 
ty society aiid is not therefore embodied in our 
corporate life — has not much worth. If freedom ‘ ir 
to be the cardinal principle of our life— the “clan 
vital” of all our activity— it should also be made the- 
basis of social reconstruction. It will ‘be seen at once 
tbat if the principle of freedom is to be applied to 
society and made the fundamental basis of the society 
of the futare— It will mean nothing short of social 
revolution. Freedom for the whole of society will mean 
freedom for women as will as for men^ — freedom for 
the depressed classes and not merely for the higher 
castes — freedom for-the poor and not merely for the rich 
— freedom for the old ; in other words, freedom for 
all sections, for all minorities and for all individlials. 
Thus freedom implies equality and equality cannotes 
foratemity. To free society, therefore, women will 
have to be given an equal status with men, in law 
as well as in social matters ; the social barriers 
which put the brand of inferiority on certain sec- 
tions or castes owing to their -birth, will have to be 
ruthlessly demolished ; the inequalities of wealth 
which stand in the way of the social advance- 
ment will have to be removed and equal opportunitics- 
for education and development will have to be given 
the responsibility of reconstructing society and of 
Carrying on the administration. In society, in ,thc 
body politic and in the economic world, c.ich 
individual should be as free as any other and should' 
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enjoy the same status. , Equal opportunities for all,, 
equitable distribution of wealth, aboliton of all so- 
cial barriers, including caste and emancipation from 
foreign rule these should be some of the basic 
principles of the new society we want to build. 

Concluding his speech S. Bose said that the 
vision of a FREE INDIA which he has dreamt is “a 
perfect synthesis of all that is good in the East and 
in the West ” As the heirs of a free India, the students, 
have to train themselves in such a manner as to be 
the pioneers in the social reconstruction and torch- 
bearers in the path to Freedom. The path to 
freedom is no noubt a thorny oath but it is the path 
to immortality *' leading to glory impcrisbahlc 
students of India unite, " form a happy band and 
inarch shoulder to shoulder along its noble 
Path.” 

( 4 ) 

•“Friends, I shall mate no apology if in this dis- 
course I refer at length to political questions and’ 
endeavour to answer them, I know that there arc 
people in this country — even eminent personages — 
•who think that "a subject race has no politics” — and* 
that student in particular should have nothing to do 
with politic. But my own view is that a subject race 
has nothing but politics. In a dependent country- 
ercry problem that you can think of, when analyscd- 

•Atr. SubK&s Chindra Dewe*! pmid^nttal on the Siudentz.. 

Cocfcrcnce held lo Lahore on October, IT.!?. 
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-properly, will be found to be at bottom a political 
problem. Life is one whole— as the late Deihbandha 
*C. R. D.as used to say^ind you cannot therefore 
separate politics from economics or cither from cduca*- 
tion. Human life cannot be split up into compartments. 
All the aspects or phases of national life are interrelat- 
ed and all the problems are, as it were, interwoven. 
This being the case it will be found that in a subject 
race all the evils and all the short — comings can be 
traced to a- political cause — viz, political servitude. 
Consequently students cannot afford to bind them- 
selves to this alldmportant problem — the problem of 
'how to achieve our political emancipation, 

I do not understand why a speacial ban should 
be imposed on participation in politics if no such ban 
merely on political work is meaningless. If in a 
dependent country, all the problems arc fundamentally 
political problems — then all national activity is in 
reality political in character. There is no ban on 
participation in polities in any free country — on the 
contrary, students are encouraged to take part in 
politics. This encouragement is deliberately given 
because out the ranks of the students arise political 
. thinkers and politicians. If in India students do not 
'take active part in polities from where arc we to 
recruit our political workers and where are we to 
train them ? Further, it has to be admitted that 
participation in polities is necessary for the develop- 
tment of character and' manhood. Thought, without 
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action, cannot suffice to build character and for this 
Tcason participation in healthy activity — political, 
-social, artistic, etc.,— is essentially necessary for deve- 
loping ' character. Book worms, gold-medalists and 
<5fficc clerks arc not what universities should endeavour 
to produce — but men of character who will become 
great by achieving greatness for their country ip diffe- 
rent shapes of life. 

The student's movement of to-day is not a movc- 
-ment of irresponsible boys and-girls. It is a movement 
ofircsponsible, thorough-going men and women who arc 
inspired with one ideal — viz., to develop their character 
and personality and thereby render the most effective 
and useful service to the cause of their country. This 
movement has, ‘or should have, two lines of activity. 
" Tn the first place, it should deal with the problems 
which relate exclusively to the student population of 
the day and endeavour to bring about their physical, 
'intellectual and moral regeneration. In the second 
place, looking upon the student as the future citizen, 
it should endeavour to equip him for the battle of 
life and for this purpose, it should give him -a fore- 
taste of what problems and activities are likely to 
‘Confront him when he enters the arena of life. 

There is one suggestion I have to offer to which 
I should like to draw your attention. I wish our 
-students’ Associations could start co-operative 
Swadeshi Stores within their respective jurisdicatfon 
•for th^ exclusive henefitef the studedt population. If 



61 


anake up their mind to be absolutely fearless and sclP 
^reliant in the matters of preparing themselves, through 
thought and action, for their post-university career. *' 
If we are to bring about a revolution of ideas we 
have first to hold up before us an .ideal which will 
.galvanise out whole life. That ideal is Freedom. But 
■freedom is a word which has a varied connotation and 
«ven in our country the conception of freedom has 
undergone a process of evolution. By freedom I mean 
4iII-round freedom t.e., freedom for the individual as 
well as for the poor; freedom for all individuals and 
ior all classes. This freedom implies not only 
emancipation from political bondage but also equal 
■distribution of wealth, abolition of caste barriers and 
.social inquiries and destruction of communalism 
.and religious intolerance. This as an ideal, may appear 
utopian to haid-hcaded men and women— buc this 
.ideal alone can appease the hunger of the soul. j 

Freedom has aS many facets as there are aspects 
Jn our national life. ‘There are individuals who when 
.talk* of freedom think only of some particular 
..aspect of freedom. It has taken us several decades to 
-■outgrow this narrow conception of freedom and to 
-arrive at a full and all round conception of it. If 
we really love freedom and love it, not for some selfish 
.end, but for its own sake the time has come for us to 
recognise that true freedom means freedom from bond* 
.age of every kind and freedom not only for the indivr 
■dual but also for the whjle of society. This, to my 
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•these stores are run efficientl7 by the students them- 
selves, they will serve a dual pm pose. On the one 
hand, Swadeshi goods will be made av liable to thc- 
students at a cheep price and thereby home .industry* 
would be encouraged. On the other hand, students-. 
could acquire experience in running co-operative stores* 
and could utilise the profit for advancing the welfare 
for the student community. For advancing the cause* 
of students' — welfare other items on, your programme* 
would be— physical, culture, societies, gymnasiums, 
stud5r-circlcs, debating societies, magazines, music- 
clubs, libraries and reading-rooms, social service- 
leagues, etc. 

The other, and probably more important aspect,, 
of the students' movement is the training of the* 
future citizen. This training will be both intellectual 
and practical. We shall have to hold out before 
the students a vision of the ideal socifety which he- 
should try to realise in his own lifetime and at the same- 
time chalk out for him a programme of action which 
he should try to follow to the best of' his ability — so 
that when performing his duties as a student he may,, 
at the same time, be prcp.'iring himself for his post- 
university career, ft is m this sphere of activety that 
there is a likehood of conflict with the authorities. 
But whether the conflict will actually arise or not,- 
, depends largely on the attitude of the educational 
authorities. If the conflict does unfortunately arise,, 
there is no help for it and students should once for all 
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^ake up their mind to be absolutely fearless and self~ 
3^eliant in the matters of preparing themselves, through 
■thought and action, for their post'univcrsity career. " 
If wc arc to bring about a revolution of ideas we 
,havc first to hold up before us an .ideal which wdl 
.galvanise our whole life. That ideal is Freedom. But 
irccdom is a word which has a varied connotation and 
even in our couhtry the conception of freedom has 
undergone a process of evolution. By freedom I mean 
-all-round freedom *.e., freedom for the individual as 
well as for the poor; freedom for all individuals and 
for all classes. This freedom implies not only 
-emancipation from political bondage but also equal 
distribution of wcaltb, abolition of caste barriers and 
.social inquitics and destruction of communaiism 
and religious intolerance. This as an ideal, may appear 
utopian to haid-headed men and women — bur this 
ideal alone can appease the hunger of the soul. < 

Freedom has as many facets as there arc aspects 
in our national life. There arc individuals who when 
-calk* of freedom think only of some particular 
.aspect of freedom. It has taken us several decades to 
-outgrow this narrow conception of freedom and to 
-arrive at a full and all round conception of it. If 
we really love freedom and love it, not for some selfish 
-end, but for its own sake the time has come for us to 
recognise that true freedom means freedam from bond* 
-age of evtry kind and freedom not only for the iadivi- 
-dual but also for the whplc of society. This, to my 



mind, is the ideal of the age, and the vision that has- 
captivated my soul is the vision of a completely frec- 
and emancipated India. 

The only method of achieving freedom is for us to* 
think and feel as free men. I^t there be a complete^ 
revolution within and let us be thoroughly intoxicated 
•with the wine of freedom. It is only freedom’intoxi- 
cated men and women who will ‘be able to free 
humanity. When the "will to be free" is roused within 
us, we shall then proceed to plunge headlong into the 
ocean of activity. The voice of caution will no 
longer deter us and the lure of truth and glory will lead 
us on to our cherished goal. 

India is bound to be free — of that there is not the* 
slightest doubt. It is to me as sure as day follows 
night. There is no power on earth which can keep* 
India in bondage any longer. But let us dream of ant 
India for which it would be worth while to give all 
that we have — even life itself —and jfor which we could. 
sacrifice our dearest and neatest. I have given you 
my own conception of freedom and I have tried to- 
portray before you the India as I want her to be. Let 
a completely emancipated India preach to the world her 
new gospel of fr^dom. 

Even at the risk of being called a chauvinist, I 
would say to my country-mcn that India has a mission 
to fulfil and it is because of this that India still lives 
There is notlu'ng mystic in this world "mission," Indii 
lias something original to contribute to the culture and 
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civilization of the world in almost every department 
of human life. In the midst of her present degradation 
and slavery, the contribution she has been making is- 
by no means a small one. Just imagine for a moment 
how great her contribution will be once she is free to- 
develop along her own lines and in accordance with 
her own requirments. 

There are people in this country — and some of 
them eminent and respectable personages — who will 
not agree to an all-round application of the principle 
of freedom. We ate sorry if we cannot please them,, 
but in no circumstances can we give up an ideal which 
is based on truth, justice and equality. We shall go 
our own way, whether you join us or not— but you 
can rest assured that even if a few desert us, thousands 
and even million will ultimately join our army of 
freedom. l.ct us has no compromise with bondage,, 
injustice or inequality. 

Friends, many of you must be now training your- 
selves for joining the ranks of the Indian National 
Congress. The Indian National Congress is undoubt- 
edly the supreme national organisation in this country 
and in it all our hopes arc centred. But the Indian 
National Ccngrcsc itself depend, or should depend,, 
for its strength, influence and power on such move- 
ments as the Labour movement, Peasant movement. 
Student’s movement, etc. If wc succeed in cmancipat- 
,ing cur labour, peasantry, depressed classes, youths, 
students and womcn-folk wc shall be able to rouse 
such a force in the country as will make the Indian 
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2^ational Congress a poignatit instrument for achieving 
-x)ur political salvation. . i 

( 5 ) , ... ...... 

*" Standing on this sacred spot one ,is naturalfy 
-reminded of the dreamy past of the land of • Varendra, 
Gaur and of the achievements of Pal Kings, of the 
wonderful prowess of its I’ulers and of the magnificent 
.rievelopment of the Bengalees in Art, Literature and 
-all other phases of life one thousand years ago. This 
thread of worn out history may seem to be a happy 
.nightmare now but . it is an achievement to which 
every Bangalee wiil look back with pride and glory. 

*' In spite of numerous divisions and sub'divisions; 
our Bengal is a united whole with all the wealth of 
nature lavishly showered on her. In the midst of all 
its diversities runs an absolute truth which has mani- 
fested Itself in all phases of Bengal’s history whether 
in literature, philosphy, religion and in the fight for 
freedom. Bengal's earth and water arc but the "out- 
ward manifestation of that truth. Bengal's civilisation 
has not burst into full glory in one day, and to Achieve 
its fall realisation it has ■ got to take stock of the 
past. ^ " 

"Bengal has a mcssaec for her own to deliver to 
the world. The message is the sum total of life and 
history of Bengal as a whole, and as she tried in the 
past to mak* that message heard, was doing it even 

•.Mr. I5ov'» prcjKjential JMcch at Uangpur Political Conference 
held on SUth March 1929, 
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ndw. She'wotild'continueto do so in future. That 
ififeisagc iingrained /in the character of Bengal- 
Thfc 'heart of Bengal is always for ^Di versify, Harmony 
.iildTratemity. Beng&lds^always for novelty. Bengal’s 
iktiate haturb is always dynamic and not static, 
ftc^tiiigHt as well ’be called a “ revolutionary.” From. 
Chfe Vedic age 'down to the 'present moment, history 
abounds with instances to Show that she is always 
moving and assimilating. 

"Truth alone is -our ideal and that explains why 
In spite of many inroads on Bengal in culture, civilisa- 
tion, literature, religion, she had, always assimilated 
the trtlth the ifew corners, keeping her individuality 
intact ^11 the v^hile* Through stress and efforts of 
thousand years, Bengal bad all along maintained her 
individuality through weal and woe, joys and sorrows, 
responding “at -the same time to new ideas which come 
upon her. As a result of this thought “Revolution,” 
Vaisbnavism and Brahmanism flourished in Bengal. 
Efforts in this direction arc still going on, but to 
achieve success we must abolish all caste system, or 
convert all castes into Sudras or Brahmins. It should 
now bo tried by Vaishnavs and Brahmins, but is not 
successful* It should now be decided which of the 
latter means is to be adopted. 

"As in religion so in literature Bengal had mani- 
fested herself in diverse ways. Her Vidyapati and 
Chandidas, Mukundaram and Bbatac Chandra, Kasiram, 
Kiityibas and Ram Parsad stand as monumental 
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cjcauples of her dUcovecies inUhe ^daiiimwof 
thought ahd‘ culture/ 'B:n?al ' d^es -not-^forgec the 
contribution nia'ds to her literature by the Mussal-nans 
and it was here that dier indissoluble entity- between 
the two communities has btcn 'formcd’.which.had 
weathered many storms in the past.' 'In a word Bengal 
as she is to-day, is the child of univers'alism/irrespcct 
tivc of any caste 'and creed. v: , • 

. " But a reaction set in for' a' tiraV which *receivcd 
a rujd^ shock ,as shc' cime in contact with western 
civilisation* True to bur' characteristics,'- 1 Bengal 
woke up to make her 'contribution in the wake of the 
new movement inaugurated by Raja Ram' Mohan t Roy- 
The birth of the Btsthmb 'cult saved Bengal from the 
attack made on Her by the Christian Missionaries. 
The unfinished work of the' Raja fouiid -^an impetus 
when Ram Krishna Paramhansa ' and Swami Viveka- 
nanda came into the field towards the end of the 
19th century. This renaissance of ’religion rcllected 
on her literature, philosophy 'and- in all spheres 'of 
life and Hindus and Mussalmans' together united’ to 
preach this gospel of brotheirhood. Tt was Swami 
Vivekananda who gave a new turn in the history of' 
Bengal as he had repeatedly said that man makings 
was his mission in life. 

” In the work man-making, Swami Vivekananda 
did not confine his attention to any particular sect 
but embraced the society as a whole. His fiery 
words— ‘Leta new India emerge through the plough 
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of the cultivators ‘through the baskets of the fishermen. 
'Cobblers, and • sweepers, through the workshop 'and 
‘*from' the huts and basars’ — arc still ringing in every 
Bangalce ' home. This Socialism did not derive its 
“birth from the books of Karl Mark: ^ It ' has ' its origin 
-in' the thought and culture ' of ^ndia-' The gospel' of 
democracy that was preached 'by Swami Vivekananda 
has manifested itself fully in the writings and' achieve- 
:ments. oE/Dcshabandu Das who said that Narayan 
lives amongst those who tills the land and prepares 
our bread by the sweat of their brow, those who in the 
midst of grinding poverty have kept the torch of our 
•civilisation, culture and religion burning. 

• The first step towards the nation-building is the 
creation of truemcn and the second step is organisa- 
•tion. Vivekananda and others tried to make men 
while Deshabandhu tried to create political btganisa- 
•-tion and he created such an organisation that extorted 
the admiration even of the Britishers 

“ Now- a- days, new thoughts of Socialism ore 
travelling to India from the west and it is revolution- 
ising the thoughts of many, but.rhc ideas of socialism 
^rc not a novelty in this country. Wc regard them 
41S such because wc have lost the thread of our own 
history. It is not proper to Cake any school of 
thoughts as unmistakable and absolute truth. Wc 
must not forget that the Russians, the main disciples 
of Karl Marx have not blindly followed his ideas and 
'finding it difficult to ^pply his theories they hare 
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adopted a mew economic * policy consistent with 
possession of private prof^rty -and * ownership of 
business factories. It would be f therefore folly to 
rely for Wlightcnmcnt of thoughts on^ Russia. We 
shall build our own society and politics according, 
to our own ideals and according -to our needs. This 
abound be the object and aim of every Indian. 

'* Wc have now -arrived at ‘the tbirB 'StSge of the 
political sttuggle that was begun- in the '20th century.- 
Thc first stage was tHc Swadeshi 'Cra, the second 
Was the period of revolutionaries and tht ‘riiird is the 
stage of non-co*operation and 'socialism. Many iliight 
think that our efforts in the fight for Swdrdj haVe 
gone in vain, but. no useful attempt has ever 'failed. 
As a result of the last 25 -years' agitation wc have 
regained our self-respect and self-confidence. The 
country is gradully being organised, and there is no 
.power on earth that can deprive us of our birth, 
right, i he problem is how toon wc shall achieve 
that. ^ 

** How slwll wc be able to free our country 
without recourse to armed, revolution ? Such a 
question is on many lips. My reply is that it is only 
our co-operation, that enable a handful of English- 
man to rule our country. When our man movement ' 
will tc more powerful and country wide, the desire 
for co-operation die a natural death and our policy 
of non-co-oi>eratlpn will be realty successful. The 
only weapon that w'e can use to achieve this is 
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regard themselves as the arbiters; of the, black races. 
This explains the 'new. awakening in Asia. .This is ,as. 
fight for self-realisation. India cannot remain alooB 
from this current. > 

“ The British Parliament has sent serene Britishers- 
totally 'ignorant of 'Indian conditions to dertermine-. 
the future constitution of India, The commission 
have toured round the country under ample police 
guards and made , cquiries according to , their own- 
lights. The people of the country have thought it., 
beneath their dignity to co- operate with such a com- . 
mission and by this non-co-oreration with the com- 
mission . the T Indians^ have .incurred the displeasure-^ 
of the Britishers, Under the leadership of.Mahatima 
Gandhi the people of this country, have started the 
campaign of boycott of foreign goods. The incident 
lias manifested the grim determination of the people 
and has also shown how insurmountable difficulties, 
■will be placed in our way. We have got to overcome 
chose difficulties. 

** During the last few days a new cloud has made- 
its appearance on the political horizon of India. 
Arrests have begun in this country as a result of 
terror of communist agitation in Russia. Similar inci* 
dents liave occurred to many times during the last 
23 years ond tlicrc is nothing new in it. The- 
•imple fact tliat if the people of tlie . country arc- 
contended and if the administration of the countty* 
ti entrusted to their hands, (sll difficulties and dit^ 
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contents .will. vanish, is beyond the pale of intelligence 
of the dower, proud. bureaucracy,' It is because of this 
that they are launching. repression^ to kill discontent- 
ment 'but this attempt ,is only increasing discontent. 
No' body /should think; that this is the end of the 
repressive <era. We should^ be prepared for such 
calamities every moment. For,’ untill we achieve 
Swaraj, waves of such repression will one after another 
wge upon the country. , . 

** We have now got to consider our duty with 
regard to these arrests. It teaches us three lessons • 

” (1) Until the Labour movement is able to gather 
strength, possibilities of repccssion will remain. It is 
therefore necessary • to establish unity between the 
different labour organisations. 

** (2) The Labour Com mis ion ought to be boy- ' 
cotted. I cannot understand why the All- India 
Trade Union Congress has not yet declared a boycott 
of the Whitley Commission. Boycott of Simon Com- 
mission on the one hand and co operation with the 
Whitley Commission on the other will be inconsistent. 
Not to speak of higher considerations, the Whitley 
Commission should be boycotted as a protest against 
the arrests of the labour leaders. Many among the 
arrested leaders are for the boycott of the Commission. 
Therefore the best way to show sympathy with them, 
will be to boycott the Whitley commission. 

, "(3) There ought to be closer co-o^ration between 
the Labour movement and the Oangress. ' Attempts . 
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should be made to avoid - bitterness and introduce 
mutual help. The history of China'and Irclandf shows 
that freedom movement in those -countries could not 
have achieved success without the ' co*opcratiair . of 
Xabour parties ; Unless the huge power, of ^Indian 
Labour is organised we won’t be able to gain political 
or economic freedom." ' '.i . i , 

Concludiug the president passionately appealed to 
the people of Bengal to strengthen the Congress orga* 
nisation and make preparations for the coming struggle* 
( 6 ) ^ ’ ’ 
*”l have always had a close touch with the students 
movement in India and for various reasons. ^ My ’ ex- 
periences as a student convinced me years ago that 
•studencs must have an organisation of their own, if 
they want to exist as self respecting individuals " and 
prepare themselves for their future career as citizens of 
a great country. When I ce:iscd to be a student in the 
narrow sense of the term, I resolved within myself 
that I would do very best to lend a helping hand to the 
future generation of students, if .and when the neces- 
sity arose. 

Students all over the world, regardless of i their • 
national barriers, look upon themselves BS a fraternitr' 
and rightly too. It is not a mcr» truism 'that the 
students of to'day arc the leaders of to-morrow nn’d' 
that they are the living embodiment of a nations' hopM 

•>!r. TOfiuire IQ U. P, Siiukni* Confrtfncf Vlil Ip 

on TJihOctobrt ^ '• * 
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smd aspirations., The i^udents reprjescnt, as a rule, the 
most of a nation, and , it is t^ecausp of 

their inns^tc idealism ■ that. the students ofthp ^orlfl 
^cel.tl^^t.tbey are-merq^S of one great fratemit/. ; It 
•should l>e out duty ,tp fps ter this sense of .sol idMity 
-among onr students, so that through them, thc' Indian 
people may be welded into, ope na.tion for all time to 
•cora^ 

Thc students ' of a free country enjoy: the rights 
which free men and free women usually enjoy but this 
as not thc case with our students. Qur students suffer 
•from thc handicaps which memb^s of a subject race 
cannot avoid. They are looked upon as minors by 
•their guardian at home and outside, by the state, they 
.arc wsu ally regarded as political suspects (Things have 
improved since thc Congress Governments came into 
existence). In such circumstances, students must 
leain to help themselves. They must insist on being 
.'treated as gtown*up men and women and demand 
those rights which members of a free nation are cntitl* 
-<d to. 

Not infrequently students come into conflict with 
thc authorities, .both educational and governmental. 
Conflicts with thc Federal authorities usually arise 
•when they arc denied their rights as students and with 
thc governmental authorities when they arc denied 
^heir rights as citizens. In cither case, students can 
hope to vindicate themselves only^whcn they are 
Ipropctlv organised. Organisation, therefore, is their 



fhst arid foremost task. '"‘Students’'* Conferenced 
can be of lasting benefit ‘ only when - they • afford iirf^ 
petus. Organisation for vindicating students’ rightsr. 
is* not ’ however, ‘enough. Organisation ^should 'also* 
aim at'providing physical, intellectual and rnoral train- 
ing so that students may, individually arid collectively. - 
turn ouc to be better .men and better citizens. * ■ "' ' '' 

I am most decidedly of opinion that the' platform, 
of the* students' movement should' -be a broad-based 
one* and should be open to students of air shades of 
opinion. *It would be a disaster 'if students ' belonging', 
to a particular party or group ‘ or ideology were to- 
attempt to capture office to 'the 'exclusion of 'other 
students. If this ' happens, ‘the students’ movement* 
will split and several students' federations w^ill corner 
into ezis fence. In your deliberations, hold aloft before- 
your eyes the ideals of liberty.' equality, fraternity and. 
progress and remember always that liberty means., 
emancipation from bondage of every kind— political,, 
social and economic. 



*' Are you, youngmen and uwnen of India, going to-* 
dare to thinh and dare to act ? Are you prepared to stand 
dioulder to sholder with the youth of the world, not only to * 
free your contrv from an insolent and alien rule but also ' 
to establish in this unhappy world of ours a better and 
happier society. That is the problem before you and if 
you wish to face it squarely and fearlessly you u’iJf have 
to make up you minds to rid ^ou'self and your country^- 
of every obstacle in your padi ; uhether it is placed by our 
alien rulers~or has the prestiae of ancient customs. You 
must have y'our ideals clear cwt before' you — ftou'" else j*o« 
hope to ' bitild the great structure . of ycur dreams ? 
Can you build a palace on the faundatiems of mud hut or a 
fine bridge uith straw ? With definite ideals of your 
goal you uilt gain clearness of purpess arid effective- 
ness of action and each step that ycu take uill carry ‘you- 
nearer to your hearts’ desire " ^ 

** I may he a u'cn^ instrument capable of do:ng httle - 
by myself inspzte of my ardent desire to do much. And 
you individually may be able to do little. But you and 2 
together can do much and werhing with the awakened youth 
of this Country. We can and uill adiiei'e something. For 
youths only can sai-e th‘S country and the world. / do not 
admire the Fascists but I do advise them for huxving as 
'^heir uxtr'^cry a hymn to youth “Govinerra ” ard I uish. 
ypu MwU also adopt their motto .* ** LIVE DANGER- 
OUSLY let our elders seek security ard stability. Our 
- quest must be adventure, but adventtme is a noble enter* 
prise which promises to bring peace to a distracted wcrrld 
as security ard staWity to the millions who hat'e it not.” 

, t/auaharlal Nekru^ 
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PANDfT JAWAHA.H LAL NEHRU. 

^Friends ! 

“ You hav.e done me the honour in inyjtin^ 
preside over this gathering of the, youth ot Bengal aijd 
I am greatful for it. But I have wondered what yqp,, 
■<yish me to saj.or do, what kind, of message to deliver. 

I have no special message and jqu know well that I am^ 
no weaver of firjic phras.es or dealer in eloquence. 
The Bengal, justly knowp for her warmhearted' 
'eloquence and love of and beauty and passionate 
emotioalism, you have invited a dweller fropi the, 
colder and some time much hotter regions of the nprth, 
whose ancestors came not so very long ago .frqrn the 
barren and snow covered mountains th;it over look 
the vast Indian plain, and I am afraid 1 carry with me' 
•some thing of the coldness and hardness of that 
mountain climate. A very great leader of Bengal and 
of our country, whose memory we revere to day, once 
called me very justly " cqld'bloddcd I plead guilty 
to the charge, and since you have taken ■ the risk of" 
inviting me you will have to ' bear with roy Cold- 
bloodedness/ ‘ 'i 


•Addmi dflivrrrd l>y Pandit Kchru in ifaf 
ItcM lit (he hhardiiananu Park Calcutta oit 2i»d SrptcrnlxT IU20. 
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•I hWe ■bfegdn tSr-dfaMHg Wutat<5rtti6n to csteaitt; 
ffiladfditetc'ndes BStWd® IKa'shmiri settled in 

•%e'Hcdit "bf JHimdusiefn, ''Which called the 

•Uiiit^ ProVirit&S/SHd tlfe residents o£-BengaI -and yet 
^Sti4irkri'aw>hbw Unim^Jortant^e th’ese differences 
dttd'hoife’'3Han^-a¥c the’doifaliioh tbortds that 'fie us~ 
'ihcljdrids'df aiddtiiwoh'Iefac^'ffOTtn the past, of tont- 
'ffidh sQffenrfg and the hofic of buildinfi up a great 
fCitflfe'-for this 'country cf j^oms -and mine And indeed 
‘jah cah cdrt5r this cbmparisoh a dittic ftltther, acrois. 
€hfe 'Sirfifidhi frbntfcrs that scfiatatc, country .frofa 
ttihhfry' We are told of vital differences of race -and 

'Ohffnidter. Sttch differences there undoubtedly are. but 
bow many t>f-'tlicm tire purely accidental due to cliradtc 
ind tovirortmdnt and education and h6w liable t6 change 
they •arc? 'You will find thaft the common bond is 
-^catci -and -more vital than the differences, though 
jbany of tls may not realise the fact. It is the realisa- 
tion of this Common bond of humanity that has given 
rise 'to the great Y oUth Movefnen t of to-day. Many of 
•yoU‘to'ay be too young to remember the despair and 
thcfeclingbf revolt in the minds of youth during and 
spcciftllyaftcr the Great War. Old men sat in their 
comfortable cabinets and banking hohses and hid 
their selfishness and greed and lies under a cover of 
fine phrase and • appeals for freedom and democracy, 
and the young, believing in these fine phrases, went 
out by the million to face death and few returned. 
Seventy millions of them ^ were mobilised and of the 



-*fifteen milUoas that actually served at the front; pver 
-eight milHons died and, over five and, .a half;i million 
•were maimed for life. * ,.Tfaink of, .-these ^terrible figures 
and remb'er that they were all -youngmen > with ‘their 
lives stretching out in front of < them and their ^ hopes 
unfulfilled* And what did this * awful .sacrifice j bring 
'forth ? A piece or violence and .an aggravation of all 
the ills that, the" world was j .suffering] 'from. ,You 
“remember well that the first fruits of the peace in 
India wcie the Rowlatt Acts and Martial -Law, You 
know also how the fine principle of self-determination 
'which the allies shouted from the house tops, has been 
applied to India and to other' ; countries. -A, new, 

* cloak for the greed of the imperialist powers was 
created in the shape of mandates and in awarding 
mandates the "principal consideration" was to'he the 
preference of the inhabitants. This preference was 

.shown unaccountably by rebellion against the British 
in Mesopotamia and rebellion against the French in 

• Syria. But the aeroplanes and bombs were the 
British answer in Iraq and the ancient and beautiful 
city of Damascus was reduced to ruins by the French. 
In Europe itself the peace created for more problems 
than it solved. 

I* it any wonder that the youths of' the world 
rebelled and cast out their old time leaders on whom 
cvm the terrible Irsson of the war was lost, and who 
still went on intriguingin the old w*y, and prepared 
for yet another and a greater War ? Youth set about 
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«6rganisini.iitself .and' set oUt to find the ways aiicT 
iBieans of "establishing 'ari order of society which would 
-put an end to' the misery a^d conflicts of to-day. ' 

That IS ,the basisoithe'worU Youth Movement 
to-^ay. _ ft is a, larger and wiser basis' than that of 
-national freedom, for it became obvious to them'tLt 
-the narrow nationalism of the West lays the seeds of 
Avar.and national freedom often results in the freedom 
• of .a handful of people 'only and the rest continue to 
suffer and be exploited. And so the youth, of the 
world probed deeper into , the ' cause of present-day 
misery, they studied the economic and social con- 
•ditionsof the people and they saw that although 
'-science and 'the changes that scieT’ce had brought had 
'in a few generations covered the track of centuries, 
the minds of men still lagged behind and thought 
-terms of the dead past. Science had made the world 
international and in ter- dependent but national rivalries 
•continued and resulted in war. Science had vastly 
increased production and there was enough for all 
--and to spare but poverty continued and the contrasts 
•between luxury and misery were marked than ever 
•before. But if mankind is foolish and errs, facts do 
not adapt themselves to its errors. And the woe of 
•our imagination conflicts with the world of reality 
and is it any wonder that chaos and misery result-? 
Tacts arc not to blame for this. The troubles and the 
,<iifficulties lie not in things but in our miscon- 
.^eption of them and misinterpretation of them. Qur 
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feWers-fail fr^qudntly because they -art; riiid ^ in their 
minds and unable to change their mental outlook or 
adapt themselves to ' changing facts. But youth is not 
hidebound or rigid. Youth can think and is not afraid 
of the &'nsequeH<:es cif 'thougHt. DonOt imagffnc that, 
thought an eSsy matter or't'hat its 'cdh^b^Uence's are 
triyial. Thought is not bt shbuld not bfe afraid of the 
virra'^th of the heavens or the f^Wbfs fcff the 'hi: 11. Tt is^ 
the most revolutionary fUihg^'bn 'featth '’Arid it is 
because youth dare think “and darb iidi: that it bolds 
out the promise of taking but 'this cbuVitry ^nd this 
world of ours form the iiils'aiid fnite in ^Kich “thity 
have sunk. 

Are you, young men and women of Bengal, going 
to dare ? Are you prepared to stand shoulder to 
shoulder with the youth of the world, not only to 
free your country from an insolent and alien rule but 
also to establish in this unhappy world of ours a 
better and happier society. That is the problem before 
you and if you wish to face it squarely and fearlessly 
you will have to make up your mirfds to ride yourself 
and your country of every obstacle in your patfa^ 
whether it is placed by our alien rulers or has the 
prestige of ancient custom. You must have your ideal 
cleat cut before you— how else you hope to build^chc 
great structure of your dreams ? Can you build a 
palace on the foundations of mud hut or a fine bridge 
with straw ? With definite ideals of your goal you 
will gain clearness of purpose and effectiveness of 
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laction and each step that you take will catty you 
-nearer to your heart’s desire. What shall this idea be; 
National independence and perfect freedom to develop 
•on the line of our own choosing is the essential re- 
quisite ol all progress. Without it there can be no 
political or economic or social freedom. But national 
independence should not mean for us merely atn addi- 
tion to the warring groups of nations. It should be 
• a step towards the creation of a w’orld commonwealth 
'of nations in which we can assist in the fullest measure 
to bring about world co-operation and world 
harmony. 

But there can be no world co-operation so long as 
one country dominates over and exploits another and 
-one group or class exploits another. Therefore we 
shall have to put an end to all exploitation of man by 
man or woman by man. You cannot have a purely 
political ideal for politics is after all only a small part 
of life although, situated as we are under alien rule, 
,it dominates every branch of our activity. Your ideal 
•Tnust be a complete whole and muse comprise life as 
it is to-day, — economic, social as well as political. It 
can only be one of social equality in its widest sense 
-and equality of opportunity for every one. It is 
notorious that we have neither these to-day. Our 
"women folk, in spite of the great examples of old that 
we are so fond of repeating, are shackled and unfree. 
Xarge classes of our countrymen have been deliberately 
suppressed by us in the past and denied all opportuni- 



the condition of the poor workers in these mills ani 
yet the jute workers, miserable as they are, have gone 
there becauie there was no room for them on the land 
or their coitditicn on the land were even worse. Can 
you expect any place in' the land where there is so- 
much m sery and so much contrast between wealth 
and abject poverty ? You cannot ignore these problems 
or leave them to a future age for solution and if you 
are afraid of tackling them you find that-facts can only 
be ignered at your peril. We are sometimes told that 
wc must do justice between landlord and tenant and 
capitalisr and worker, and justice means the main- 
tenance of the status quo. It is the kind of justice 
the League of Nations .gives when it maintain^ tic 
present status quo with the imperialist powers- 
dominating and exploiting half the earth. When tie 
status qi.o itself is rank injustice those who desire, 
to maintain xt must be considered as upholders of tt.at 
injustice. 

If ycur idcal'is to be one of social equality and 
wotld fcdcrattcn then perforce icu must voik fora 
socialist state The Svord socialist frightens mmy 
piople-in this country, But that matters little for te..r 
IS tl em cerstent companion. Ignorant of everything 
important that has happened in this '^Glld of theugbt 
since they left their school-books they fear what they 
n ot and will not understand. It is for you, the 
youth of the country, to appreciate the 'new forces and 
ideal that arc convulsing the woild andto apply them to 



pack of cards before this airy nothing ? Surely you 
could not have better evidence of the weakness of this 
giant Empire which sprawls over the fairest portions of 
the earth surface. It is a giant with feet of clay.' But 
if an idea is a dangerous thing it is also a very elusive 
thing. It crosses ficntiers end customs barriers with- 
out paying any duty and bayonets and men of war 
cannot stop it. Tlie Government of India must be 
strangely lacking ir intelligence if they imagine they 
can stop any ideas frem entering India by legislation. 

What is this communist idea before which the 
British Empire quakes ? Ido not propose to discuss 
It there hut 1 wish to tell ycu that though person- 
ally I do not agree with many of the methods of the 
communists and I am by no means sure to what 
extent communism , can suit the present conditions 
in India, 1 do believe in communism as an iceal of 
society. For essentially it is socialism, and socialism 
I think is the only way if the world is to escape 
disaster. 

And Russia: what of ber? An outcastc like 
us from the nations and much slandered and often 
erring. But in spite of her many mistakes she stands, 
to-day as a great opponent of imperialism and her 
record with the nations of the East has been fust 
and generous. In China and Turkey and Persia of 
her own free will she gave up her valuable rights 
and concessions, whilst the British bombarded the 
etowded Chinese cities, and killed Chinamen by 
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liundreds because they dared to protest against Btitisb 
‘Imperialism* 

In the city rf Tabriz in Persia when the Russian 
•ambassalor first came, he called the populace to- 
gether and on behalf of the Russian nation tendered 
formal apology for the sins of the T^ars. Rusna goes 
to the East as an equal, not as a conqueror or a 
Tace proud superior. It is any wonder that she is 
welcomed ? > . * 

Some of you may go in after years to foreign 
-countries for your studies. If you go to England, 
•yjuwitl notice in full mjasure wha: race prejudice- 
is. If you go to the continent 'Of Europe, you will ‘ 
Tje more welcome Whether you go to France or .Germ- 
any or Italy. If any of you go to Russia, you . 
Tvill see how racial feeling is utterly absent and how 
the Chinamen through the Universities .'of Moscow 
arc treated just like others, . ' 

I have placed before you the ideas of internation- 
alism and socialism as the only ideals worthy of 
the fine temper of youth. Internationalism can of 
<oursc only come to us through national independence. 
It cannot come through the British Empire or the 
British Common'wealth of Nations, call it what you 
will, for the empire is co-day the creacest foe of inter- 
aiationalism. If in future England chooses to enter 
teal world Federation, none will welcome her more 
than we, but she will hawc to shed her imperialism 
before she can enter. Our Quarrel is not with the 
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•people of England but with the imperialism of EnglanJ- 
1 have laid stress on internationalism although it may 
bc'a distant ideal for us. But the world is already 
largely international although one may not realise it. 
And situated as we are the reaction against foreign 
Tule is apt to make us narrowly national. We talk 
of the greatness of India and of her special mission to 
the world and we love to dwell on hsr past. It is 
■well that we remember over past for it was great 
4 ind worth remembering. But it is for age to look 
"back, youth’s eyes should be turned to the future. 
And I have often wondered if there is any country 
■in the world, and people who do not fancy that 
they h.ivc a special mission for the world. England has 
her * White man's burden' which she insists on 
, carrying in spite of ungrateful people who object and 
rebel ; France has her 'mission civilisatrilc” ; America 
is "God’s own Country" ; Germany has her "Kultur" : 
.Italy has her new gospel of Fascism; and Russia her 
•communism, and it has been so alw’ays. The Jews 
were the elect of the. Lord, and so were the Arabs. 
T)oes it not strike you ; as strange that every country 
'Should have the identical notion of having a special 
mission to reform the world? If I may say so every 
country has some mission in the world to enrich its 
culture in some way, and none need lay claim to being 
-chosen of the Lord. 

Selbadmiratioa is always a dangerous thing in an 
individu^ It is egually ^ngerous in the nation for 



it makes it self-satisfied and indolent and the worltf. 
passes by leaving it behind. We have little enough 
reason to be satisfied with our present lot, with many* 
of our customs, with out excessive religiosity, with. 
the lot of our women and the terrible condition of' 
the masses. What good docs it do us to waste our 
energy and our ticni in chanting praises of the dead 
past when the present claims our attention and work 
awaits us ? The world changes and is changing 
rapidly and - if we cannot adapt ^our society to the' 
new condicions, we are doomed to perish. We have 
seen what can be done in a brief span cf years and 
even months by a Kamal Pasha or an Amanulla who- 
were not afraid to break through ancient customs, 
and prejudice. What had been* done in Turkey and 
backward Afghanistan can be done in India. But it 
can only be done in the manner of Kamal Pasha or 
Amanulla by fearlessly facing obstacles and removing, 
them and not waiting till the crack of doom for slow 
reform. It is not a choice for you, as it was not a 
choice for Turkey or Afghanistan, brtween slow and 
rapid reform. It is a choice between extinction and ‘ 
immediate action. Turkey and Afghanistan chose 
the latter path and arc reckoned to-day as great 
Nations, What will your choice be ? 

The world is in a bad way and India specially i$v 
in a perilous state in spite of the glitters and super-- 
fidal splendour of your great cities. There arc- 
rumours of w.ar and awful propl^ccics that the next wac- 
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may result in irretrievable disaster to civilisation- 
But the very excess of evil may hasten the course^ 
Does not our own Gita states * Great men have 
come from age to age in this country and elsewhere 
to help mankind. But greater than any man is the 
idea which he has embodied. And the conception 
of Dharaia changes from age to age, and in a changing 
world a custom chat was good in past times may be 
perilous to society to'day You do not go to Bombay 
lo-day in a bullock cart or fight with bows and arrows. 
Why stick to customs which were good only in the 
days of the bullock cart^ancTbows sind arrows ? 

And the greatman -who have come always been 
rebels against the existing order. Two thousand five 
hundred years ago the great Buddha proclaimed his 
gospel of social equality and fought against all privilege, 
priestly or otherwise He was a champion of the 
people against all who sought to exploit them. Then 
came another great rebel, Christ, and then the Prophet 
of Arabia who did not hesitate to break and change 
almost every thing he found. They were realists who 
saw that the world had outgrown its ancient practic- 
es and customs and sought to bring it back to reality. 
The Avatars of to-day are great ideas which come 
to reform the world. And the idea of the day is social 
equality. Let us listen to it and become its instrument 
to transform the world and make it better place to- 
Ifve in. 

I may be a weak instrument capable of doing little- 
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by myself in spite of my ardent desire to do much. And 
TOO individually may be able to do little. But you 
and I together can do much and working well the 
awakened youths of this country we can and will 
achieve something. For youths only can save this 
country and the world. Ido not admire the Fascists 
but I do admire them for having as their war cry a. 
hymn tcJ'youth "Govinezza," and I wish you would 
also adopt their motto. "Live dangerously”. Let our- 
elders seek security and stability Our quest must be 
adventure, but adventure is a noble enterprise which 
promises to bring peace to a distracted world as 
security and stability to the millions who have it not- 

You and I arc Indian and to India we owe much 
but we are human being also arid to humanity we also 
owe a debt. Let us be citizens of the Common vcalth 
-of Empire of youths. That is the only empire to which 
we can owe allegiance for that is the forerunner of the 
-future federation of the world. 

( 2 ) ' 

‘•Friends, 

I was greatly perturbed by the recent happenings 
in the country. The execution of Bhagat Singh 
and his comrades was a reminder of our inability -to 
protect the brave and ^patriotic youngmen. I have 
also heard in the afternoon of the tragic happenings at 

•I'jndit N'fl*ru'» jpeech In t'vc All InJia Stujent* Convention, 
I^raclu hald on ^G(h M^rch 1931 . ^ 
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♦Cawnpote, culminating in a large number of deaths. 
It is reported that one of my very cear friends Pandit 
Gancsh Shanker Vidyarthi, President of the Provincial 
■Congress Committee, had been killed in the course 
• of the rioting Like the true brave Congressmen as 
he was, he must have rushed to the point of danger, 
and must have tried to pacify the people who were 
'killing each other. If he had met his death in that 
manner, it was as a true Indian should meet it. The 
tragedy of Cawnporeds the abject lesson that violence 
used by us, though with the best of motives, is apt 
■to recoil on us and lead to internecine conflict. The 
-only people who profit by it are our opponents. Wc 
cannot settle any vital problem in the country to-day, 
much less the communal problem, by violence, nor 
could we settle it by temporary pacts or arrangements. 
Only by attacking the root of the disease could we 
•eradicate it. Youngmen, especially, have to bear 
'the brunt of the work for the solution of these prer 
"blems. Youngmen must envisage a new order of things 
and eradicate the evils which make progress impos- 
sible. Youngmen must remember that "freedom’* and 
"independence” were mere words till a new order is 
fashioned which ends inequalities, exploitation and 
.religious bigotry.” • 

".Tnere is a great deal of discussion about truce 
'to-day, but I should like the youth to remember that 
'jio living country can accept any settlement which is 
•anything less than complete independence. Any 



settlement which barters away a part of freedom, must, 
necessarily fail, and the struggle will have to be- 
continued. Therefore let young men be quite clear 
about the ideal of complete freedom and social- 
equality. The time for shouting of slogans has passei 
away, and young men must act, for action alone^ 


counts. 



'7 believe profoundly that you ii'ho are young can 

3niild a nation of the strong, a nation of the free yo» 

are the path finders of to-morroiv. You are the builders of 
greater India. , 

"Then go out to the multitudes that ivait nith hungry 
hearts for the message of India. Go, and tell them that 
India lives for a mighty mi55ton. Carthage and Babylonia 
■are gone~^India lives on. Rome that dreamt the dream 
of dominion and conquest, Rome is gon^ — India lives on. 
■Greece the cradle of culture, the shrine of art and philoscr 
vhy, Greece is gone — India lives on. Not untftout a purpose. 
India to give a mighty message to the nations ; *and nhat 
greater pnvilige than this, — to do and die in the service 
■of India ** 


T, L. Vasivani 
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--wonders. But they must be united in one body in a' 
common service. They must be united in the strength 
of faith in India and the Indian Ideals. To-day we 
start the “Bharat Yuvak Sangha,” an Order of Young 
India^ 

“The very first article of the Order’s faith must 
be faith in “Bharat Dharma." India has not lived for 
herself. India lives to give the message of the Rishis- 
thc message of the ancient Wisdom — to the world. 
Let young men be filled with the inspiration of Indian 
ideals. If they perish, they' must perish the hope of 
India, One tmportant object of the order of Young 
India should be to study and spread Bharat Dharma. 

I ask you that are young to turn my thoughts away 
from the distractions and depression of to-day to the 
mighty destiny that awaits India. As Upanished has 
well declared *- — “A man becomes what he thinketh 
upon." Think, then of what India may be in the 
coming days. Think of the mighty potentialitcs 
within you to make her fulfil her mission to huma- 
nity. 

“The Bharat Yuvak Sangh should have “ashramas.” 
There must, gradually, be built a net- work of 
'ashrams’ throughout the length and breadth of India. 

1 have in my mind a picture of an ideal '* ashram." 
r have not the time to describe the picture to you in 
its several aspects td-day~ *1' -shall be content with 
on imperfect statement of three or four aspects of the 
picture. 'The ‘‘ashrama’* as I think of it, should among 
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••other things, teach this central truth of national 
.advance Be ■strong. I want India’s youth to be the 
sons of "Shakti.” I want every young man to develop 
strength, and therefore to develop first his body and 
train it to be a servant of the ideal. To-day young men 
• arc weaTc. Many years ago an Englishman came to 
Sind. He described the Sindhi as strong in phjsique. 
’To-day Sindhi young men are weak in body. Coming 
to the Punjab, rich in noble traditions and memories 
of the martial spirit, what do I see ? The Punj'abi 
young men, too are declining physically. And my 
•esteemed friend, the chairman of the Reception 
’Committee, Mr. P. K, Ghosh will agree with me 
that the Bengalis, too, have declined physically. I 
•want the young to be strong. India m^ds strength — 
.all possible strength to-day, strength of body, strength 
.of mind, strength of the Atman. No weak-nation 
may hope to be free. Look not for freedom to council 
.debates, look not for freedom to parchments of Parlia- 
ment. Freedom will grow out of ‘Shako.’ Be strong. 
’Weakness is a sin. And believe me, the body is the 
temple of God. How true is the ancient Sanskrit 
saying, “ Shartram Brahma mandiram" I The first 
’lesson, I would have the young learn in the ‘ashrama’ 
is- “be strong,” the second is *bc simple,” Indeed in 
true simplicity is strength. A Lahore friend told me 
•that young Punjabis arc running after fashions. 
Fashion is folly. Study the lives of India’s great men. 
They have been simple. The ‘rishis’ of Aryavarta,— 
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3jow simple they were f The haroe:{ and teachers of 
India,- fiom the mighty days of Shri Ram Chandra,, 
down t*o our own daik days,— illumined by the life, 
and example of Mahacmu Gandhi — have been simple. 

"In the ‘ashrama’ as I think of it, I would also- 
have every young man observe this rule that he must 
do at least one act of service every day. 'Sewa’ service 
of the poor, is what envolves and enriches life. Service- 
of ihe poor is the end of knowledge, 

"We stand on the threshold o: a new age. Shalll 
we have a new India, — a liberated India ? We will 
lay the foundation ot a new nation. In cveiy pio' 
vince are needed young men, who would be sons of 
strength and couiage, ‘sbakti’ worshippers. Such 
youngmen, filled with the Indian ideal andiichin. 
wealth of renunciation and sacrifice will open a new 
chapter in our histoiy. ^oung men, wl/o would be- 
"Bhikshus" in spine united together m the service of 
iovejean work miracles. 

"Believe me, they wait for you— the multitudes- 
in the countiy- I hey wait for you. They wait for 
the message in towns and villages. There is a beautr- 
ful srory in an ancient book. A boy says to his 
mother "Mother I You have spoken oft to me of 
Shri Krishna. Is Krishna alive ? "yes," the mother 
"the Lord is not dead, he lives." "I sec him not," 
says the boy. And the mother says, "If you would 
sec him, my child you muse practise on Sadlun." And 
he says, "I am ready, teach rf.e," And the mother 
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says, “My boy if you would meet Krishna, the Lord, 
offer every day, this little simple prayer, with faith 
and love in thy heart, “May X, O Lotus- eyed ! be a 
sacrifice to thee.” 

Message of India “Young men 1 of; er this ancient 
prayer. Purify and strengthen your life with this 
ancient aspiration. "May I O Lotus-eyed, be a 
sacrifice to Thee ? Then go out to the multitudes that 
wait with hungry hearts* for the message of India, - 
the message of “Bharat Dharma’V Go, and tell them 
that India lives for a mighty mission. Carthage and 
Babylonia are gone; India lives on. Rome that dreamt 
the dream of dominion and conquest. Rome is gone.— 
India lives on. Greece, the cradle of culture, the 
shrine of art and philosophy, Greece is gone,- India 
lives on. Not without a purpose. India lives to 
give a mighty message to the nations ; and what greater 
privilegc than this. -to do and die in the service of 
India ? Go and spread this message in town after 
town, village after village. And with the beauty of 
the ancient ideal, hypnotise the whole of Hindustan 

♦ ** I come to you as a Bhikshu in India long dgo 
appeared. Millions do him reverence to-day He 
became Buddha. In his heart was compassion for 
all [creatures. In his heart was love for humanitv and 
he to, his disciples: ‘G o je my disciples and ask 

, ' •Prof. address delivered by him at The Karachi Youih' 

CoDfereace met on the 27ih May, J928 at Karachi. 



p„p.e. . .he, .e.p .-.h... 

‘^TrDo^f/rX'hef-lS eh^'^othe.- 

What i! Leded is Shaktiand Shakti grows m sileoce. 
have made nations great. 

■■ rt^ens r strt 

nHndia Tne Bharat Yuvak Sangha is meant to Imk 
^Lther youngmen ia different provinces for a 
together J ® love and reverence 

r^ndu aXh'r esiential message is love for all 
for India a j that -all nations arc 

laccs, for all relig - ^^ffg-jors of the one light 

in a measure, sma g - . 

-the light of . we must build 

build the and Love. I believe also .that 

:tt"rn"onalm^^^ the national 

tiT.vethat the world is waiting for a new type of 
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itself, in national institutions and make for the revival 
and reconstruction of the life of nations. In other 
words I believe that international without national 
is empty even as the national w’thout the international 
is blind. We need both and I may say that this ideal 
inspires the youth movement concerning which I am 
to speak, 

“ I attach great importance to bodily culture. 
To-day youngmen go about with broken bodies. I 
often say bodybuilding is nation-building. 1 1 believe 
this to be profoundly true. Ancient Greece was great 
and I have asked myself the question what vas the 
secret of the greatness of ancient Greece. Ancient 
Greece was highly intellectual but the civilizatiort 
of ancient Greece was not merely of the intellectual 
type ; her civilization was also aesthetic. More I 
study the history of Humanity the more I find that 
every vital civilization has been in a measure, small 
or great, a synthetic civilization. I believe the note 
of the coming age — the note of the new civilization is 
going to be built through fellowship between! East 
and West. One fundamental note of the new civili- 
zation will be a note of integration. India- fell because 
matter was sundered from the spirit. The body was 
separated from mind. India fell when she developed 
a contempt for the physical. Over and over again in 
the pages of Upanishads the Rishis sing that matter is a. 
manifestation of the mind. ' I desire that body and 
BundilDDiy arid sou\i which ^or a \ong time have hecn 
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?cept apart, should be reintegrated in the life of India. 
The conception of the spiritual life as divorced from 
the earth, — divorced from the material or physical 
needs — is to be combated. Youngmen should build 
xip their bodies. ‘ , 

“ I want youngmen to study lives of great heioes 
of India and those of the heroes of the other’ parts of 
the world. Let youngmen study the Jives of Bbisbroa, 
Sivaji, Prithviraj, Hanmnm, MeSiney; Giribaldt, 
Abraham Lincoln and other great msn of action. So 
will youth grow in the spirit of courage. In every 
■month one day may be set apart as sacred to the 
memory of a great hero.” 

“The Sangha believe also in the value of ancient 
culture. It seems to me there arc two extremes in 
regard to this subject. There ore some who /think 
that Indian culture is useless, I am afraid this, was 
the view of Macaulay who said that the whole library 
of oriental literature was not worth a single shelf of 
accidental library. He thought Indian culture as 
useless. Then there is the other extreme. According 
to some Indian culture* is perfect. I do not bclici'c 
that any culture is final. I believe that human 
cultures progress as civilisation progresses. Recognising 
chat Indian culture is not the final, I submit in all 
humility that Irjdian culture has a great message for 
the modern world. Indian cidture is permeated with 
the spirit of a great ideal and I want that the high, 
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-spiritual ideal to flow again into the life of India and 
modern world,” 

( 2 ) 

•You have choosen for the chut a man who is lover 
•of silence and seclusion. I belivc that silence is 
-strength. And I have breathed out, agiin and again, 
an aspiration that I may have the strength to speak 
without words» I feel grateful that you have given me 
a comer in the temple of youc hearts. What have I 
done to deserve it ? I only know that I have conai to 
you'with nothing but love in my heart — love and faith. 
‘I love the students. I love the young, I have faith in 
them. The nation of to-morrow is bcin^ made not in 
the naper resolution of our Conferences and Councils 
but in the deep, silent resolves of some among the 
students of to'day. 

You and such of you in,differcnt parts of India I 
-salute as the builders of to-morrow. The people of 
Socrates the Yogi generated forces which shaped the 
thought and life of Europe, The young men who 
rallied round Maeconi and Garibaldi gave a new life 
to their nation long before Mussolini and his Black 
Shirts arose to rebuild a new United Italy. Wesley 
•and Whiccficld, students of the ** Holy Club, ” initiat- 
ed a revival which, in the words of tlic English histor- 
ian Green, “changed the whole tone of English Society". 
Buddha and Shankara I Each was a young man when 

• l*n^r. addret* at the BIbar Sluden'i Conferenee a* 

wi Oct. -I, JWO. 
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he started on his world mission Each awakened Indiai 
to a new life. The young have ‘been the saviours of' 
societies and nations. Somewhere is given a pretty 
legend. It tells of an invisible bell softly swinging and 
sounding wonderful music. And all who will keep the- 
inner chamber of their hearts open, may hear, — the 
story says. — how the invisible bell rings and sings in. 
holy-twilight. My silence and seclusion have been filled 
with ray cries to Godr — O Thou of the Ancient Days /' 
Who will lead again India, our Ancient Mother, to the* 
promised land ? " And then in the holy darkness- 
before the dawn, one thinks, I have heard an invisible 
bell ring and sing to me a mighty hope, a mighty faith - 
** Let not thy heart be sad * The nation's youth yet" 
will build, rebuild "-India into a nation of strong~ai 
nation of the free I ” 

In this hope, in his faith 

'* In all countries, cither Asiatic or European,, 
youth have played and are still playing a prominent 
part in the political, social and economic revolution- 
that has brought about a regeneration or restoration, 
of fallen nations or oppressed countries. 

"•The economic revival of Germany after the Great 
War was no doubt due to the strenous efforts of the* 
youth. The political emancipation of Ireland was the 
result of concerted and wcH-equipped youth organisa- 
tion of that country. In the Egyptian strugglcfor 
independence the youth ag.-iin arc the standard bearers, 
of National honour and National freedom. The fas-- 
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cist movement in Italy is but another phase of univer- 
sal activity as the young Turks and Afghan is select-- 
ing against the old enervating customs and superstitions 
of their respective countries. But the most recent and 
perhaps the most inspiring of all examples is that of 
China, and the achievement of young Nationalist 
China arc one of the most wonderful political pheno- 
mena of modern times. 

" Thus when the youth of all civilised countries in 
the world is awakened and carrying on incessant strug- 
gle and rebellion against all the existing evils and 
stagnati.>n, even when the Afghan youth, who but 
yesterday was considered as belonging to a semi-civi- 
lized and fmatic hill tribe, is up and has joined the 
general ranks and file of the youth reformers of the 
world, is it possible, is it conceivable that the Indian 
youth alone should lay behind ? Nay that is not pos- 
sible. The time has come, indeed it is long past, when 
the energetic spirits, enthusiastic and patriotic youth 
in India is also expected to awake and shake off the 
paralysing effects of long lethargy and join his youth- 
ful comrades in the world, to do service to his dear 
motherland and to help and co-operate in reshaping , 
his country and thus, in reconstructing the world." 



'”To my mmd, thz necessity of a youth movement 
'■in a country like India suffering under a foreign domina- 
•tion for years is much greater than in those countries that 
have already achieved thetr freedom and hence the great 
responsibility and greater duties are imposed on an Indian 
youth than the youth of any other country, and I feel con* 
fident that the youth ivill most 7 eadtly and ivtlltngly res- 
pond to tins clarion ’"call' to ^duty and unftiinchingly and 
Ungrudgingly discharge his patriotic duty at the most critical 
luncture in the hist\ ry of the unfortunate country." , 

/ K. F, Narimwu 



IV 

K. F, NARIMAN 


'friends, 

This is the first movement amongst the youths of 
various provinces which has brought togsthcr in a 
spirit of true comradeship and companionship the 
-students of various educational and other institutions, 
not only of the same city or town but of the same 
province and ultimately of the whole country. This 
assembly to-day is a self-evident proof of that fact 

• cannot be gainsaid. For want of general organization 
and opportunity hitherto, for all these years, there 
was a feeling of aloofness and isolation amongst thc^ 
students even of the same college or institution, 

. although an Indian student is not of a secluded nature 
by temperament. The Youth Movement is the first 

• organized effort to bring the students* world together 
as one class, and such organisation not only fosters 

' the spirit of harmony and universal brotherhood but 
liUo serves as a channel for ventilating their common 
grievances. What a wonderful and decisive effect 
-su.'h concerted and organised action has on the 
authorities is proved by the recent instances in the 

•Mr. Narimans prrji'JrntJal speech in Youtli ConKresa svbich 
-.m-l .“U l>esbandhunagar CaJeutia on the'iSlh December 1923. 
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Bombay PrcshJency, when the Government wass 
compcllei to give up a proposal, on account of thc- 
Youth League’s agitation, to enhance school and* 
college fees. 

This spirit of comradeship and fellowship- 
j.mongst smdents and youths of different communities 
and sects engendered from earlv yeirs, is bound to^ 
produce salutory effect on the' large and grave com- 
munal problems that are so baneful to the public oF 
our country to-day. Often when ciders arc wrangling 
through the press or platform and exhibiting and 
betraying nsrrow communal fanatic views, the youths- 
of all toramunities in their conclave are engaged in 
Solving large national issues, an 3 I feel confident that 
if this spirit of intei-comnaunal good-will and 
harmony is encouraged through this organization thc- 
future generation will at /east be free from communal 
canker that is rotting our public life to-day. 

r look upon this huge pandal as a vast recruiting; 
office, my valiant and brave friend Syt. Subhash Bose 
and his colleagues and co*workets as so many recruit- 
ing officers, and you my young friends, brothers and' 
sisters delegates and visitors, as so many young appli- ^ 
cants anxiously awaiting to be recruited and enlisted 
in the Army of Swaraj, not at the command of the 
king or constituted foreign authority Hki mercendries^. 
but at the command of your dear Motherland, your 
country and the constituted National authority, 
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::ginant band of patriotic volunteers. 

It has been and it shall ever be our endeavour to 
sec the Youth movement in any part of the country 
does not remain a mere deliberativ^e body, its only 
function being to meet at stated intervals, at fixed 
places and merely discussing piobUms and passing 
icsolution. That will only result in the addition of 
one more glorified debating society in the country 
■which may undoubtedly add some more glamour and 
xest to the political life in the country but will not 
suffice to achieve the real object in view. The elders 
can afford to deliberate, discuss and pass resolutions 
and pile them up m files for the edification of future 
generation. It is the privilege, duty and responsibility 
of youth to go further and tafec actual effective 
^teps to give effect to the resolutions they have de- 
bated, discussed and pnSsed. That is how the Youth 
movement m Bombay has become a new dynamic 
force to be reckoned ■with in the political as well as 
social activities ot the Presidency. 

Another grave danger against which I wish you 
-to be guarded, is the fact very oiten noticed in this 
Jand, as ^haps in all countries, nc., that a move* 
menc newly started displays a good deal of enthusiasm 
•energy and spirit in the beginning, but in the course of 
-a lew ycais, that newly kindled enthusiasm and 
^spirit dies out and lethargy creeps in and the move- 
.ment loses all its life and fotcc. 1 do hope that will 
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not be the fate of this Youth Movement. 

Youth Movement all the wo'Id over is new phases 
in the modern political, economic and social history* 
of the world. In all countries, cither Asiatic on 
European Youths have played and arc still playing a- 
prominent part in the political, social or economic 
revolutions that has brought about a regeneiation or 
restoration of fallen nations or oppressed countries and 
a brief survery of youth activities in some country 
would be instructive as well as inspiring to this newly 
awakened spirit of youth in this country. The eco- 
nomic revival of Germany after the Great War was* 
no doubt due to the strenuous efforts of the^youch. 
The political emancipation of Ireland was the resulc- 
of concerted and well equipped Youth organisation of 
that country. In the Egyptian struggle for Indepen- 
dence, the youth again are the standard' bearers of 
National Honour and National freedom. The .Fascist 
Movement in Italy is bpt another phase of- universal 
youth activity as the young Turk and Afghan is- 
rcbelling against the old enervating customs and 
auperstiridns of their respective countries But the 
most recent and perhaps the most inspiring of all, 
examples is that of ’ China, and the achievement of 
young Nationalist China arc one of the mdse wonder- 
ful political phenomena of modern time. 

Thus- when the youth of all civilised countfiey. 
in the world is awakened and carrying cn incessant: 
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straggle and leballicn against all the existing ^vils 
and stagnation, even when the Afghan youth, whe 
but till yesterday was considered as belonging to a 
semi* civilised and tanatic hill tribe, is up and 
has joined the general rank and file of youth reformers 
of the world, is it possible, is it conceivable that the 
Indian youth alone snould lag behind 7 Nay, that is 
not possible. The time has come, indeed ic is long 
past, when the energetic, spirited, enchusiascic and 
patriotic youth in India is also expected to awake and 
arise and shake oft the paralysing effects of long 
lethargy and join his youthful comrades in the world, 
to do service to his dear Motherland and help and 
co-operate in reshaping his country and thus, in 
reconstructing the w’orld. 

To my mind, the necessity oi such a Youth Move- 
ment in a country like India, suffering .under a foreign 
domination for years is much greater than in th^se 
countries that have already achieved their freedom, 
and hence the grave responsibilities and greater duties 
are imposed on 'an Indian youth chan the youth of any 
other country, and I feel confident that the youth will 
most readily and willingly respond to this clarion call 
to duty and unflinchingly and ungrudgingly discharge 
bis patriotic duty at the most critical juncture in the 
history of this unfortunate country. 

’/Friends, I speak with confidence of the Indian 
youth, because in my short experience as the president 
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.of the Bomtoy Vouth ^ 

youth of any ot undying patriotism, and 

^he same aevouo. .Xt ot seU-cnfiee. and 

love for his country, free—all virtuous 

.above all, burning the youth activities 

traits and qualities t a needed, 

of other ““tnes .egulated organi- 

is a proper, well discpn aisinteisted leadership 

zation, a bold, courag change in the mental 

andwhatis most impjr atmosphere and 

outlook and ,, a retrograde drag, and 

surrounding, which .^elopment and progress. 

prevents the ‘ ji-ra^od duty of a Youth 

Therefore, the pd more particularly m 

Movement in ^^eneraring causes that are 
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ithe results arc bound to be more disastrous and greater 
•effort would be necessary to restore that nation to its 
•original greatness and glory. 

From the early days of the East India Company* 
-as the ancient records prove, tEc educational policy of 
the Government was laid down not with a view to 
-educate the people in the real sense of the word, ».e., to 
develop in the proper direction their mental, intellec- 
tual and physical qualities so as to fit them for the 
duties and responsibilities of a patriot or citizen, but 
in the words of Lord Macaulay, ' merely to train up- 
3oung natives for employment in Government offices 
-and administrative services,” so that the majority of 
Indians never went beyond the stage of looking upon 
education as the avenue that leads to government 
-Service or learn something in Universities in order to 
be able to cam something in life. That low conce priori 
unfortunately dominated and still dominates us to 
•a great extent. The other Satanic step adopted by 
the Government is the introduction of the Arms Act 
resulting in physical emasculation, 

* 

The idea and aim of education in every civilised 
country in the world is twofold. One is academical 
.attainments with a view to equip one-self for the 
'Struggle, in other words as'a means of liWliKood," but’ 
the other and ' the higher ideal 'is to build up' a real 
-manly character, to develop fit' bis mental and' physical-’ 
•qualities, to' make. ‘ him courageous, self-reliant * and 



in lepenJent, and to him in every -respect for the* 
greater and higher responsibilities and duties of a-, 
citizen and patriot for his country, by acquainting hini’ 
with the past glories and greatness of his mot lerland 
and the achievements of his national heroes But in 
this unfortunate land, the second and more important 
part of education is not only neglected, but positively “ 
discouraged. A little child in his pzimary school 
begins his scholastic career with silly lessons, about 
British kings and their kindness to India, t^ pro- 
tection they afford, the happiness and security they* 
confer on this country and, what disasters would come- 
to this country if that protection was withdrawn. 

Referring to an incident in the Bombay Council, 
the President said that he was once told by the 
Minister that the lives of patriots form dangerous 
literature. The lives and teachings of Indian patriots. ' 
and national heroes are dangerous literature for Indiam 
students, but silly lives of stupid British kings are- 
uscful knowledge that must be crammed by our 
youth at the enormous sacrifice of time, labour and' 
money. , * 

' .That this .policy of resisting all efforts to nation- 
alise the, education and develop a spirit of patriotism 
in the y^iuth, is universally followed all over Tndia,. 
and, is nqt .confine^ to our Presidency alone, is further 
dfmpnstxajtcd by similar disgraceful a^tenapt in Madras- 
where byj a., Government Rr solution such patriotic 



•and national songs 'known as ** Bharathi Songs *’ were 
proscribed and the proscription still continues in spite 
of a Resolution of the Madras Legislative Council 
demanding its cancellation, particularly from schooU 
and colleges, lest the youth be inspired with a love 
and devotion for the country and make an effort to, 
redeem it from a foreign yoke. I suppose the Govern- 
ment would like your youth to sing aloud Rule- 
Britannia, Britannia rules the waves, ” and such 
meaningless effusions, and when all the chorus girls 
of the Empire including Maharajahs and Members 
of Govenment will j'oin to sing the chorus. 

But the most recent and the most courageous 
instance is the one in connection with Victoria Jnbike 
Technical Institute in Bombay. As a part of training, 
in the Textile Department, the students are asked 
to weave a portrait on cloth and these portraits are 
preserved in the College Exhibition. Under the 
direction of a European Principal, the students arc 
required ^o weave the portraits of the Principal himself 
or European members of the Board of Management, 
cr "of persons of scientific distinction, such as Viceroys, 
Governors, Ministers, etc. By w-hat process of reason- 
ing "^th'ese officials become persons^ of "scientific dis- 
tinction, it is difiicult to understanii. , But last year 
a patriotic student ‘ desired to weave a portiWt of 
Mahatma (Sandhi, "and yrhen, the principal "came Vo 
know' of ft, he at once issued an order prohibiting it 
and the Board of Management upheld that order,. “ 
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•to the extent of crores of rupees, will be quietly glcssed 
over and every attempt will be made to bush up tbe 
shabby affair. Thus, throughout the course, if you 
make a careful survey, you will find a systematic 
effort to lower the Indian character, Indian achieve- 
ments, and to glorify and e^atol the British as the 
gallant saviours of the land and its people. 

To counteract this move on the part of educational 
authorities, the Bombay Youth League propose to start 
study classes to be run on purely national lines where 
all literature and /work exposing the dark side of the 
British Empire and the bright side of India alone 
will be permitted and students will be given facilities 
and opportunities to study the life work and speeches 
of illustrious National workers. 

What other country but India could tolerate 
and meekly submit to face national cutreges as arc 
committed on our National Leaders like L. Lajpat Rai 
or Pundit Jawaharlal Nehru by police hooligans 
and criminals in this country ? The warlike province 
of Punjab, inhabited by the most martial race in the 
country, cannot enforce even a mcdeiate and just 
•demand for an inquiry into the death of its most 
Beloved and revered leader and in that farcical and 
fraudulent body, wrongly described as the Legislative 
Oiuncih only 22 male members voted for that Reso- 
lution, while the rest of them, important, 'made an- 
exhibition of their effeminacy and impotendy by not 
•possessing sufficient couiage even to vote for such .a 
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fflodest demand. 

My young friends, I want you to appreciate that 
you arc the present watch dogs and the future owners ' 
of this ancient and most valuable heritage : you arc 
the present trustees and as such, 'it 'is your duty, to 
preserve and maintain intact the National honour 
and self-respect of this ancient land and its equally 
ancient peoples. , i 

Do- not for a minute believe, because 'you have 
the misfortune to be ruled by foreigners that you^ and 
your country ate in any way inferior to your rulers, 
and that any other country can , claim to > be your 
superior. Even to*day, after the degenerating influence 
of 150 years of foreign rule, your country can boast 
of greater personalities and men in various' spheres of 
life than the so-callel Mother country of England or 
any other Europen country. From amongst the whole 
nation of shopkeepers I will challenge them to proiocc 
an individual who can be placed pn the same high' 
moral pedestal as Mahatma Gandhi. In the sphere 
of modern science, your presidency ought to be 
proud of that great scientist Sir Jagadish Bose who is 
revolutionising the scientist world. In sublime poetry, 
literature and philosophy, whom will they point our 
from the whole of England to ; match, wuth Dr. 
Rabindra Nath Tagore, worshipped and adored by all 
loven of art and litcruurc in every part of the world ? 
What statesman, scholar or patriot will they find 
in England to equal Lokmtnya TiUJc ? MacDonsld 
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Baldwin, Johnson, Burks or, -a Burckenhead -is their 
Himit, mere Jmediocres, who but for opportunities 
-afforded to a ruling race might not have risen^highcr 
than ordinary traders or head clerks. 

My young friends, I do not desire to bring these 
^facts home to you 'simply with a view to make you 
swelled-headcd, arrogant like our British opponents. 

I only desire to kindle in your mind a legitimate 
national pride, national awakening and an intense 
desire to be free. Once that feeling is awakened in 
:you, it will not be necessary to carry on any more 
-educative propaganda such as Conferences and Con- 
gresses, but that awakened spirit will itself lead you 
to discharge your duties as a ‘patriot and as a citizen, 
-creating a feeling of self-confidence and self-reliance; 
making you resent all national insults and humiliations 
and make you rebel with courage against all evils, 
^social and economic. 

The youth of a country is not only a present 
trustee and future owner of the country bur the youth 
mentality is the very foundation of nationalism and 
.patriotism of any nation, and the solidarity and weak- 
.nissofthat political structure or edifice raised will 
depend upon the sounder foundation, and the political 
iblacklegs and traitors will have no place in the ipublic 
life of the country. When that situation arises, I feel 
■certain that a silent and bloodless evolution,- almost 
mnnoticed, will work out the political' salvation of the * 
-country. . - ^ , 
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But, my young friends, side by side with thfc 
mental and physical process of development, it ir- 
necessary that you should also be engaged in some 
•useful constructive work, and I may assure you that 
your unfortunate country affords ample opporcunities- 
and vast fi»ld for much service and sacrifice. In your 
days of happiness and comfort, in your hour of joy and' 
triumph, think of the suffering humanity and extend a 
liclping hand to millions of your countrymen rottmii 
in thousands of villages, steeped in po^rty and igno- 
rance, denied both the light of God and light df' 
Learning. 

That the youths in India possess the same potenti- 
alities to fulfil the same great mission for their country,, 
though perhaps by a different mechod, is amply 
demonstrated by the recent Bardoli stiuggle. The 
triumph of Bardoli was mainly, if not entirely, due to- 
the courageous band of youth volunteers fromv 
various “Ashrams” and National Institutions of' 
Gu/erat. This self-sacrificing and devoted band of 
youthful workers formed the well disciplined and well 
equipped army of Sardar Valabhai Patel. They were- 
the backbone of the whole struggle, and with remark- 
able courage, fearless independence, readiness and 
willingness to suffer and sacrifice and a divine devo- 
tion to duty this gallant band of Indian youth halted 
the mighty power of the Indian Empire and instilled^ 
similar courage and spirit of Independence in the- 
rustic peasants of Bardoli and ultimately led’ them to- 
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triumphant succ^s. These courageous youths front' 
various Swaraj Ashrams were not perhaps brilliant 
University scholars in the modem sense of the term, . 
Neither did they appear quite polished and up to date. 
University “boys’* are fastidious and fashionable. Quite 
simple in their habits, simpler in their mode of lives, 
actually leading the life of a villager, but at a moment 
of supreme crises, they displayed a mentality and 
character, and power of resistance that won for them - 
the admiration and applause of the whole country. 

As a course of training,— some of the members of 
the Bombay Youth League, both male and female, were- 
sent to Baidoli Ashram, and a few days’ contact with 
their comrades, exerted an enormous influence over 
them, so that on their return these youths were- 
entirely different individuals, discarding their fashion- - 
able attire and all their pleasure resorts like clubs and 
cinemas. They were burning with a desire to render 
some service to the unfortunate and oppressed peasantry- 
of Baidoli, and in response to a call from the Saidar, 
within half an hour about 15 young volunteers of both 
sexes started for Surat, ready to court arrest and ’ 
jail. V , 

The principalism and object of the Youth Move- 
ment in the country should be to create a future 
generation of citizens who would imbibe the beautics- 
of culture! both Eastern and Western. . without, 
emasculating or extinguishing their Indian Manhood., 
^md mentally martial spirit and character, and con— 
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•certcd efforts should be made, as it were, to *Bardolise’* 
the whole country by starting numerous Swaraj 
Ashrams in various districts all over the country. 
These ‘’Swaraj*' Ashrams like the ‘AI-Azhars’ m 
Egypt and Gaolic Leagues in Ireland should be 'the 
recruiting camps to enlist and prepare an army* d£ 
national service. In the meantime, these institutions 
can train up the youths of the country, so as to kindle 
.n National Pride in the rising ‘generation, to make 
them extremely sensitive of National Honour and 
resent and resist all efforts to humiliate or insult our 
country or Nation, to create a confidence in* self, 
making them self-icliant, self* sacrificing and 'coura- 
geous and all that resulting in a grim determination 
in youthful mind to gam freedom for this country, and 
a firm resolve that though by accident they arc 
born as slaves, they shall not die as slaves "Bandc- 
Matatam.*' 

( 2 ) 

•“This Youth Movement is a new phase in the 
political and social life of the world, and if we take 
a survey of recent events, cither in the cast ‘or west 
wc w’ill find the great revolutions have been brought 
about mainly by these new organisations and thfe 
awakening of the youth of different countries. 

“I thcfcforg, want to impress upon you, young 
/fiends, the first and the fdremost. you must Ixr 

•Mr. I’trMJr-ititsI Midmi at thr Aitdhra YimU) 

-Cw.frrcACc heU «t lW\«ada u» JtiJ 



sincere and honest in yout dealings no matter what 
the consequences may be 

“I find that youth naturally feet elated at what 
they rightly consider co be a great tniynph and re- 
cognition for their activities. But at the same time I 
must warn you, and very gravely remind you, that 
this compliment, tribute or honour to the youth 
carries with it its grave responsibility, its very 
serious duties which go hand in hand with the 
privilege. I ask you in all earnestness, and through 
you, the youths of the whole country now that the 
helm and stewardship of national affairs is placed in 
the hands of the youth, «are you or are you not 
prepared to fulfil the big promises, the tall assurances 
that you have been giving to the nation and the 
country for years past ? Now that the opportunity 
has been given to you, will you come up to the ex- 
pectations and lead the country to the desired goal 
a goal for the attainment of which the elders, both in 
and outside the Congress have been struggling for 
.generations past ? The choice is yours cither you attain 
• the highest glory or you fail, and if you fail yo.a sink 
back into the mire, and then for God’s sake'talk 
no more of the grand performances and the great 
-achievements of the youth, if this God-sent opportunity 
, jiven to you is not availed of to its fullest extent. 

"Therefore the first function and duty of the 
TTouth’ Movement in any country and more particularly 
:an India, is to remove all degenerating causes that 
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are disastrous to the natural and healthy mental devv- 
lopment. 

is not only your right and privilege, but it is. 
your first and last duty to take active part in all the* 
burning political, social, and economic questions of 
the day, for after all you arc the future lords of ther 
land and as such none is more vitally affected by this? 
question than yourself, and it is preposterous and’ 
absurd to ijsk to you to be unconccncd about matters 
that are going to affect your everyday life in future. 

"We must be prepared for the grave struggle, 
for a determined opposition, for enormous sacrifices; 
and for daily sufferings, -without which no country and 
no nation has attained its freedom. 

"My young friends, the choice is yours. In the- 
woTjls of the great poet "there is always a tide in the 
affairs of men, which taken at the flood leads on to 
fortune.” Such a tide in the affairs of the youth, 
of the country is now approaching, ff you seize the 
opportunity and take the tide at the flood, it is b<;mnd 
to lead you to fortune, and what better or greater 
fortune could you desire than the fortune of attaining 
your goal of freedom ? Make a firm resolve from: 
ttrday, before you leave this place that though you 
arc born a bondman and a slave under foreign 
domination you shall not die in bondage but sbnlFl 
attain freedom and emancipation, both political, social, 
and economic at any cost” ’ 
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( 3 ) 

*To'day, presiding over this assembly of youths^ 
THiy dury is to humbly place before you the mission 
of the youths not only in the districts and provinces 
but in the whole country, that mission is not confined 
to petty local issues or to redress local grievances here 
and there. That mission of youth is higher; nobler, 
more glorious, more divine and universal ; it covers 
all the spheres of life, it includes social, political, 
♦communal, cultural and in short all problems, effecting 
human life and human action, human happiness and 
in one word it is the redemption of humanity all round. 
It has to break through all barriers, override all old 
conventions, condemn both local orthodoxy and 
ioreign bureaucracy and strip the society of all the 
enervating and degenerating customs and habits. I 
<tnow the task Siems to be Herculean and almost 
impossible to achieve but do not despair and be not 
down-hearted. Howsoever difficult the cask, how- 
-soever thorny the path, with faith in yourself, with 
•courage in both hands, with organisation and concerted 
action, all abstacles that may at first appear insur- 
.mountable, can be overcome and the thorny path will 
be strewn with roses. The word impossible^ is only 
to be found in the dictionary of fools. It ■certainly 
♦does not exist in the ’ dictionary of youths. In order 
to make this apparently Herculean task easier and to^ 

• *Excfacts Ironi Mr. Naru'mans Presedential adress at the Kctala 
.StudenU’ Conference on May 3, 1931. . ' 
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bring it with the limited scops of human capacity, Jetr 
us proceed step by step and tackle one problem after* 
another. 

Let me deal first with the problem which appears- 
to be most pressing and needing our- immediate- 
attention. So far as the country is concerned, that 
one pressing, all absorbing and most important pro* 
blem is the attainment of complete political eraancipa^ 
tion of the country.' A satisfactory solution of that 
question will ipso facto smoothen our path and ^ clear 
our way for the eradication and removal of many other 
evils. Therefore, whilst not completely neglecting • 
other issues, tny appeal to the youth of the Province 
and the youth of the country is to concentrate all 
your energy, »spend all your power and strength, in 
short sacrifice all other issues for the present and- 
devote yourself wholly and solely to the one funda- 
mental, vital albabsorbing issue, viz, the attainment 
of -Puma 3wara]‘ or Complete Independence for the 
ancient and glorious land. Of what avail your degrees 
and your gilded robes and of what value your medals 
and.scholarships so long as th^ chain of slavery and 
of foreign • bondage disgraces-, your whole existence, 
stunts your intellect, dwarfs both your body and your 
•soul, makes you impotent dumniiej in » your own 
countjy, neither- respected' at home nor ihonourcd 
’labroad j rather be an illiterate and ignorant free- 
man than an intellectual cultured degreed sUve, the 
higher the education the cteatcr the disgrace and 
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stigma ^ of ’-"slavery. Swatni Vivekananda once im 
disgust advised all the students to throw off all their 
books, robes, sanads, all paraphernalia of University 
life, into the nearest sea and turn back with greater 
leisure and better inclination to work for the emanci- 
pation of the country. 

My young friends, I am not exaggerating, I am 
not flattering. I am not paying empty compliments 
when I say that youth is both the national asset and 
hope of the country. The elders might ponder and 
deliberate, might frame schemes and pass resolutions, 
might draw up elaborate and militant programmes, 
and issue appeals, all that merely remain on the 
paper and burden the records of Congress offices, 
unless the youths of the country come forward and 
respond to that call and appedi and execute the words 
inw action, convert pap^r schemas into active help 
and working programme. -Without your active help 
and co-operation the whole structure would fall and 
no movement can succeed. Study the modern or 
ancient* political history of any country. Ireland, 
Russia,' China, Turkey, or any other country, big or 
smalU in West pr East, the War of Independence! has 
^"been fougkt‘ and won with the army of enthusiastic, 
patriotic, sclbsacrificing ydiithk and’ ! have ndt tKc' 
least doubt in my mind that ’similar Victory' will *bc' 
won' for the country also by'thdsame ybung'"ahcl 
rising' gcheiation of dur'^ Motherland *•* 'My hope 
and prbphccS' is^ based oV personal' experience and . 
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.-personal contact. I can say with pride and confidence 

• chat the youth of the country is in no way inferior 
but in many respects superior to the youth of 
any other country in the world. So they possess 
the same seif-sacrificing spirit, the same moral' 
courage and dash and, above all, the same will and 
determination to attain freedom. What is 'wanting 
is only a proper organisation and lead ,and immediate 

..steps to remove the petrograde effects of a pernicious 
system of education. ’We have often heard and read 
severe condemnation from various sources of this 
educational system that is deliberately devised to 
serve the foreign domination and not intended to serve 
the usual good purpose of helping national growth 
and developments of a normal mind and intellect into 
healthy, national patriotic and useful citizenship. I 
will only quote a few recent instances to iliustrate 
how sj’stcmatic attempts arc being made by out present 
day rulers, to turn out "Loyalists,’* clerks, and dum- 
mies and prevent the healthy growth of true national- 
ism and patriotism in our rising generation. A few 
years back when Z was a member of the farcical body 
called l-egiilatjve Council in Bombay, I asked one or 
two pertinent questions to the Indian* Minister of 
Education, [ enquired of the Hon. Minister whether 
be did not think it more desirable to , introduce in the 

• schools’ and colleges* curriculum the lives of great 
Indian pairiois and heroes, whether it would not be 
more useful for students to know more about tl*c 
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mea and women of their own land, rather 
'than be stuffed with such silly stories about 
"kings and queens of England centuries ago. What 
useful purpose does it serve for our students to 
■^now how many wives had King Henry VIII or 
what dresses were worn by Queen Elizabeth and 
how many were her lovers and how gallant was Sir 
Walter Raleigh etc- The poor Indian Minister was 
in a very cmbaTrassing position, and for a long time 
hesitated knowing not what reply to make. Ultimately 
the European Home Member came to his rescue and 
'prompted a reply which the Indian gramophone faith- 
'fully. reproduced. The reply was, as expected, that 
:the lives, speeches and; writings of Indian National 
ileaders and heroes is a dangerous study Tor Indian 
:students and therefore it must be eschewed. It is 
•safer and better for them to know about the false 
• pomp and bogus glory of Great Britain and hence that 
-Study must continue. If out students after studying 
vtbe life of Lokmanya Tilak and Mahatma Gandhi, 
."become so many more miniature Tilaks and Gandhis, 
’where would be the safety for our rulers ? If one 
'Gandhi could shake the foundation of the British 
-Empire, production of many more even on a miniature 
-scale would only result in making our so called 
trustees quit the land, bag and baggage or even with- 
-out any luggage because baggage belongs to us. That 
-is the underlying motive governing the -whole system 
*o{ education in the country. The well-known British 
^principle as usual comej into operation. Safety and 
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yoM sing “Rule Britannia" tlic whole staff and the 
Educational Minister and the Governor will join the 
ehopis and cry ‘Anchor’ hut if you make an effort to 
sing a patriotic song even so innocent and sweet as' 
*Bande Mataram' the authorities will prick their cars, 
will smell revolution, inflict penalties and even go 
to the length of rusticating the offender. Sing the 
song as they desire but with slight alternation. ** Rule 
Britannia, Britannia, rule the waves but Indian shall 
never be Britain's slaves.” » 

Is there any wonder then, that we find in our 
midst so many cultured slaves with slavish mentality, 
diffident and distrustful, believing :n the inevitability 
and indispensability of British Rule, intellectual cow- 
ards and moral sycophants, that is or at least used 
to be the dark picture of our University product.* I 
have often inquired of many young students rvith a 
supposed brilliant University career, as to what was 
their mission in life after the termination of their 
studies. Formally most of them gave replies that 
caused depression and distress to my mind. Their 
ambition was to get a Government job with a' fan 
salary and : false pomp, if possible a Minister or 
Executive Councillor, to be able to possess dainty cars, 
^ palatial bun glow, some high sounding title to give 
a position in society and last but not the least a 
beautiful and fashionable lady to share his pomp and 
glory and beget a progeny of high class slaves like 
himself ? What a sad picture of life I I see no 
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differei cf' between their lives and t^ie lives of wcll- 
bred, bi.ih df’ss, trained race-horses. They too are 
well-looked after. They too serve and above all 
cam, somctiines more than the salaries of Executive 
Councillors and Ministers. Don't they bring high 
dividends *on the turf 7 Then what is the different- 
iating point between artistic animals like well-bred 
race horses and artistic men, who only earn fat salaries 
to live like gluttons, an extravagant and luxurious 
life and have no other mission to fulfil. I hope there 
is not one in this large gathering whose thought is so 
low and whose mission is so selfish. Let yoar watch 
word be "Service" and service to suffering humanity^ 
sacrifice to redeem your country, suffer to your 
utmost capacity to break the chain of bondage. Iiv 
-order to qualify and enable you to be fit far that 
higher and nobler mission of life, it is necessary first 
CO awaken in you a national pride and national 
consciousness. ' 

My young friends, fust imagine for a moment what 
your fore-fathers were and what your country was, cen- 
turies before the advent of Britishers. You need nor 
acudy the lying Indian and English Histories to know 
our ancient greatness and glory j for, the ciders of the- 
country, the modern city of Karachi had sent a message 
for the yourb of the country. ! bring an inspiring and 
a maic pailictic message form the ancient ruins^ 
mausoleum and monum *nt of Mohan-ii*Daro. Perhaps, 
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excavations in Sind, about 200 miles fiom Karachi, 
lias unearthed and laid bare before the world, the 
Close ancient civilization, culture, wealth, learning, 
philosophy and religion of ancient India. Not 
two or four centuries old hut even hostile critics put 
it to at least 5,000 years old ’and some students even 
take it back to 7,000 years. What wonderful ruins I 
the articles discovered arc preserved in an exhibition, 
chough the more valuable and architectural articles 
are removed to England. I challenge any modem 
architect, any modern scientist, any modern expert, 
to produce anything, half so beautiful, so scientific, 
so cultural and so rich as these articles made 7,000 
years ago, before the age of machinery and mudera 
appliances. That is but one instance. There are 
hundreds of such monuments scattered about ia 
various parts of the country. Some discovered, some 
underground ; the caves of Ajanta. the ruins of 
Somnath, the Queen of Buildings known as tbe Taj, 
ancient temples, palaces, forts, mosques. Is there 
any other country in the world, which possesses such 
convincing and incontrovertible proof of its ancient 
iloiy, wealth, learning, philosophy, religion and general 
greatness 7 Hundreds of travellers and tourists come 
from thousands of miles and arc lost in amazement 
and wonder. My young friends, that sight and scene 
has always made me sad and patlietic.' I have seen 
patriots shedding tears before these ancient monu- 
ments. All that civilisation, learning, wealth and 
gteatsvess txUted wVvtn our so-calUd tuUss* country 
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and their race was in a semi*batbarous and 'half- 
naked state. Great Britain was not even born 7,000 
years ago and for years after that, they were living 
more like monkeys than man. It was the ancient- 
civilization of youts that first taught our western 
' brethern human methods and human ways of lifeu 
And what a sad tragedy to-day that burs is the only 
country in the, world still under , bondage and -still 
struggling to attain its freedom. To-day, all figures 
and statistics prove that India is the poorest and the 
most backward of modern countries, its ancient 
industries ruined, its ancient population wipped out its 
ancient glory, wealth no more, going down and down 
every year so that unless this disastrous downward 
course is prevented in time, perhaps the country may 
be effaced from the map of the world. 

Turn to the real study of Indian economy and 
particularly after the British rule, and you will dis- 
cover the real causes for the tragic change of this 
pathetic transformation from one extreme to another. — 
Read Romeshchandra Dutt, study the facts and figures 
of Dadabhoy Naoroji and even recent works of eminent 
economists on the question, and be convinced that this 
great fall from the top to nearly tic bottom is due to 
one principal cause, the continued, never-ending, ever- 
increasing financial drain under the foreign rule. That 
fs the proper study for you, a study which you will not 
find in your schools and colleges, but which you will 
have to supplement from outside. 



*'Youngmen and women, I call upon you to take the 
'VOW in your minds. "/ will not rest. I trill not rest till 
-the freedom of my country has been achieved. / uHll not 
rest until unemployment and poverty have become things 
‘of the past. 2 will not rest «^{ii the masses, the peasants 
Kini workers have catte to their orn.'* 

'Prepare yourselves for the struggle. Cultivate those 
moral, mental and spiritual qualities which non-violent 
soldiers need for encountering the imperialistic arguments 
of batons, bullets and bayonets. The memories of the 
past, the needs of the present and the hopes of the future 
.will invigorate you. Prove yourselves worthy of the cause. 
*Ac 7 uit you'sehes like men.*’ 


Sarat Chandra Bose. 
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Mr, SARAT CHANDRA BOSE 

• ComradesI tbe problems which confront us to-day 
and demand solution at ouc hands ace so many and 
f o varied in their character that it would be idle to 
attempt to deal with th>m in the course of 'a shott 
address. I shall not therefore deal with the perennial 
problems of poverty, pestilence and ignorance problems- 
which can only be solved when we have a national 
government of our own, I shall have to pick and* 
choose. I propose to confine myself to some of the 
■urgent problems of the day~probleni8, no doubt, oF 
an all India character but also in a 'manner peculiar 
to our Province which seem to baffle attempts to- 
solve them. The corybantic attempts of the depart-* 
tnents of an alien Government fail to solve them because- « 
they lack sympathy. But I do not despair. I ’ have 
faith in Bengal’s nationalism which has successfully 
weathered many a passing squall. Indeed, as I loqk, 
upon this gathering of our youngmen and women 
—the custodians of Bengal's nationalism and the 
inheritors of great traditions, I feel that the future is. 
already lit up with the radiance of a beautiful dawn. 

•Mr. Sarat Chandra Boie’* PrctidentUl addm j at chc All Bengal. 
StudeotB Conferrncr beld at Calcutta on ]2th Oct. 193C, 
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Thi^ years back when our predecessors in public: 
service engaged themselves in a struggle to unsettle' 
the settled fact of partition of our Province— Lala 
l^ajpat Rai congratulated them on their work and" 
” on the splendid opportunity which an all — wisc- 
Providence in misdispensation, has offered* the 
Bengalees by heralding the dawn of a new political 
era for this country”. Thirty years have rolled by' 
eventful years of toil and suffering and, let me add, 
achievement also; for, the sufferings of our youngmen 
and young women — brave soldiers in the fight for 
freedom — con not go in vain. Though the forces of 
reaction and repression have gathered strength, I 
know how feeble in physical, compared with moral 
power and how fleshy arms and the insturaents of" 
war are but a fragile tenure, and “Soon to nothing- 
brought” when opposed to the will of an* enlightened 
people,' With that robust optimism which is born 
of Suffering and is nurtured by faith in the moraL 
governance of things we cannot but; feel that — 

“While the tried waves vanily breaking ' 

Seem have no painfubinch to gain, 

Far back, through creek and inlets making. 
Comes silent. Hooding in the main." 

My faith in Bengal’s nationalism is bom of faith in- 
Bengal’s youth. Our. sicknesses; social. and political,': 
cannot be cured by sighs and laments, they can only 
be cured by those who arc young and courageous. As a 
£rcat Chinaman, Chen Tu Seu, Dean of the National! 
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'University of Peking said in *' My Solemn^ Appeal to 
Youth” — “We must have youth df we, are to survive* 
•wc must have youth if we are to get rid of co^ptioo. 
Herein lies the only hope for our society t” It is for the 
youth o^ a country to preach, to combat, to act, , It is 
for thedi to discover, to create and to lead. 

With so many of our youngmen and women 
deprived of their liberty without even the formsiity 
■of a trial, how can wc possibly forget that- the 
repressive laws are there ? It has been my privilege 
to know some of them and for obvious reasons I speak 
with reserve. I know that many of them have taken 
their unmerited detention in that spirit which found 
expression in the memorable utterance of Lokmanj^ 
Balagangadhar Tilak — “There arc higher powers 
that rule the destiny of things, and it may be the will 
of providence that the cause which I represent may 
prosper more by my suffering than by my remaining 
free.” Their sufferings have been beyond expression f 
but let us hope that they have been to them their 
mitiation in the worship of freedom. These repressive 
laws — ^“Lawless laws" in the language of the late Dr. 
Hash Behary Ghose — arc , only reminiscent of our 
present politicaf couditlon, wc cannot possibly acqui- 
esce in them lor we believe with Prof. Harold J. Laskt 
that “executive justice, in fact, is simply an enphemistn 
for the denial of justice” and that “the secret of liberty 
is always in the end, the courage to resist." Wc Kavc no 
.resists them and to go on resisting them until wc have 
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■succeeded in re-establisliing in the Government of our 
■^•country the "elementary principle of panal psychology 
-that you cannot make a crime of conduct which people 
-do not *a priori’ regard as criminal.’ (to quote Prof. 
Xaski again.) 

We in Bengal cannot overlook — far less ignore — 
the mischievous effect of the communal decision of 
British Imperialists which is calculated lo divide the 
-jjation vertically as well as horizontally. That British 
politicians were and are fully aware of the harmful 
consequences of communal electorates is apparent 
irbm the following remarks made in the report of the 
Indian Consititutional Reforms (1918). “Division by 
creeds and classes means the creation of political camps 
organised against each other, and teaches men to 
think as partisans and not as citizens, and it is difficult 
to sec how the change from ihis system to national 
representation is ever to occur." 

The signatories to the Report openly acknow- 
ledged that if those divisions were perpetuated the 
British Government would "find it difficult to meet 
the change of being hypocritical cr shortsighted** 
When with full consciousness of the result of such 
action a British Imperialist considers the -change of 
hypocrisy as dust in the balance in which they weigh 
their own imf)erialistic interests. I feel happy that the 
Working Commitec of the Indian National Congress 
has given' up the -attitude of non-acceptance and nou- 
Tcjcction" of the communal decision and has 
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Bengal which has preached the gospel of nationa* 
lism in Indio Jind suffered for it, cannot for a moment 
:acquicsce in a decision, which is anti-national and anti- 
‘democratic and which is calculated to strike us down 
•in our fight for freedom and to extend, the life of 
Imperialistic domination. To acquiesce in it would 
.amount to acquiescing in Imperialistic domination. As 
John Stuart Mill said several decades ago *‘onc people 
may keep another for its own use, a place to make 
money in human cattle farm for the profits of its own 
inhabitants” but “such a thing as Government of one 
‘people by another docs not and cannot exist ” Will 
3 rou be instrumental in perpetuating something which 
lias no legal or moral right to exist 7 I can read your 
sinswcr in your faces and in your cheers. 

Our agitation against this communal decision 
‘Cannot but be successful. Already we have the assur- 
ance of the Punjab and Maharashtra to stand by us,' 
.and I am sure as was the case with the Anti oartition 
Agitation — the movement started in Bengil would 
•move on from town to town and from province to 
•province arsuming at last on alt — India character and 
fathering a force which no one would dare rcsisc, I 
apealto you, young men of Bengal, to come forward 
and take your legitimate and prouJ place in our 
inarch against this latest manifestation of Btirish 
Imperialism. 

The question of unemployment looms large ott 

our horhon, I cannot but point out the indiffi'irnce 

« 
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with which this serious problem has so long beeii. 
regarded by the Government. The toscin ^ of ^ slarat 
was sounded by Sir Valentire Chiol more than twenty* 
five years back when he wrote, ■ . ~ - 

"Whilst the skilled artisan, and even the unskilled 
labourer, can often command from 12 annas to one 
rupee a day, the youth who has sweated himself and. 
family through the whole course of higher education 
frequently look in vain for employment at Rs. 30, 
or even Rs. 20, a month. A Hindu gentleman who is- 
one of the highest authorities on education told me 
that m Bengal where the evil has reached the most 
serious dimension, he estimated the number of those 
unemployed at over 40,000." 

How the number has swelled during the last 
twenty-five years we can easily imagine. But still the 
Government of India decline to ascertain the number 
of the unemployed. Are the Government unaware 
of the dangers of the situation created by, unemploy^ 
tnent ? Most decidedly not. Speaking at Chittagong in 
1032, Sir John Anderson -'the sands of whose official 
life as Governor of Bengal are fast running out, said,. 
**ycar after year'our young men are growing up, — aye, 
and our girls too—to find no outlet for their energies." 
Nor is educated unemployment the only unemploy- 
ment which has already assumed alarming propor- 
tions. Unemployment is just as acute among the 
educated, as substantial in rural areas in urban. But 
what has Government done up-tilbnow to slove this* 
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problem ? 

Ws are all aware of the attempts that have been- 
andarebe.as.made.in otber..eountries and they Te 
^lb*overn,„g to solve it. As the presidium of the 
State Planning Commission, sixteen men in Moscow 
were appointed to lay down the industrial future of 
14 crores and fiO -lakhs people and one-sixth of land 

solve the problem, an experiment immense, novel and 
courageous. America embarked upon a colossal pros- 
IKtity plan in 1934 with public works costing 105 
thousand million doliars to give effect to schemes to 
titivate five million acres of new land every year 
for fifteen years, to enlarge the state forests and 
parks, to promote the mineral resources etc. VVith- 
a view to give work to' every able-bodied man the 
name year France launched its five-year plan for public 
wotfcs with a sanction lof £ 12 cror4s to find work for 
c lakhs of men in the first year and far 4 iakhs later. 
The bold measures adopted by France for unemploy- 
ment ^hef would be apparent from the decision of the 
Reach Cabinet in 1931 to cut down foregin labour 
because 3 lakhs and 5D hundred French people were 
out of work while 8 hundred foreigners were in em! 
ployment. I have not the time to take you through the 

attempts made by other countries to relieve unempfo;- ' 
ment But I cannot omit reference to what England 

hcrrelf has done in performance of her national duty ani 
obligation. Only last year Mr. Llyod George gave some 



astounimg/igui^s He said that since the woild wat 
the uiitish Govetnmsnt had spsnt over a lakh ctore* 
of pounds on the tinemployed Here the Government 
have done practically nothing ^ the unemployed 
You must have seen, in the' papers how the output 
of the factories to be establisb!»d by the 58 detenus 
recently released has been sold and paid xn advance. 
This must serve as an eye op’iier to the po^ibihtics 
which the Government of Bengal hid not utilised alf 
these years through negleci, or inddfercncc The 
sufferings of the employed — educated and unMucated 
— have been simply appilhng Tne mem ployed has 
been living a life oc chronic starvatioh, without 
changes, Without.P^iise, and without hope 

"The emptiness of ages in Kis face. And on his 

back the burden of the world! 

r 1 

This brings me to the mam question before us~ 
the question of achieving national independence Ic 
was Mie-ini who said with prophetic inspiration and 
precision — * Do not be led away by the idea of im- 
proving material conditions without firjt solving tlic 
national question You cannot do it ’ 

The new constitution which is b’*jng usherd m 
IS inconsi'tcnt with mtional independence and the 
prinaplcs of democracy It gives little or no ’power 
to the people of India The rndun national Congress 
has rc;ect-d jf , and in order to demonstrate your 
confiden-* in yojr great national institution it »» 
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your duty to see that only those who conform to the 
Congress policy and programme are returiied to the 

• new ’ legislatures. We arc . entering into a phase in 

• oiifstruggle for political emancipation.- .The Congress 

movement with its creed of non-violence has been 
going on for years* now and it has brought about a 
welcome change in our ideas’ and methods, "it is for 
you, young men of Bengal, to help it on -to success. 
You '“know what ' equipments ate required for it. 
Prepare yourselves for the struggle. - Cultivate .those 
moral, mental and spiritual qualities ’ which - non- 
violent soldiers need for encountering the Imperialistic 
arguments of batons, bullets and bayonets. The 
memories of the past, the needs of the present and the 
hopes of the future will invigorate you. Prove- your- 
selves worthy of the cause.* -Acqit yourselves like 
men." - - * ' 

■ ' ' ‘ ( 2 ) ' ■ ^ 

I respect and love youth for this active principle,, 
which is inherent in its very iwittme. I tcspect .and 
love it for three things j its idealism, its courage and 
its unconquerable urge* towards' finding an outlet 
for idealism in action. As a 'matter "of fact I look 
upon this last as the most priceless gift' of youth, for 
without the impulse to translate ideas into acu’on, 
all the simmering intellectual and moral life of youth, 

beW M Mj-Jore Sludenu Coafereocc 
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treasure^ of .faith and hope would be .condemned 
to merely i<Jas^drcaming. ^ \ /\ 

In speaking of, the idealism .of youth. I; make, a 
.distinction between having vision artd being a visionary, 
and to my mind .the distinction » is- "fundamental- 
Vision enables .us to. rise above .the .distractions - and 
irrelevancies of immediate circumstances, and, keep 
our hold on essentials, while a .visionary, by. divorcing 
Ills ideals from' reality/ has foredoomed himself to a 
barren career.- Idealists soutopian that - they have no 
mooring in the work-a-day world or so feeble that they 
dare not take up .the j challenge of. reactionary forces, 
are of no .value in .the onward , march, of humanity. 
They onlyheip weak iDdivi^uals, to ily from reality 
and/ weavel about -tbemselves,. unsubstantial ^ reveries 
of' wish* fulfilment. , ' Jt has given me a deep pain to 
observe the signs of this morbidity in certain sections of 
the youth of India. I app^l to the youth of India to 
welcome toil as the hero's portion in life and become ' 
wUrkers’in the noblest and widest sense 'of -the- word. 
In'tfiis conference, however, I'am ' glad • to‘ be able to 
say, I find no ground for misgiving.- ' There - is ‘ no sign 
among you of enfeebled ^purpose, wavering' faith or 
waning enthdsiaSm.’ - ■ - ..i j. : 

The list of the great considerations ‘which await 
solution at our hands is the realisation of the essential 
'unity of India bn a sound basis or of defending her 
against foreign aggression, our schemes 'axe sure to 
break the bounds of provincial demarcations till they 
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-embrace the entire region marked off from the rest 
•of thc^wqrld by the great mountain barriers on .thh 
-north and the seas on the other sides. ’ . * 

, ' The diversities in Indi^ life arc not the result 
*of self-conscious effort, they have not yet hardened 
as in Europe into regional nationalism ; they really 
-spring from uneven evolution due to the immense 
-area of the country and difficulties of communication, 
in the past. Their natural trend is, therefore, to- 
•words coalescence and unification. It is my ^belief 
^bat this trend will be strengchened by the dhdustriali- 
.sation of India .which is inevitable, Modern industrial 
-technique required for its profitable employment Las a 
.large* area and ample resources in raw matenal. Soviet 
Kussia the United States of America arc striking 
examples of the truth .qf this assertion," ^ndia' offers 
industrialism a field -comparable in many respects to 
Russia and the United Smtes, and I, have already told 
you that sooner or later industrialism is' bound "to 
xomc to us and upon iw. This ^to ‘my tbinkiny will 
have a decisive effect on the pioblein of Indian' unity. 
The industrial revolution wflr pass over India like a 
.stMm-r oiler ' flat te^g out ‘all the petty ' diversities 
which at this hour cling to" their separate ^existences 
jind impede the full growth of Indian^nation. ^ 

. vThc desire for unity is not a new yearning in .India 
not the process of unification a jccent. growth. ^'Thc 
one came into being and the oth« ^gan long ’ bcfmc 
the times for which wc have cpigraphic records. Both 



are symboUaed in the great Aswamedha saCTifices- 
cn joined in 'the Vedas. The process/of unification 
continued through many vicissitudes. At limes the- 
fotccs of disruption secured a ' passing triumph but: 
again the cohesive forces assert^ themselves. In the- 
sum-total, however, there has been no putting ' back, 
of the clock but always a steady gain and to this gain 
both the foreigner and the Guptas, the Ra/puts,. 
the Turks, the Moghuls, and the British, have all. 
coniributed* But strange as it seems, it is.'during^: 
British rule, when the pibccss of unilication appeared, 
to reach its final consummation that the whole, 
movement was suddenly and abnormally attested.- 
India is divided to-day into two arbitrary paits^an-, 
Indian India and a British India. An' absolute power' 
with all the forces at its command has not only- 
created the arbitrary division but also professes to^ 
guarantee the unnatural status quo. 

If there arc any positive political forces wozlang^ 
in India to-day, they arc two, first, the determination, 
to win freedom for every Indian wherever he lives,, 
and secondly the yearning for the coalescence of 
peoples who speak the same language and share the; 
same culture. But neither the British Government 
nor seemingly the states, seem to be aware of. the 
strength of these forces. If they did, they would not 
have proposed a Federal Constitution which violates- 
the fumdamental assumption of federalism by seeking 
to make federal components of units which, in the: 
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'Tirst place, have no natural existence as _ separate 
•entities and secondly, arc not uniform in their interna!’ 

T>olitical'devclopment and organisation: j ^ 

I of course, aware that the • theorists of. the 
-proposed’ Indian Federation argue the^ Federation 
TOcrely connotes a special form of organisation among 
•various component units and should in no wise be 
unfounded with the nature of their internal govern- 
-ment. This, however, is a refinement of illogicality 
-which will convince no one. The theories of the 
-Divine Right of Princes and of the sovereignty of 
the, people will simply not live in amity side hy 'sidc 
•in India, as they have not lived anywhere in the 
-world. The desire for freedom has a seU-prdpagating 
•energy which recognises nb artificiar barriers. This 

-is a fact which every ‘one in India should do Well to 
tbear in mind. 

The extention of popular government in the itates 
is likely to have a profound effect on the character 
•of the Indian Federation. Speaking of the probable 
consequences of the establishment of the democratic 
■institutions in the states, an Indian Prince layr, cnc 
'possible result of that eventuality will be 
.movement among the different state* for ^^raohical 
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might take. • The, situation in IndiaJ will 'be 'touch* 
easier than what it was in Italy. The politicaltics and' 
bonds, which will grow with the inauguration oj the* 
All-India federation, and the great nationalistic- 
ideals arc bound to carry the people by * storm^t 
Moreover, it must be admitted that only a very smalF 
percentage of the states can claim a great . historidil 
past and real political and cultural unity which could' 
save them from being amalgamated with others. The- 
utter failure of the Princes to create local patriotismi 
by means of political histories of their states and their- 
dynasties is bound to react bn the future. The All- 
India outlook of the states* subjects is growing and 
is definitely displacing all thoughts and ideas of their 
loyalty to their rulers and more so the politicah 
organisation or unit, which has existed for no more- 
than a couple of centuries. The AlMndia ideals arc* 
sure to he encouraged by economic pressure whicht 
will increase with the establishment of the Federation.. 
The development of such an 'extreme situation is- 
not likely to arise within a century or so, and much 
depends on other political events in India and also* 
on the policy the Princes will follow in respect to* 
their subj'ccts. But whenever this position will arise,, 
the barriers which mark but the boundaries of the 
;i^rjbu5 small states will break down and the people 
of these states will combine to create a great and. 
powerful state,” 

Ifulfy agree with this Prif.ee in his' clcab-sightedt 



aritjcipatibn the”, future, hut I do not think the 
final denouncement of which he speaks is as far away 
as he conjectures. In roy view, the union will come- 
in our time. I hclievc the future and real Federation' 
of India will come in'o being through the extension- 
of the principle of provincial redistribution already 
enunciated and adopted by the Indian National 
Congress ; and it will be on the lines of the union 
of Sociali«t Soviet Republics. The great Hindi- 
speaking bloc of Hindustan will be its core in the same 
fashion' as the R. S F. S. R. and its periphery will be* 
formed by the voluntary co-operation of units speaking 
the other major languages. This will give full scope 
to the longing for unity and autonomy at the same- 
time which forms the warp and weft of the political 
aspirations of modern Indians. 

The second great consideration is that of the 
removal of the appalling poverty of the masses of 
India. The Indian worker and the Indian peasant 
live a life bereft not only of the refinements of 
civilisation but even of the means of bare physical 
sustcnce. There is an influential and imposing body 
of thought -which holds the emphatic view that 
poverty will never be eliminated from human sodety 
without the elimination also of capitalism and the 
classes. Somehow or other, my mind - has always 
shrunk from hittorical determinism of this kind. ■ I 
am myiclf a believer in socialism, althongh I am afraid 
after the confession of^my doubts about the inevit- 
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ability, of class‘war.. My socialism :will be .labelled 
as of a very pink brand by those who .flaunk its banner 
of flaming scarlet. Yet, I would repeat, I am"a sincere 
socialist. If; nevertheless, I have not been ablc.to 
accept .the theory of class-war in its entirety, it is 
because of a belief that it does not reveal ..the whole 
truth of human revolution. Investigation has. shown 
that Nature is not as cruel as she was supposed to be, 
that there is an unreasoning animal behaviour as 
much play o£ the social and altruistic impulse as of 
stark egotism. Marx could not and did not ..take full 
account of this fact. Although.it is no reflection 
upon his genius that he was unable to, anticipate 
coming discoveries, this is a flaw in his argument 
which cannot be denied. 

To the Indian mind, the theory of class*war docs 
not appeal, and this is not due entirely to religious 
belief, contemptuously termed by Marx the narcotic 
of peoples. The entire course of Indian history and 
the unfolding of Indian civiliiation has been domi* 
nated by the spirit of toleration. This induced us 
in the past, to seek the reconciliation of jarring 
elements by love and toleration and the same pro- 
cess of harmonisation and co-ordination by which 
life reconciles .all the bewildering varieties of its 
manifestations on earth. Some of this spirit of ' syn- 
thesis still lingers in us. That is why many lndtans, 
true to thc-herirsgc of our ancient civilisation and 
to the ethics of our national life, recoil instinctively 
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1b^fbrc»the nodon of class-conflict. 

. There is one peculiar feature m the Indian situa- , 
■tion ■which makes me anticipate the bloodless introduc*. 
tion of socialism in India and ‘ with it, , the pcaccfol , 
xedistribution of material goods among all classes of 
Indians. That peculiar feature is the want of grill in 
the privileged classes in India. I do not believe that 
these classes in our country will ever be capable of 
organising themselves into Fascists and Nazis in the 
manner of Western bourgeoisie or offer the same 
frenzied and .dour resistance. Those in India who 
are now seemingly opposed to the larger economic 
interests of thp masses arc a weary and enfeebled 
•class. They , approximate more to the emigre type,' 
who, if they would cling to their past rights, ' would 
not make such of an effort to defend them from' 
others. This is a consideration which holds out some 
sort of a consoling hope that India at any rate will be 
:sparcd the painful spectacle of seeing her sons face 
•one another in seried ranks of organised and implaca- 
ble hatred. 

At all events, there is a good deal that we can^ 
-do before class-conflict comes to India, bn the assum- 
ption that it is inevitable-’ India's potential, resources 
-for supporting her people have not yet been tapped 
and worked to a title of their capacity- We, therefore, 
rshall have to be betraying the interests of the masses 
uf wc decide for the present to work within the, frame 
work of the existing social order to - develop industry 
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and improve agriculture. Perhaps', the full«flcdge^ 
believer m class-conflict will argue that "'this is no 
better than a reformist’s palliative, and that bis is’tho 
better path. Against that I shall set the old saying— * 
« saying such admitted by ‘practical men~rthat the 
'better' is the enemy of the 'good'. ' ‘ ‘ ' 

I now come to the problem of securing complete 
independence for ‘India or. Puma Swaraj as it Has 
been called- The Indian National -Congress has been 
striving for this end for more than fifty years. It 
my belief that with the Indian National Congress in, 
nctual power in all but two provinces of India we have- 
reached a very important milestone in out onward 
march" In every province in which the Congress is in- 
power, it has been decisively shown that while the 
Congress could not shrink from the task of Govern- 
ment and would welcome it as an opportunity for 
bringing about a reconstruction of our national life, 
it would never tolerate compromise on the issue of 
independence and national dignity. By doing so, the 
Congress has proclaimed Chat office for its. own sake 
possesses no lure for it. Our ultimate success in 
securing untrammelled power in the provinces 'of 
British India is almost assured. We have now to carry" 
the flight of stage further and establish the power of 
the Congress and with" it of the popular will in field 
when they do not yet exercise* an effective voice. These 
fields are mainly two. Central Government and the- 
Indian States. So far as Cej\tral Government is con-* 
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cemed, the necessary prelude to an extension of demo- 
cratic principles to that sphCTe IS resistance to‘ the- 
F^deral Scheme as it has been drawn up and enacted. 
At the centre, the Government of India Act 1935 tans 
for all time not solely tHe control but the participa- 
tion even of the Indian people in defence and external 
affairs^- .This is a denial of the birth-right of a nation 
in which ho Indian, with any seU-xespect, whatever 
the shade of his political opinion can for a moment 
acquiesce. No Indian, unless he is a false to his. 
country and to his own sense'or self-respect, can even 
discuss the Federal Scheme until these and other 
objectionable’ features, are totally removed. I say 
this with all the emphasis at my command because- 
there has been some underground mutterings of late 
that, alter some minor modification have been made,, 
the Indian National Congress is likely to accept the 
Federal Scheme. 

Coming now to the question of the Indian States,. 
I would reiterate my belief that the introduction of 
the dchiocratic form of government in them is inevit- 
able sooner or later. Wc feel that the frcedoih movc-- 
ment is likely to be more spontaneous and have a 
broader basis if it draws its main strength from the 
people of the' states. It is of course unnecessary to 
add that the Congress organisation in British India, 
would welcome organisation and activities analogous- 
to Its own in the states. But it desires at the same 
time to have them as c^tuals and allies, strengthen. 
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•one another rather than as mere links in its chain. 

■ The immense hold of the <^ngrcss on the people ' 
of British India springs from its ’ boundl^ potratialrj 
-tics for growth and expansion. Dynamic adapabili^ 
has ever been the outstanding, quality of its pittlook 
and principle. As the years have . brought in the 
leaven of new ideas, it has given proof of its capacity 
for organic growth by responding to "these ‘infloenc^. 
As time marches the Congress ^ will match, too. T 
invite you and through you the entire, youth fti India 
to join this onward march. ' , 

I appeal to the youth of India to be up and doing 
to hold themselves in readiness, to stand at arms, so 
to say, for another reason also. The acquiestence of 
France and Great Britain has not placated Hitler, nor 
is there any reason to believe that Mussolinc has 
abandoned his Roman ambitions. If anything,- the 
Governments and the people of the two democratic 
powers seem to be more determined than ever that 
their rearmament should be carried to the furthest 
limit and that there shall be no relaxation of the air- 
raid precautions. This has only one mcaningj that 
the clash is postponed not^ averted. 

This clash, when it comts, can have one or two 
results, and no other. Either the Fascist powers will 
win the Great Britain and France shrink into minor 
powers, or there will be an end for ever of totalitarr 
•anismon «rch followinj a victory of democracy and 
liberty. In the latter event, the nominal victors will. 
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l*y the stupendous task .that faces him. Mm die of 
Tiunaer. and we say it is due tp over-production.^, ^hcy 
Tsuffer .from) Dfivation; and origin of,,[ktngship or.. in 
the name of *'law and order” (which is^their law” and 
’’‘their order!” demand “hands, off the ark of , their 
covenant,” Is social peace at the mercy^ of reckless 
gamblers in state craft, which is enphcmistically ^called 
’’statesmanship'^? ^ 

. Thejwhole world is in a , melting pot, Europe .is 
tottering. - America is confused and confounded. 
Rritain is gasping for breath. Is it a case of the old 
•order changing yielding place to th*e new ? Or we 
"notice the panges of the birth of a new civilization? 
7n the vast apd rapid changes that are taking place 
4n ithc world around us, India must, play her part. 
And when I think of India my .first -thought goes to 
the youth of: land we live in. In my ^speech at the 
All rPengal's Students panference at Calcutta on the 
12 ‘th Oct. last, I said, "My faith in Bengal’s notioha- 
, lism is born, of . my faith in Bengal’s ^Youth. Oiir 
. sickness, social and political, cannot be ^red by sighs 
-and laments.thcy jCan only be cured,. by those ^ who 
are young ,and .courageous. It ^is , for the youth of a 
country to preach, to combat, to'act. ' It is for them 
to discovV, to create and to lead.” ^ \ “ 

■ Yes, it is you. -young men and- women, .who can- 
•discover, for- discoverers .must be as tell as Gulliver 
^bile ojd mpn like .myself bMt down by the, cares and 
anxieties which age carries with if, are so many Lilli- 
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puts. It js you who can create, becauie'courage to* 
destroy aU that is evil must necessarily precede the 
' will and the imagination to build, tit is you again 
who can lead, for leadership requires idealistic 
enthusiasm and that reckless abandon, of which youth. 
alone ate capable. ' f ’ • i 

In a book which I was recently going through, the- 
author — a Chinese doctor has stated that not only 
has the ancient civilization of the East" been under- 
going rejuvenation at the hands of the youth, hue 
also that all that there is of Western civilization ia 
China has been put under critical re-examination. A. 
new calculus of gain and loss has been introducecU 
' New tests arc being applied in the fields of religion, 
of culture, of Philosophy, of industry, of Government 
and, in fact, of all that in one word we call "civiliza- 
tion.** The Bolshcvic movement, the ‘‘Red Gold" of 
Moscowis now a familiar red-rag was essentially an 
economic and political movement. We arc told by 
the same' Chinese author that the Chinese youth 
movement which is broadening from precedent to 
precedent is fundamentally cultural, I look to the 
youth of my country to evolve a movement, cssenti- 
-ally political and economic, but at the same time, 
social and cultural. Da the youth of India suffer 
from weariness of the flesh ? Do they alio suffer from 
littlenessof apirit ? It is for you to answer. Much 
have we heard in these days of youth being poi- 
soned by politics and politics being desecrated by 
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youth. In despair, once a politician told us that "a 
subject nation had no politics. " He had his 
answer when an elder statemen said that "Politics 
•was breath of his nostrils" "wbat then is politics ? 
Man had once been defined as an animal -who reasons 
vanquished though that is, he argues still. That 
definition; like the Montgu Chelmsfordact, now 
under orders of liquidation, was disappointing, inade- 
quate and unsatisfactory. 

He then came to be defined as a biped we laugh. 
That definition was laughed out. A Greek thin- 
ker arose and said that man was a political animal. 
Men and supermen have not since challenged it. 
Wc cannot think of organised life without politics, 
which includes the making of law, the administration 
of social and economic justices, the defence of hearth 
and homes, harnessing of natural resources to social 
tise, the distribution of the members of the com- 
munity and so on and so forth. Politics clings to 
ns even if we try to shun it. We arc all bom 
Politics," The press and the public under misap- 
prehension and by usage discriminate between men 
and men and call some of them politicians, those that 
arc elect statesmen and the rest of the species men. It 
is a kind of 'wrongful discrimination to which we 
have long been accusto ned and which, as far as I could 
gather, hat not been sought to be prevented by 
adequate and effective provisions in the new Govern- 
ment of India Act! Indeed we arc all politicians, young 




and'oW, men^and, women,' the" ite'tnple 'spiny 
ah^ the mosque Mussatman,' ' the ‘‘vapid 

communalist and the' fervid ‘nationalist^ state 

proof ‘individualist and the sVaceless internationalise. . 

u _ ' f '•'■}■ ^ j "'.r'* t - ; 

■The young arc more political than^tlie old. ^.because, 
they have greater fervour, greater ..imagination ^and 
greater determination. How can politic banned 
from schools and colleges when, ^it admits of.,, no 
banishment ? In college room? and lecture .halls 
yon discuss the ciivine right of Kings but evolve, 
the historical conception of the state., *You^ take 
up green and fiing into^ the teeth of your, strong^ 
rival, the green philosophy that will and not force 
is the basts of the state. You learn that^- the king 
can do no wrong, and yet you know that ^somc kings ' 
were deposed and some others cruelly disposed of. 
You are taught that the Royal Veto of .Parliamentry 
legislation is as dead as Queen, Anne, lOr, in,,the 
language of , the butcher, as^ dead ps mutton. All this 
is politics, but whether of the right type or.pfjthe 
wrong type it is not iot,nie to discuss to day. 

!, -I have -already told .you, my lyourig .friends, that 
yOur movement must be political! economic, social, and 
cultural.’ ^ I n ecd noLremind you. that literature plays 
a large [part in moulding, the minds'of civilised’' tnen^ 
and to the extent the literature ist Banned,? proscribed 
or prohibited, to that extent your minds 'arc starved^ 
You must have hcatd of a measure called ^hc Sea Cus* 
toms Act. That act has not spared a world-figure like 
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Uc Rabiadra Nath Tagore, not to speak of the lessei^ 
men Many books winch are printed, published and 
<irculated in various parts of the ^rorld are prohibitedj 
entry mto this country and perhaps the ground for; 
-such prohibition is that oalourcd men see 'red' m all 
that It m black prmt. You are also aware that tlie 
different local Government periodically issue a list of 
hooks, pamphlets and documents which they have pros- 
<nbed '■ In law they ate forfeited to his His Majesty 
^hen seized You muat not suppose that they add to 
Hi> Majesty s property or enrich His Majesty s collec" 
tjon Where they go and how they are disposed of 
-we are not m a position to say Not arc we per- 
mitted to examine the grounds uoon which* litera- 
ture IS prohibited under the Sea Customs Act or 
proscribed by the orders of the lo-al Government. The 
-decision lies with men who are not responsible j to 
y^our country men In my province a law was passed 
m 1932 which has been corrected, up to 1934— and 
what a word correction* I would ash A P ^Herbert 
to include ‘correction* in his examples of the abuse of 
terms in his new edition of **^what A word Unda 
the L^w, if yoii*^ are found in possession ofta prohibi- 
ted or a proscribed document you may be sentenced 
to three yfears* imprisonment or fine 'or both This ils 
f mot all There is another section in the act which lay 
down that xf yoh are found in possession of literature 
-which m the act "'which lays down that if you ate 
-found in possession of literature which in the opinion 
i ^ r 



of 'a trial Magistrate; is if an objectionable nature,! 
you are ' liable to a like penalty. In recent months 
tkere have been a large number of prosecutions undetu 
this act. What does this Act do ? ’ It gives the police: 
power {whether they mean to Exercise it or not is. 
different matter) to prosecute you even for posse ssion. 
of the song celestial, the sacred Koran and the Holy 
Bible; for, cannot certain passages or words used in. 
those holy texts be construed an encouraging the* 
commission of offence contemplated in the Act ? It- 
is difficult even for lawyers to realise where the* 
mischief of the Act begins and where it ends. The* 
Act is an attempt at cultural starvation; and it is. 
for you to devise ways and means to prevent cultu-- 
ral and spiritual starvation of the nation. Of the: 
new Government of India Act, which I shall des-- 
cribc as the ‘“British Chapter of India bondage”, I' 
need not t ay much. All that need be said is that it is- 
an imposition in more than one sense. It is a consti- 
tution of pure British-makc which concedes to you. 
some little freedom in non-essentials but not in essen- - 
tials. It is on Act which the Congress students* 
pledged to reject, and in that matter, wc require the. 
active co-operation os well as the moral support of' 
the young men and woman of the country. I do not 
believe in a constitution, whatever might be its 
merits and in this case the merits arc infinitesimal — 
which has been imposed on u< from outside and has- 
not been framed by the children of the soil. The-- 
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^act tbat^i: has been imported from outside by itself 
-constitutes r a sufficient condemnation^^ of it. 

It is about to be' inau^rated ins the provinces 
■Tvith the promise of a hybrid structure at what has 
'been termed the Federal centre. We reject the consti- 
tution, and alongwith it, we condemn and reject the 
communal decision of the British Government. You 
Icnow that we have at last succeeded in evolving a 
-formula, thanks to the efforts of Pandit Jawaharlal 
"Nahru and of Bengal Congress men and NationaHsts 
•which has been favourably received by Congress men 
and Nationalists all over the country. The charge 
-can no longer be laid 'at the 'door of the Congress 
that it has acquiesced in the communal and undemo- 
'Cratic and which strikes at the roots of national unity. 
"But as you know, we congress inen, will fight’ and. 
•combat it not because it gives a few seats more to 
Mussalmans and a few seats less to Hindus or Sikhs 
Jbut because it denies justice to all communities in - 
habiting this country and is calculated to devide and 
•disrupt the Indian nation and foster the growth of 
fissiparous tendencies and separatist mentality. Wc 
.must end it -and substitute in its place a scheme 
based upon an agreed formula among the communi- 
4:ies concerned. In this our fight aga'inst the new 
constitution, and the communal decision, which I 
•regard as its foundation stone, we call you, young 
men and woman to our aid. We call you to our aid 
•because we feci that it- is the youth who are non- 



communal “-’in their outlook; who "have Ho 'personal 
interests to serve, no" schemas 'of ‘'exploitation" to^ 
promote and: no private &mbitioris to ’ satisfy, who 
Can meet toge'theV in 'a spirit of'dctachtrieht anti bring, 
"to bcar'^ upon the solution 6f this difficult and 'delicate 
problem, an outlook untainted by persohabor cota- 
'muniali prejudices. -'My young friends, you' wouldino* 
doubt like to hear of your brothers and sisters kept 
in indefinite .detention without- any apparent charge 
and without any, trial. I myself was one' of the 
victims for about three years and a half of an ancient 
law originally designed for the 'Teclamation of the 
ancient houses in Indian India. What shall I tell you. 
about those still in detention ? They constitute the 
flower of EengaVs youth, men and women strong in 
mind and bold in spirit and pledged, as we belivc, to 
the creed of non-violence in this perverse world 
where in the last analysis appeal is made to force 
rather than to reason. Their careers arc ruined,*- 
and Government talk of *' recovery “ by Industrial 
Schemes, agricultural planning and so on. A batch» 
of 57 detenues (out of more than 2, COO in detention) 
has been released under this recovery plan. But the 
Ganges it not on lire. Where is the change? Where- 
is even the whisper of an aimed revolt or of a terro-* 
ristic plot ? 

There is, and can be no peace in Bengal homes or in 
Indian homes until they arc released. How can there he 
peace to a mother who has nothing hut a helpless fear 
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for her beloved son confined in a distant detention camp 
or a prison ‘cell ? 'How can there be peace for a newly 
wedded wife from whose side her loving partner has 
tech- snatched “away ? .It is no use crying “Peace, 
Peace • when there can he no peace. 

^ What are the crimes of which these men and 
women arc' guilty The public do not know, the 
victims ‘ themselves arc in the daik ; no light is 
vouchsafed to them. Jt is alia ‘‘ Secret ” mystery* 
Harold Laiwcodi who has arrived to teach you 
cricket, would perhaps exonerate himself of all the 
changes against him and cite W'hen he returns home, 
detention without trial as being that art of bowling 
in which the bowler hits the batsman ratber-^than 
the bat or the wicket. Sic Stanley Jackson, once a 
Governor and always a cricketer frankly admitted it 
was a heavy roller used to set the pitch to order 
under sunshine. A heavy roller indeed it is; but 
there is no sunshine. The, wicket does not yield to 
the heavy pressure of a roller. 

In a statemen laid on the table in the Eangal 
Council, the Home member said the other day that there 
had so far been five cases of suicide by detcnucs. 
The details arc not available. Light is dctcrimental 
to , public interest in an age of darkness. A letter 
released from the Deolali Detention camp is, hqwever, 
revealing. The young and unfortunate boy hanged 
himself as a result of -acute mental depression. In 
another case the letters Reported to have been left he- 
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hmd by a detenue before his death haivc been ‘ 
from his parents, , ' „ , • • \ 

Suicide is, not a pleasing pastime, nor a. delightfu) 
art ; living animals prize life above everything clse^ 
Have the authoriiies ever pondered over the terrible 
consequences on the mind of indefinite restraint of 
personal freedom. A murderer not condemned to 
death knows when he will be restored *’ to his . 
home and things that are homely* A youngman. or 
Woman detained under the Criminal Law; Amendment 
Act or Regulation HI for offences neither known 
or determined can only repeat Prometheushke " no 
change; no pause, no hope Yet I endure. " 

No wonder that brave men driven as they are' 
to desperate folly out of a sense of insufferable help- 
lessness sometimes go the length of defying the. law 
and the law-giver by seeking to release the unbending 
spirit from the flesh in bondage. It^ is an inevitable 
psychological' malady and we of flesh and blood feel 
helpless and cry out in sorrow and in agony. My 
young friends, there are many other problems, I 
would like to discuss with you; but,^ unfortunately, 
within the short space of time allotted 'to me, 'it is 
not possible for me to do so. I would, howeveri draw 
your attention to wh?t is going on the world around 
us, and particularly, to the coming proletariah revo- 
lutioti. The word Revolution " docs not and cari 
not frighten roc; nor should it frighten you* What 
is coming, was prophetic intWtioh. In ’ the j^ear 18^ 
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aic .said to a disciple of his. Sister Christine of Amerr 
ca! " Europe, is on the edge of a valcano; If the fire 
•is not extinguished by a flood of spirituality, it . will 
-errupt”. Hethen proceededi “ The next .uphea's'al 
that is to usher in another era will come from Russia 
•or from China. I cannot sec clearly which, but it 
will be either the one or the other. The world is 
is in the third epoch under the domination of Vaishya 
•(the merchant, the third estate). The fourth epoch 
will be under that of Sudra (the proletariat) ”. Can 
-you, my young friends think of any other striking 
instance of prophetic intuition which can compare 
•with this ?r The world is moving and moving with 
^rcat speed. Social and economic resolution has al- 
most come upon us. Taking world conditions as they 
-are today, Secial and economic rcadja.stment“caU it 
revolution if you will deem to be necessary, almost 
xnvitablc. But I desire to warn you, my young friends, 
that when it comes it will demand and exact terrible 
.sacrifices feom you. Social and economic revolution 
— call it revolution in Russia has been effected in 
sorrow and in blood. Let me hope and pray that here 
in India, it will be effected in joy and in peace. 

That leads me to the question as to your duties 
and responsibilities towards the workers and peasants 
-of your country. It is your duty to see that the activi- 
ties of t .c intellectuals axe linked up with those of 
the proletarian workers. In the words *of M- 
JRomain RoUand, J would jay ro you, Ti?o ' 



tuals ought to light, .up the 'road that the proIetaria» 
y^oikers have to build." That leads nac to the ,qucs^ 
tioti as to . ,what attitude the youth of the count^ 
should take with regard to future ImpcriaUst wars.”’ 
It IS hardly necessary to affirm because it is established* 
already that itoperialisr war Is a. necessary conse* 
quench one may go further and see a condition. of 
the capitalist system which still is no doubt breaking 
down, but it will not break down completely without 
a final conflict between- the capitalists' on the one- 
hand, the workers and peasants’ on the other. It is 
your duty to stand by and with- the masses in tbe- 
conflict that is to come ; for, it is they who consti-^ 
tutetbc people and they must live and live at any 
cost. This question has been agitating the' minds of 
the students of the old English Universities such as 
Oxford and Cambridge. I remember reading during, 
my detention the report ' of a debate of the Oxford 
University Union, which resulted in the passing of a 
resolution that the youth there would refuse to- 
take part in wars in future — a resolution which created 
considerable amount of consternation af the time. 
Your duty is clear. You have to stand by the many 
and not 'by the interested few, the capitalists.’ 

Young men and women, I call upon you to take 
the vow in your minds* *' I will not rest* I wiU hot 
rest until the freedom of my country has been 
achieved. I will not rest until unemployment and 
poverty have become things of the past. I^will not 



rcsttirttil the masses — the "peasants and workers— have- 
^me to thexr ''own - ‘ t -r ( ■ . \ 

- . ( 4 ) . / '* 

■' I have been summoned here to open this con- 
fcrencc.' T do sb with the greatest readiness and en- 
thusiasm, hut I am not assumed to confess that I do- 
it feeling all the time like the fifth wheel of a coach, 
whose' utility is **Tiil '* and decorative value question* 
able. ‘ 

' ' ’ ‘ f 

I In my young days and even down to more re- 
cent times, one President and one chairman of the 
reception committee were considered evils enough 
connected with a conference. It was as much as^ 
one could do to rope in one lion to act as President. 
The bunt has certainly not become easier or late.. 
Why then duplicate your worries by adding a. 
sccond figure head ? It may be the introduction o£ 
co-education has given you new powers of pursuasian, 
which are particularly effective in extorting “Charth" 
from people who arc not given to frittering away 
their bank .balances in the form of subscriptions. 
But in peace as in war, the defensive soon overtakes 
tbc offensive, so that in the end we stand wljerc we 
always did. In fact, from what I have seen and beard 


•The fourth Sejsicn of the All India Students Conference com* 
tncncwlm CakutlacnU-e t»l January 1939 Sj. Saiat Chandra 
Bosc, leader of ihc Denial Con grru Party, in opening the conference* 
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-at deems in the President heart, the experiences, ^of 
my young comrades who have organised this copr 
■ference have not been less exasperating than they were 
-expected to be. Therefore, my advice to you is t — 

“ Always shun and shed unnecessary appendages- 
Be simple, be simpler and be more simple still. Mis- 
sing and bitting a series of disillusioned oldish celer 
biaties and pseudo-celebraties is not as exhilarating a 
.game as missing and bitting cricket, football.. and 
tennis balls. Leave old men to their unimaginative 
ways. Act up the secret conviction of youth that they 
are a lot of useless ioicjs. I know what yoaf candid 
views' are, you say among yourselves that their insides 
are always as bald as their pates sometimes 'arc. So, 
•do not pretend to seek inspiration from them, ‘ but 
.pursue youir own headlong course. If that leads you 
to wisdom so much the better ; if that I^ds you - to 
.mistakes even that not bad as it might seem, but do 
not, if you prize the spring time of ‘your life, stand 
•waiting for limping mentors which would have yohr 
'.sparkle and a fire ' sick'tied over - with, the pale cast 
of thought. ** 

/ 1 find I am lapsing into .the inrorrigible weakness.’ 

• of age, which is to preach ct youth. Before, coming 
down to this conference, I have decided that I should 
leave this as the sole privilege of your distinguished 
President. . But it is difficult for a man of my age to 
see so many young faces before him and check the 
.flow of didacticism. A wise, if cynical, sphosfst has 
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saiji' t^at men give nothing more liberally than advice^ 
This is true still of the relations between old and 
young peoples for» there is nothing old men desire- 
more ardently than that the coming generation should' 
be made in their own image. Youth, on the cont* 
rary, would not be youtb-if-it did not rise as one 
man against this imposition. So the sons rule the 
fathers against the gain and do things which fet the 
patter’s teeth' on edge. One winter morning they sleep 
under the covcrlod when the senior rush to the 
” Maodan " in virtuous and voluntary search, as they 
pretend, of physical fitness but in reality goaded by 
the tortures of insomnia. They romp and rush with- 
out fear for their hearts and blood-vessels. They smile- 
at and are smiled at by young beauties with as little 
danger to their hearts and blood vessels in the figura- 
tive sense. All this sets up a tension — a real tension,, 
invisible and unconfessed though it might be — between 
age and youth, I believe there are many fiery commu- 
nists among my young friends here. Have they ever 
given thought to this aspect of the inevitable class 
struggle? On the. assumption that they have , t would 
humbly inquire how they purpose to go about to create 
a classless society in this respect ? Perhaps I could, 
help them with a suggestion. As a lawyer believing, 
in prcccdcnti, I would put before them the example of 
cettain primitive tribes whose young men spear tbeix' 
patents to death as soon as they have reached man's, 
otate. , 



My young communist friends are iitm ^^elieycrs 
m a drastic ^Tcsblution of the class struggle 
the idea of putting an end to the etetnaL^T jiplectic* 
between youth and age m this manner might not be 
unwelcome to them , on the contrary, if ^ou^ are to 
believe Plato, Damocracy proceeds on a subtler plan. 
It demoralises the old men Let me quote the actual 
words of the great philosopher As a consequence of 
democratic liberty, Plato say*,^ y " The faither accustoms 
himself to become like his child and to^ fear hts sons 
and the son in his desire for freedom becomes behfce 
father and has no fear or rcverancc for his parent — 
The school-master fears and flatters his pupils and 
the pupils depisc both their school 'masters and their 
tutors And altogether, the young act IiTtc their 
seniors and complete with them m speech ihd in 
action, while the old men condescend to the young 
and become triumph of versatility and i^it, mitatms 
their juniors m order to avoid the appearcnce of being 
sunk or despotic I ’ You ‘thus have two alternative 
methods dealings with your clders^the Communistic 
and the democratic, which of them you will hhoose 
will depend entirely on whether you have faith or 
have no faith m the Principle of* " Ahinsa As for 
as, the choice will make no difference 'whatever in 
substance Either we arc put up agamst the will and 
face the firing squad or wc march chained to the 
wheels of your triumphal chariot, ' 

Cut is there really no third wjy~ which is neither 



destruction nor corruption— for reconciling ’'not 'Only 
the antithesis between ybuih 'and "age But< every 
species of difference in outlook ? The ^modern world 
.has come dangerously ‘near to believing that there^is 
aiot. Servitude and intolerance' are spreading *at an 
.appalling rate among '^us.' '^Eutope which from the .en'd 
■of the 18ch century made a goddess of liberty, is recant- 
■ting her faith. How far this recantation has gone 
will become disconcertingly ^plain if we take ■' the 
example not of Germany or' 'Italy where free institu- 
tions had never taken deep root, but of England hcr^ 
self, whose boast used to be that she was the ‘'Mother 
•of Parliaments I have been looking through a "rc- 
■ccntly published boot* written by 'an Englishman, 
■whose theme is that Parliamentary Dnhoctacy must 
he thrown overboard’ in order to 'enable 'Great 
B;itain to live" in peace with the totalitdrian’ regimes.' 
** Attachment to Parliamentary "Democracy,” this 
writtV^says',— *' threatens us "with economic disaster and 
prevents our sound defence against 'Military defeat 
■and destruction.' If we are to 'avoid' these' dooms the 
system 'must cither be' drastically amended or c6mp^ 
Icccly abandoned in favour of some; other* systtma f 1 
Were this the view of a * solitary ' crank there 
■would have been ‘.little cause for anxiety 'in ‘its ex- 
pression. The most significhiV fact about such idcas^ 
is, however that they arc gaining in strength among a 
very influential section of the people of England — 
Many Englishmen arc inclining to’ the opinion* that 



Democracy will always be very behind Dictatorship 
in respect of, progress and that, therefore, ,ic had 
better go. Among' those who have sympathy for 
such , views are includcd.men who control some 'of 
the great newspapers of Great Britain. , The present 
Prime Minister of England and some at least of his’. 
colleagues are also perhaps of the same way of think- 
ing. 

Yet what strikes me as the queerest part of this*, 
business is not the admiration of the iinconsious. 
Fascists for the proclaimed ones,* but the inability of 
those who disliked Fascist tyranny most to think of a. 
more effective means of countiacring it than the 
adoption of a different kind of regimentation. This, 
to my mind, is a grievous error of method, for if history 
teaches us any thing it teaches us that really prog- 
ressive ideas stand in no mood of the campulsation of* 
force. Take the case of Christianity for example. It 
made its way into the world by sheer moral attrac- 
tiveness, So will, in my belief, all ideas which contain 
ti>e seed of future development and arc based on the 
innate crcativeneis of man. Self ‘propagation is the 

law of their being and becoming. Tliey will need or- 
giniution and d i ici pi ine— and organisat.on and dis- 
cipline of a higher order than can be conceived of 
the rasrtineti of collectivegooie*step~but they will 
not require bloodshed, nor be suppressed by blood- 
shed.** 

To my thinking, socijlism ot communism or. 
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•of a Mcgetian for that. 

I enter this pica for greater openness of 'miad and' 
freedom fr9m dogmalism not’ in respect of , socialism 
alone but ,for the whole circle of human thought. Wc 
must not forget that political freedom, with all its* 
urgency for us, is only a , part of freedom. . It must ' be 
completed’ as well as made possible ^by 'freedom in. 
other spheres. I consider the maintenance ^of intcllec- 
uai freedom—freedom of thought— to begone of, the 
highest duties of youth. In the modern world, in- 
tellcctpal freedom is threatened both externally and 
inteinaUy.r Authoritarianism is attacking it from inside,, 
and the second danger is not a what less serious than 
the first.. The age, we live in is , often ^called the 
machine age. I think it. can with, us much ptopriety 
be called, ‘^thc age of slogans I, Their .deadiy< blight 
ia spreading like locusts to destroy the hardeatned. 
intellcctuai harvest of mankind. Under their hypnotic 
sway we are very near forgetting that truth has to be 
upheld and discovered afresh by every ;afie if' the 
fountain head of human endeavour is not to run dry,. 
U.sfaoud be the mission of youth to free us^ from this, 
bondage. They must liberate Truth fiom the mahy shac- 
kles of self-interest, obscurantism and mentel, inertia. 

My cal! is then for freedom, freedom, no less in 
the things of the mind than in the social and political, 
order. Butin order to give freedom, its chance, it 
must have its necessary complement— discipline. By 
discipline I do not mean discipline induced by. exter-r 
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iial power, which i« best exemplified by the regimen- 
tation prcveli^t' in the totalitarian states. This \ kind 
of discipline and this use of power has been brilliant- 
ly ‘ analysed by Bertrand Russell in his new book on 
''Power” from which I -would read out to you the 
following passage ;-~ 

‘ "These forms of power ‘ are most nakedly and 
simfily dfsplaccd in our dealings with animals, where 
disguises and pretences are not thought - necessary. 
When. a pig with a rope round its middle -is hoisted 
squealing into a ship, it is subject to direct physical 
power over its body. On the' 'other hand, when the 
proverbial donkey follows the proverbial carrot, we 
induce him to act as we wish by persuading him that 
it is to his interest to do so. Immediate between 
these two ‘ cases is that of performing animals, ' in 
whom habits ' have been formed by rewards and 
punishments also, in a different way, that of sheep 
induced to embark oh a ship, when the leader has to 
be dragged aCToss the gangway by force, and the rest 
thenTolIow willingly.” 

An these forms ,of power arc exemplified among 
human beings. "The case of pig illustrates miUtary and 
police power," "The donkey with the carrot typifies 
the power of propaganda. ^ "Performing 'animals show 
the power of cducatioh.’* ' ' 

"The sheep'" following their unwilling leader arc 
iUu'stmivc of paity politics, whenever, as is usual, 
a revered leader is in bondage to a clique of to party 
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bosses. "Let us apply these Aesopian analogies, ti> 
the nseTof Hitlei — The, carrot J^was the ^ Nazi, pro- 
fitamme (involving, e. g , the abolitionjof interest), the 
donkey was the lower middle class. The sheep and 
their leader were the Social ^Democrats; and Thuden- 
brerg. The pigs (only so far as their misfortunes ,arc 
concerned) were the victims in concentration ^camps, 
and the performing animals are the millions who make 
the ^azi salute." ^ ^ ^ 

Well, there ate many even amongst us whose 
conception of discipline does not go, beyond weanng 
the badge and giving the salute. I have very little 
respect Tor this kind of discipline, although admit 
It might be an^ instrument of power for those^ ^no 
covert dictatorship, Wherj I speak of disciplines I 
have in view a totally different state of the mmd That 
discipline comes from freedom /from those archaic 
impulses within us, which make it difficult for us 
to reconcile the pursuit of individuality with , collec- 
tive good. Life is ^ pure flame, we live by an 
invisible sun within us," said Sir Thornes Browne. 
But not to all is given the perception of this invisible • 
sun m all its undimmcd glory, nor docs life’s Aflame 
bum at It* purest at all moments. When the dust 
of daily life or the dross of earthly aims lie thick on 
us, egotism gams the mastery and makes us forget 
that freedom >s not a single mdividual's privilege 
but the bittlrnght of all. ft ii in this forgetfulness 
tliat lies the greatest danger tohccdom. We roust 
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guard against this danger by remembering that on 
the highest plane self-discipline merges- with freedom. 

Com-ides, *' I welcome you all to your spiritual 
home. It is not a city of "•dreaming spires”; never- 
theless, it is your spiritual home, for it is here that 
the student movement had its birth about three 
decades ago. The site on whichl you and I have 
assembled today is almost. - classic ground. Jit is 
hallowed by the memories of Lai Mohan - Ghose, and 
Surendra Nath Bcnerjee, Ananda Mohan Bose. Abdul 
Rasul, Anrolindo Ghose and Bipin Chandra Pal 
Deshbandu * Chittranjan Das and EDeshpiiya Jatindra 
Mohan Sen Gapta.. Bear proudly the torch of freedom 
which they have handed over to you and hand it 
over in your turn, pure and unsullied ,to those who 
arc coming after you. With these] words I declare 
this conference open*” 
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a fatal blow to the unity and consolidation of alt 
forces in the country that would undoubtedly have 
resulted in the lunching of a strong campaign next 
year. The move has fulfilled its purpose. ^.-Thcr 
Viceroy has been thanked for hV sinccritpr to hisi 
country, its cause and its imperial ihtCTcsts.'* Proceed* 
ing, Mrs. Chattopadhya said. ”We*me fond of hold* 
ing up ourselves as ' ready for martyrdom, f iMit wii'cn; 
the time comes for bearing our neck" wc retreat^ ^and 
say. ^ Wait till the liext blow." Each time the coward 
gets the better of it. Start civil disobedience, declare • 
an independent republic, establish a" parallel govern*-^ 
ment, do it at any cost and any sacrifice.” , ^ ^ 

Mrs. Kamla Devi asked the youths not to merely' 
pass resolutions even at the risk 'of being called 
traitors. It was most dishonest and demoralising to, 
pass resolutions unless they were prepared to carry; 
them out, by some defihite plan of work. The youth 
must take a bold Ie»p for better ^ or worse. ^ Did not' 
Ireland fight for one hundred years 7 If the youths 
meant to declare that they stdod for' the ‘ freedom of 
India, they must sit down and draw 'up a course of 
action for lunching the movem^t. 'It would be • 
attacked mercilessly, > It would be crushed, but out’ 
of each such ruin would rise a newer' and better spirit,.* 
chastened and refined by etch martyrdom. 

Referring to the question of Indian States, the- 
President said that she could not imagine a free India 
where the autocratic rule of the Princes was tolerated.. 
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;<T:Mrs.. Kamla Devi asked the youths! to fight againsr 
the ^^ny. social evils rampant in society. She said thar 
all temples must be. national ised* ' ■ 

The President continuedi — 

‘* ^*'Tbe‘term “Red" is much ;abuscd and misunder- 
stood.'' it ushally means fighting with guns, but jwith 
us it <ah only mean a great upheaval through moral 
forced Tor ^ disarmed nation has no choice in the 
matter, cven apatt from the ethical, morjd or the prac- 
tical' view point, " TTius I am sure,' youth will recreate 
an TndiaJ for gloribus than she has ever been in the 
past.” ' ' ' 

‘I’, should, like to begin, by referring to i that , sub-^ 
jeet which is encircled by the flaming sign of red, 
namely,' ^politics. 'l hope the controversy that has 
raged round it is a thing of the past. It was Curzon 
who said that politics is merely contemporary history 
and education- itself demands that students should 
take ah intelligent’ interest in it. But in India where 
potidcV'rs 'a matter of life and death it is utter stu- 
pidity to ask students to merely maintain a detached 
academic interest in this burning topic. To ask stu- 
^Icnts to fold their hands, shut their cy« and ' closc^, 
their ears while vast devastation around them goes oa ~ 
os like preaching moderation to the rescuers when a 
house is on fire. -Whac. is .tbis*4awwl^dgc which = you- . 

•Ad(ir««dciiveml tjy iiuiioau CiuitiopAdiiraYa 

•a t&e AU Uenga) Confcreftce btr!d in Caiinitta on Marni,. 

6 , 1931 . ,, , ... . ■ 
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■seek in cold isolation when humanity around is 
ini out for justice? Whom-should it benefit if the 
atmosphere were to impose upon^ou dumbness, bhn * 

ness and deafness ? « X?> 1 _ 

You can hit at .the end of your , career quo 
the great artist Leonard Devinae :^-WhiIe I thought 
1 was learning 'to live, I was hut learning how-to 
die ?” Politics in the wide sense is the totality ot a 
guiding principles, methods, systems which 
collective activities in all dominions of 
might say that it is rather superfluous to refer to 
this topic at this stage when the tangled web seems 
to be unwinding itself and the sky is full of t c 
of hope and India’s confident that the end is in si 
But I must frankly confess I am not so sure t 
the achievement of what I would call freedom xSj * . 

sight. c ‘ ‘ ‘ ' 1 ' 

Freedom is a condition where there is 
equality of opportunity resulting in two issuw- ^ 

man will have a f-ir chance to make himseU a^ 

in him lies, to reach the highest jpomt 
capacities can carry him, to get for J 

wife all that he has earned by the sweet of hts labour. 

Tht tutu will g« the highest service from each »au. 
Then alone .can we sa, with any 

aituintd the snhstance-of Independence that we h 

been striving for* And for this purpose t c 

will have to devofe their full time and atten • 

is at this University of Humanity that you wi 



to offer youc. life, and. get your .Degree of Freedom. 
There is no, greater knowledge than that of setfres- 
•pect.!' SlaveryJis ignorance, ana you are but deceiving 
:^urselves if you think you are building up your future^ 
and'^ that ! of the country ..by • being content to shut, 
-yourself up 'in these; tomb-Iikc colleges where instru- 
ments lof exploitation of the, weak are hummcrat out 
4ind the laboratories produce but the horrors of war. 

No man ever remains free who acquiesces in what 
die knows to be a 'wrong.- Those arc" always ' most 
•true citizens *‘whb insist upon ' bringing back’ our' 
xulcrs to a realisation'’ of the conditions on which 
their rule is held.- It is your duty to be, therefore; the 
•voice of the millions who are voiceless and of them*^ 
that arc weak or oppressed, of those, disinherited of 
•the beauty of life, for whom, there is no deliver- 1 
-ance, >to whom the jworld will, still remain a. prison 
linspite of the,, much -eulogised substance of indepen-, 
d^ce. - Unless there is a definite and radical reconsti- 
tution of society as it stands at present, freedom j 
'Will be , only, a dream.; '( ■ ’ - <■ 

. _A mere ttansference of power from one group, to, 
.another .will ;leave the average .toiler just where be, 
■was.' .. (• 

Patch work reforms are like ^having a hydra for,- 
-frccdom.to be a. practical ideal. ^All seekers*; after, 
■freedom have' ever given a new! ideal to the .World. ^ 
•Christ ' and Buddha overleaped all that the seers and . 
the Visemcn ; had. laid ‘down. . No; young man wh' 6 ' 
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i,' out for ercat «Mevemeut\«n 

no matter in what fo quote 

created an :; ^ 

a profound line “4 is not in the reach- 

singer Rabmdra Nath, which is limit" 

ing of the limit but J "“.'’'^^Xe' our students, 
less- Thus the rash ->'.ch is .before oj|:^ ^ 

to-day is the creation o ° Miscarrying on of a 

rationalistic basis. It mean -gj^ic oppression, 

campaign against „ which, 

Certain ideas have been handed on to u 

we have to turn nvOT fill in with out, new 

the surface, ahd see bow far they fill m witn ^ 

scheme. ^ j * 

Take the great idea of the boycott of ®jamst 

It is a powerful instrument no ou j j it 

an imperial power 
as effective as possible, B 

cannot help nothing with sp ^ ^trik- 

while we have been jubilant .^y and in- 

ing ablow at Britains out‘o^ ac- 

creasing our own: we have instrumental 

count the main factors namely the indust- 

in achieving this brilliant have been 

rial workers. While the * j workers is 

- making h for all the noted 

. just where it was. I cann^o been in 

industtisl centres hut « it apph'i 

Eon)h.y and lahould not UsuiFUeo u 
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to other places as well. This is one of the many 
^an^ers that^. lurk ^in every ^ corner and trap us in 
their coU.j 

Turning to the peasantry wc.arc confronted 
‘ with similar ^difficulties. Our attention is so absorbed 
in condemning a taxation that we feel it very oppr cs* 
•sive but little do we bother about the merciless 
robbing of the i peasants by the landlords whose only 
claim to their wealth is their idleness. - i 

We talk glibly of 60 ‘millions who cannot get 
one square meal a day • and how the average income 
is hut 2, annas. Even the peasant proprietors are in 
a nnseiable state on ^n av erage, he has only 2 acres 
of land whereas in tEngland the distribution f is 20 
acres per head and in South Africa 83 acres, r And 
when we, realise that there are .7 lacs of villages, 
the struggle ,o£ these people for their, daily bread 
seems to be enormous. According to .some, figures 
nearly 70 millions of people out of the total that arc* 
trying to eke out a living on the land in their posses^ 
iion, arc in excess which means that this extra popu- 
Jation ought to be absorbed elsewhere. For this pur- 
pose even jat a highly industrialised, condition it is- 
doubtful whether India can solve the problem of offer- 
ing a decent living to every one of them unless there 
is a redistribution on a more humane and equitable 
basis. When the new State , of Csechoslovikia was 
iormed, it had to face a similar difficulty and bold- 
ly bandied the problem by resorting to rcdistribudoa 
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people, -we can solve far i more .easily our communal 
and, caste differences than iany other method. 

^ We can'fight against these canljers with ruthless* 
ness if wc have ' a definite ’organised rebellion that 
we dan" carry 'ori.' against airSdcial oppression. There 
IS often a 'tendency to side-track the issue and go off 
into minor channels where these social difficulties- 
arc concerned. Take, for instance, the depressed 
classes who arc now agitating for temple — entry in. 
certain places. This question is merely one of the- 
many aspects ~ of the ‘ w hole social system which is 
based on ' tyranny and - exploitation and it is against 
this -system'- itself that we have to fight. These 
differences and distinct ons between man and man- 
whicK have’ xcligious backing up behind ir, haVc led,, 
ms' "wc-' know, to so" much demoralisation. • ’Temples 
have Tietrimc corrupt -and' dirty 'and are now in -the- 
hands -of those' who in the name of religion ■ terri^^ 
people and kill their reasoning' faculty. ' 

' ' • " A large amount of wealth is sunk in these tcmplca 
with no benefit' to 'any one, while people starve at 
thcfcvcry templc*doors. Tt is impossible to -cnumc- 
rate' all the horrors which our social system upholds, 
and that is why Isay that it is necessary to fight 
against the system itself, destroy all religious exploita- 
tion and the tyranny of priestcraft, for it is the system 
that is at the root of all our comm'unal troubles and' 
it is this which has -created religious fanaticism and. 
tyranny leading ultimately to communal , squabble^ 
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iand hence national disunion/' i 

In the field of culture the signs of dediy arc procoi* 
nent too, the cul^ral conquest,- of India, has; been 
one of, the sad dess features of out present; day. Beauty 
is the soul of f^edom, for, beauty is butjthc .expan* 
sion of consciousness. The very root of our, existence 
has gone dry— how can then the leaves be fed, or how 
can, the flowers,come forth and yield fruits.,,^: , 

Cheap commercial commodities have usurped the 
old artistic object of every'day use,f Even the -children 
in the villages arc today feeding, ;theit imagination 
on the Dunlop Tyre advertisements and match labels 
with -which they cover their 'yraUs, and it,is ,.not .to 
be wondered at when we realise 'how, poor, .we have 
grown in the creative field and how little, we havcdonc 
to fight, against the, onslaught of hybrides which is the 
natural result when two cultures clash when they 
meet not as, comrades but as the conquered ^and the 
conquexcr. The desire for beauty and, colour is in* 
berent -to every one and< it must seek its fulfilment 
in some form however crude and drab it may be. , . 

The artistic starvation of millions of people is too 
pathetic for word and it is* tragic when we realise ■ on 
what poor srulf the growing mmds are feeding themsel* 
ves. There is no doubt that our educational- syittm 
is greatly responsible for this tragedy. < 1 1 > - ‘ 

' In conclusion I wish to answer one argument 
that is always put forveard agamit students acuvny* 
joining any movement as full time workers and this is 



198 


•the fact that they arc ultimately un cared for and at 

-the mercy of chance. I admit that this has been the 
•case in the past but let us remember that it has been 
‘50. for the simple reason that movement in the past 
W had only a very narrow ideal and ended bv 
leaving power and opportunities of life still in the 
hands of a few. But when a mass movement is oi^ 
fianised for capering power for the masses, it can lead 
qnly to a condition where not only the average student 
^t the average man in the street will have come i^o 



Uaders of the ftaure wiU came 'out of-i'ou coid- 
"<fthers like you Trepare yourselves for ihe destiny that: 
awaits you. it is your great good foruine that you vnlU 
fii^e inthe i^ew India which 'is being bom before ywrr 
very eyes. It will be your joy and ppvitege to serve and', 
^rldiip India re-h^n at^ free, India, occupying ^ 
honoured place among the nations of the world, India,, 
seeking to serve humanity, India, the friend of all and. 
enemy of none; India, the link between the East and' 
Ae West. May you become her true sons and faithful 
worshippers.** 

Munshi lihwar Saran. 

Youth alone can break through the traditions — rigid 
and discarded beliefs, to find a way to new achievements- 
and I ask you my young friends to realise that call to- 
exert yourselves and seek the truth, not the knowledge 
that lies hurried in books but the true knowledge that cam 
only com? from intellectual effort.* 


Sir C. K Ramon. 
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•Mr. Chairman and Frtends— 

Never before in modern times has India been so^ 
deeply stirred as she is to-day. The idea of freedont 
has caught her imagination and for its attainment and 
retention an ever* increasing number of men as -wclL 
as women is ready to go through every suffering ancL 
to make all sacrifices. The spirit of freedom pervades 
not only the .realm of politics but is making itself 
felt in ‘many oth r departments of our national thought 
and activity. Old ideas are crumbling and tradition 
is losing its way. A new hope and afresh faith arc 
inspiring our hearts and there is visible on all sides 
a, solemn determination to revive and increase our past 
glory- The atmosphere is filled with the spirit of 
service and satnifict A session of your Conference 
held at a time like this has an importance all its own 
and I am very grateful that you have called upon me 
to render you such littla assistance as I can at this 
important juncture. 1 prise the honour that Vou have 
been pleased to confer on me. 

. ^Freedom is coming, but do not forget, gentlemen, 

I ipray you. the serious responsibilities it entails. 

' * Mum hi I ih war 5 Ar»n', Frettdrntial addms the BDuir Studenu 

Conference held at Arrak on 20tb October 1931. 
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Those who by severe preparation and strict discipline 
do not equal themselves for the right exercise of free- 
dom often make a mess of their country and its future. 
History contains instancei where' liberty has degener- 
ated into licefase, license has led to chaos and-, chaos 
has brought abo'ut ‘the extinction of- freedom itself. f 
Thexetention of freedom’ I- beg you to • remember, is 
far more difficult than its^ ecqmsitwn, • r 

‘What then is the task before yju 7 Those of yoii 
who truly long to be the soldiers of freedom bn other 
aim is really' worth“having must first of 'all hberat^ 
your' minds. Don't yield unquestioning ' obedience to 
authority.' Don’t 'allow * tradition to frighten ^ybu^ 
Don’t follow blindly any man^ however great. 'DonV 
accept anything bn' trust, "Examine carcfully'‘ahy' 
idea thdt is placed ‘before you.' Welconic all -that is’ 
good; reject dll that ii evil. ' Believe me,' no couiitjfy* 
in the world liais' been a greater victim of ‘traditfor?' 
than this unhappy land of ours. And no ‘ community 
has Buffeted 'more than the* Hindu community from • 
the carping'and degrading effects of tradition 'than tbii’’ 
unbapp/lani of outx. And no community has suffer- ’ 
cd more than the Hindu cohamuriit'y fromlthc’catpfhgV 
and .degrading' leffdcts of, tradition 'and< custom.. 'lAt 
every ^tep and in all directions tradition mocks us and 1 
without-' any '^fesisMnee we succumb to its tyranny. 
The tragedy of the.situation is that even educated men ' 
invent arguments, mind ^ you, all of them arc not 
in sincere, in justification bf every absurdity and thiir 
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enfeebled minds seek shelter Jn some book of hoary^ 
antiquity.*. I venture to submit that no book, however 
ancient or authoritative, should be allowed to 'convert 
human. beings into slaves who, dare not. exercise , their, 
reasoning or critical faculty. I am happy to find that 
Mahatma Gandhi who, according to his- own declara- 
tion believes in the Vedas, the ^Upanishads, the 
Purans and' all that goes by the name^ of Hindu 
Smptures and therefore in 'Avtars and re-birth's is not 
in favour of surrendering our judgment even to our 
Shastras’ says he, stall not make a fetish of religion 
and I cannot justify any evil in its sacred name. I have 
no desire to carry one single soul with me, if I cannot 
convince him by an appeal to his reason, I shall even 
go to the length of rejecting the divinity of the most 
aiicient Shastras if they do not appeal to my reason.* 
Pray do not misunderstand my position. I yield to 
no one in my admiration of any loyalty to Hinduism 
which I considcr to be the most precious heritage of 
our race. The world is waiting for its message and 
it is for us to carry it to far-off lands. But make no 
mistake. The Hinduism which will enrich the world 
is the Hinduism which enables and inspires and not 
the Hinduism which demands unreasoning acquics- 
' cence from its votaries. 

Some of us — happily their number is fast dimini- 
shing— have transerred their allegiance from qnc_ 
tradition to another. The tradition of the West they 
have substituted for the t/adition of the East and in,* ' 
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the name of culture and enlightenment they perpetrate 
abocking acts of vandalism. While they decay our 
■own institution, they dare not question' even the most 
trivial rules of Western cttiquettc. Their foreign 
mode of 1 thought, foreign garb and foreign tastes 
should be objects of profound pity. Little do 
they realise that blind imitation is the surest proof 
of what Mahatma Gandhi has called ‘slave' men- 
tality ’ 

It should be your aim and endeavour to destroy 
this mentality. Free India .will need institutions 
which will foster and develop freedom and for the 
construction for a new order of things, the first 
xequisite is the capacity to think fearlessly. Our past 
— to deny its greatness is to betray gross ignorance — 
■should spur us to strenuous activity in order to make 
the future mightier than the past but to hold that our 
past was perfect and free, all blemish is to ignore the 
law of evolution. On the other hand, the humiliating 
craze for imitation of the west and, a sub-conscious 
<lesirc to convert India into another Europe is a new 
and more dangerous malady which should be ruthlessly 
•exterminated. Remember, friends, the world, is in 
aorc need of India which will have the wisdom and 
courage to think its own thoughts and to live its own 
life. India loses all value if it is to be only a faint 
and feeble copy of the West. The world wants originals 
and not copies. It should be your ambition and pride 
to give to humanity the India lhat again in the future 
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Sts tn the past makes its own distinct and distinctive 
•contribution td the enlightenment and advancement 
cJ the world. ‘ 

If you break away from crude traditions and 
'Senseless Customs of recent growth your ideas about 
•sex will necessarily undergo d deep and radical trans- 
■formation. You will realise that women has as impor* 
<:aht a function in life to discharge as a man. It is a 
■crime to impede herself realisation and self-impression. 
It should be your privilege to resist her to fulfil her 
-destiny. Friends, I beg you to consider the colossal 
stupidity and cruelty of the attitude of many of us, 
jnen, who feel inclined to dictate to women. I respect 
.and admire man's anxiety to serve women, but I fail 
to appreciate his wish to dominate. If you desire to 
■view this problem in its true prospective, you will 
have to make a long and sustained mental effort to 
change your angle of vision. Our minds for long have 
Jbeen running m a particular groove to alter their 
course and direction. 

I shall make, if I may, one or two concrete sugges- 
rtions in this connection to provoke thought and even 
conttovetsy you have to create such an atmosphere 
that no woman should ever feel the slightest sense of 
unsecurity in any public place or conveyance. Every 
nvoman should be heartened by the convicnon that as 
Uong as there is one single educated young man alive 
-ihd as long as he can help it, no harm or insult can 
Ib^U her. Every young man should be eager to sprinjg 
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■^oiward to the rescue of a woman regardless of all 
-personal consequences to' himself. This sense o£ 
security will be the most effective means of abolishing, 
purdah. 

I venture that there is no young man present 
here today who upholds the horrors of purdah. — . 
Apart from other consideration if we want to live., we 
must banish purdah from our midst, it is in human^ . 
who does not know that thousands of women die of 
phthisis every yearbccause we in our, wisdom have 
decided to keep them shut up in the houses where air 
and light have not much free access ? Strange are our 
notions of responsibility, the greater the responsibility 
a family claims, the greater the rigidity with which . it 
observes purdah. No Hindu can have the hardhood 
to assert that this wretched practice have any religious, 
sanction behind it, blind custom and agonising cow- 
ardice alone arc responsible for its continuance. With 
the growth and spread of girls* education will become: 
more real and liberal. The growth and spread of 
education will force a change in the laws of marriage 
and rules of inheritance. It will give ' a new position 
and a new status to our women who will become a*, 
great upholders of India’s dignity, honour and freedoin. 
as men themselves. 

Not a whitless urgent is the crusade that yom 
have to cany on against communalism. Friends, it h. 
a humiliating confession to make, but truth must, 
be told. The nationalism of most of us is only fiiihr 
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deep. You scratch a nationalist and you find a com- 
munalist’ And what is infinitely worse is that- 
Hindus among themselves are hopelessly divided. Can 
wc honestly say that, foe instance, a Bhummihar 
Brahmin regards a Kayastha as his brother or a- 
Kayastha makes no distinction between another 
Kayastha and a Vaish who does not know that during, 
elections not a few of us try to take advantage of 
this separatist feeling ? Who docs not know that 
in matters of appointments this feeling sometimes 
makes us commit jobbery in the name of adequate 
caste representation ? Do not some of our ministers, 
legislators and public men, most of whom are gradu- 
ates, for their own ignoble personal ends for the flame 
of communalism ? Would not at least some of our 
so-called leaders who have manoeuvred themselves 
into the kind light drop into ulrer oblivion and abso- 
lute nothingness if they ceased to take advantage of 
and encourage communal bitterness and strife ? It 
is my delibrate conviction that our educated men 
cannot escape their share of responsibility for the 
growth of communalism. Happily, in villages, compara- 
tively Speaking, this deadly poison has not produced 
Its pernicious effects as it has done in large town» 
and cities. But if immediate and stem measures are 
not adopted, I am afraid, there will be such a con- 
flagration in the country that it will consume alt 
our hope for the future. 

In pleading for nationalism, I am not thinking. 
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1 assure you, of the present fight for Swara}. A 
“Jiation's greatness is not founded on the decision of 
■any Round Table Conference, it is up co you, gentle- 
men, to take a vow that in all civic matters you will 
not allow religion, race or caste to influence yoiib 
judgment or action. Do not think in terms of caste; 
•<jr community. Every Indian should be equally dear 
to you. A Brahman or a Dan, a Muslim dr a Chris- 
tian, an Anglo-Indian or a domiciled Engltshtnan, in 
deed every one is born of the common mother should 
have equality of rights and opportunities. It is a 
crime to make distinction between one Indian and 
another on the grounds, race, religion or caste. Un- 
less this feeling becomes real, all talk of nationalism 
is sheer hypocrisy^K. Remember, our Salvation lies in 
nationalism, commtinalisra will only lead to our dis- 
truction. 

You, friends, can make a beginning ot once. 
Being to think as Indians, it will require, believe roe, 
terrible effort to do so. The surrounding atmosphere 
is surcharged with coro munalism and it is by no means 
easy to resist its baneful influence. You should be 
prepared to meet with failures and disappointments. 
Do not be daunted or disheartened by them. Keep 
your faith in nationalism undimmed. Let not the 
comrounaUim of your friends and colleagues throw 
jour roind out of geais. 

Do not tay, as alas 1 so many actually, I liavc 
•been acting honestly and tfncrrtlf as a nationalist 



■students at Marseilles he observed, -'Real cducatioti 
•consisted notin packing the brain with so many /acts 
and , figures, not in .passing examinations by '.reading: 
numerous books but in developing .character, -very 
highly, if I may say so with all respect, he said in the- 
samc speech, a nation loses its liberty owing to some of 
its own weakness and we find that immediately we: 
shed our weakness, we regain our liberty.’- . * ' 

I have been interested in education and connecr 
ted with educational institutions all my life and as one 
day succeeds another the conviction grows deeper and 
stronger in me that character lies at the root of all 
progress and all success. It is nothing, short of a 
tragedy that character-building does not receive that 
attention at home or at school or college as it should. 
The parents arc satisfied jf their young hopefuls 
creditably get through some public , examinations and 
the worth of an . ducational institution is measured 
by the percentage of its passes. I am surprised that 
the result of this neglect is not more deplorable than 
it actually is. Docs it not happen that a lad secures 
n first place in his class but is unwilling or unable to 
protect a tiny little fellow who is being bullied or ill- 
treated by some big boy ? What is worse is, that he 
is unconscious and his duty to bis younger or weaker 
brother. Docs it not happen that a man tops the 
list in the B. A. or B. Sc. examination but refuses to go- 
even to Burma or Ceylon — not to .mention more dis- 
tant lands — on a good salary^ and with excellent pros* 
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■pects ? lacks that' energy and initiative as wilt 
impy him to think of untrodden fields ‘Anything 
•unfamiliar is Beyond his ken. The present unemploy- 
ment of the educated classes is the result of diverge 
> Causes but T venture to submit that lack of enterprise 
as most certainly one of them. The spirit of adveii- 
•ture, capacity to take risks, the courage to' face diffi- 
culties and the determination to conquer the world 
T assure you, make you better men and citizens as 
well as improve your prospects. " • • 

There is one aspect of this question, gentlemen', 
which you will pardon my saying, fills me with 
Jidcscribable pail and a guish. You make eloquent 
ispeeches a d write slashing articles condemning 
•social evils but very seldom, if ever, you consider 
it your duty to translate your views into- action. 
You attack the- system of rilak and jahez .but you 
-yourselves directly or indirectly become a parties .to 
their demand, and acceptance. You know as well as 
any body else that this pernicious custom is ruining 
many -poor 'families and is blasting • the > lives of 
.many giils 'and still you- do not feel -called upon 
to take practical steps to save the people from this 
ruination ‘ and* humiliation. You deceive yourscIiJ’es 
when.^ypu say that-the responsibility is not. yours 
but of your patents. . How many . more, snehlatas 
will have to; burn themselves to death before iyoui^ 
.conscience, will aroused^? .Jc- is -my unalterable 

:faith-.that the agony of th.ese unhappy girls and their 
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families goes to Hearea.and calls for curses on those 
who directly orindircctly. countenance or encourage 
this abominable practice. A young , man with character 
Tirould say with folded hands and with most genuine 
and profound love and respect, 'father, I am. ready 
to do anything at your bidding but nofcven for you 
am I prepared to participate in this social crime. 
This shame is not possible.' Take another example' 
You rail at 'pardah' but do not possess the courage 
to take out your little sister even for a walk in the 
open air. What is the value, I ask, of all your , talk 
of manliness if you do not have the nerve to put up. 
a strong fight against evil 7 Purify and strengthen 
your character, because India needs men and not 

spineless, individuals. 

Intellect is of course very valuable - but do not 
please exaggerate its •importance j intact alone will 
take you neither to success nor to distinction in 
life It is character, taken in its broad and comprc» 
bcMive sense, which elevates a man and a nation. 

ever pamed to conaidcr why a tmy I.ttlo 
Wand ia'thc Atlantic it ona of the most dom.natine 
?.c"o» i the modern world ? Why iaEngl.nd .ttat^ 
1^0 not know what answer others may give to the 
<picstion. but my answer is short and simple, because- 
her sons and daughters have character. 

During my several visits to 
•truck not only by the character of English boys and 
gitU but also by their physique. I do not forget thitr 
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tlicy arc rich and we are distrcsiingly poor. I 
wmmb« that, they have a'colder climate than ours; 
but ,^fter making allowance for these circumstances 
^ wc.must acknowledge that they attach far greater- 
value to health than we do. Look at this problem 
from any angle and the conclusion is in vi table that 

a boy or jl girl owes Jiis nr Jier .first duty to his 
or her body. How many of our young men and- 
women systematically try to make their bodies strong 
and beautiful ? Friends, physical beauty is a thing not 
to be despised. 

Permit ine to pause for a moment here and make 
a submission to those who feel horrified at the very- 
idea of our girls going in for any physical exerdsc 
I humbly ask them if the bodies of boys and girls, 
arc so different in constitution and that the former 
needs .exercise but the latter docs not. Why. in the^ 
name of common sense, should girls be prevented 
from improving and strcrfgthening'thcir bodies maze 
particularly when they have to bear the strain of child- 
birth ? . We hare- begun to -establish girls’ schools, 
^t very seldom we think of providing them with 
playgrounds. It is for you to fight this prejudice 
down. . . 

But even in this case of boys there are not a few- 
p«Tcnts as well as teachers .who -grudge the time- 
spent over physical games and exercises. This atti- 
tude 4$ -responsible for the death of so many of our* 
distinguished . men in the prime of life. A man at. 



■fifty begins to expect the 'visit trf the arig'el of dcatlx 
^nd nervously., waits for “hioi. ’'His' relations and 
friends looWupon him as -an old'map^past all'.work. 
He himself talks as if he is half-dead. ' I want you, 
gentlemen, to; avoid this fate.- You'can do so provided 
you start from now looking afcer your bodies. You 
'Should create such mentality that feebleness or flabbi* 
ness of the body may be looked upon as a disgrace' and 
& humiliation. .. Your muscles should give you as much 
satisfaction and pride as your first class first at a Uni~‘ 
-versity or some other public examination. ^ May -I, in 
t^is connection, relate the experience of an Indian 
youth at a British University ? He applied, for. ad« 
mission and the.autbority concerned^ was reluctant 
to.admit.him. He producedfall his ' certificates and 
testimonials but they created no. effect. In sheer dis- 
pah the youngman blurted out- ciiat he had been ' 
the faptain of^ the hockey team of his college. . Ins- 
tantly .came the remark, ‘Ohh that alters ■■ the > situa- 
tion*. The applicant -was admitted. Has not thisa- 
Jesson .>for you and your teachers and guardians, '' »' 

' The next topic,' I ask permission slightly bo* touch, 
is discipline. ’ Remember,- friends, f want you to suB- 
jnit to no tyranny of any shape or description'. T 
fully ^realise e-my .responsibility 'and ' anxiously' weigh 
xny^.wprds when , I -say that .you should ' rebel kgainst ■ 
-any authority < which is -designed to crush your indS-* ‘ 
pcndencc ..and, manliness.- ‘ Tyranny masquerading in ' 
.tthe.'gatb.'of discipline should be fought 'against -and 
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shown no quarter. At the same time, I beg you to- 
.appreciate the value of true discipline. A body of 
undisciplined men is a mob and it becomes an army 
•only when it is disciplined. You cannot lead if you 
have not learnt to obey. The lack of discipline and 
•organisation makes our corporate life feeble and in* 
•effective. What can you expect where everybody is 
.a law unto himself ? What would happen to a hostel 
•if the hostlers set at naught the authority of the 
warden ? What would happen to a college if the 
;students defied the principal ? The plain answer is 
•disorder and disruption. 

Closely allied with discipline is the question of 
organisation. For national success, organisation is 
absolutely essential. A nation that is disorganised 
has not the ghost of chance of making its mark in 
modern world. An Indian visitor to the West is 
vastly impressed by the organisation that he sees all 
•around him there. Go to any place and you will 
find unmistakable evidence of organisation. I shall 
-ask you to make a beginning. Organise your clubs 
and other movements. The lesson learnt now will 
stand you in good stead in after life. 

I have purposely placed before you, gentlemen, 
only a very few ideas in the hope that you might 
confine yourselves to them during the next twelve 
months. Concentration is essential for Success. 
Suppose you take up the question of physique and 
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Tilak and Jahez at this session. Suppose you take up- 
the question of Physique and tilak and j'ahez at this- 
gathering. Throughout the year work devotedly, for 
the improvement of your bodies and fot the dcst" 
ruction of the hated system of dowry. At the sue*- 
ceedtng session consider the progress made and then, 
decide if you will take up any fresh questions or will 
Continue your present activities. Allow no resolution 
to exist merely on paper. Every resolution that you 
adopt should register your solemn determination to- 
put into practice some resolve of yours,' LSt not your 
Conference be like so many other Conferences which 
begin and end in talk. Insincere talk disgusts the. 
listener and debases the talker. 

I know I have spoken strongly but I hope I shall 
be forgiven if I assure you that I have felt equally 
atrongly. 

, The leaders of the future will come out of you 
and others like you. Prepare yourselves for the 
destiny that awaits you. It is your great good for- 
tunc that you will live in the New India which is 
being born before your very eyes. It will be your joy 
and .privilege to serve and worship India re*born and 
free, India, occupying an .honoured place among thet 
nations of the world, India, seeking to serve humani- 
ty, India, the friend of all and enemy of none, India, 
the link between the East and the West. May you be- 
come her true sons and faithful worshippers 1 , 
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. ^ A great deal of nonsense has been talked and 
wntten about the well-worn topic of students and 
politics.. I will state my conculsions on the matter for 
your careful consideration. I will make a distincdon 
between student below eighteen, and student above 
eighteen. To students below eighteen, I will venture 
to suggest that they serve themselves and their 
county best, by keeping aloof from active participa- 
tion in politics. I do not want them to be blind or 
deaf to what is going on around them. I want them 
to watch, see and listen. I want them to develop the 
great qualities of courage, patriotism, and self-sacrifice 
But they arc too young to be of any use in politics at 
the age. and if they wait some time, and prepare them- 
selves they will be of greater service in politics. Of 
course. I except those who feel the irresistible call of 
their country and do not like to stay at school or at 
college. They are the exception, and no general rule 
tan bind them. ' 

But with regard to students above eighteen years 
I have no hesitation in saying that they will lose noth- 
ing. but will gain a great deal, if they respond, to the 
call even to take active part in politics. In their case ' 
I would utter only the caution. Most .of ' them are 
independen' on their parents or guardians. -They owe it 
to them to get their consen t, before they break away 

•Mr. S. Satyamurti Presidential speech at c. j 

Conference, which opened its Session on 3rd Oct. 193^ .ftodSu?* 
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from their moorings. Again, I except those who feel 
the irresistible call. I am not impressed by the jejune 
argument that their, education will be spoiled. If 
education means as it ought to be, the training of the 
mind, the building up of the body and the' fitting of a 
man to respond to the noble impulses in him, active 
participation in the politics of a subject country, 
fighting non-violentry for freedom is the very best 
education which any boy or girl can get. 

In all provinces of India, the one problem which 
stares educated men in their face is that of unemploy- 
ment. There is no patent cure for it. Its historical 
inevitability must have been foreseen. It was not 
hence the tragedy. Lord Macaulay’s minute, which 
was the foundation of modern university education 
in this country, d^iberatcly stated that the main 
object of education to be imparted to the natives, was 
to train clerks for the East India Company, and in 
spite of many changes, some of them wholesome, our 
universities and colleges have largely remained clcrk- 
manufacturing factories. The radical remedy for this 
chronic state of unemployment will come only with 
the ^ establishment of Swaraj Government in our 
country. Today the main avenues of employment 
for our educated men ate only the overcrowded 
government and other offices, and the still more over- 
crowded profession of law or medicine. But under the 
^ Swaraj Government, the army, the navy, the air force, 

• 'ihe mercantile marine service, the indigenous anti 



213 


foreign banks of the country, the great trading houseff 
which "will then come into existence, the industries 
which will then be established, agricultuie which will 
then be radically improved and will flourish and many 
other spheres of national activity will offer ample field 
for the employment of the talent of the educated with 
the country ; I would ask you to wait in patience 
for that state of affairs ; that is bound to come in two- 
or three years. 

Meantime. I would ask you not to waste your 
energy. There is plenty of work lying before us. Dcsh- 
bandhu Das had evolved a fine and well thought*out. 
scheme of village re-construction in Bengal, which, 
would have absorbed the energies of hundreds of our 
young educated men and women, and would have- 
transformed our villages. The cruel band of death 
snatched him away from us before he could mature his- 
plans. But, if not on that grand scale, on a modest 
scale, it is still possible for you to spread yourselves in 
the villages and become centres of culture and. use- 
fulness. I am not painting a mere utopia. I make a 
practical suggestion, which I should like to carry out. 
Go and settle in a village, where you are not altogathcr 
unknown. Take some beautiful books, pictures and 
a gramophone with good plates of good music with 
you, take also a chest of medicines, learning how to use - 
the medicines. Learn the art of spining and weaving 
and the art of teaching it to others. Learn' something 
about agriculture. Settle in the village, help the 
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village folk to spend their evenings on their leisure 
moments with some happiness • Cure their ordinary 
dilments. Read the hooks, show, the pictures and play 
the gramophone to them. Take interest in their affairs, 
help them' to resist the petty tyranny ' of the small 
revenue, irrigation and police officials. , Represent 
their grievances so the higher authorities help them to 
keep the village clean and sanitary, help'them to fight 
epidemics, teach their children ih a small school, by 
and by, you will find a place in their hearts, and also 
in their purses. It is not going to be an easy' work,- to 
begin vnth. But I am confident that, if tried on a 
J proper scale and with sufficient patience, it is bound 
( to yield very good results. Anjhow, under • the 
‘ Swara; Government, we must have five yfear or ten year 
plan, to transform our villages "into' living, virile, 
healthy units of a free resurgent nation. You maybe 
pioneers in that work* The fashion in' India today, 
'with some people, is to think always and to talk some* 
•time of Bengal as the hot bed of voilence. It/ is a 
libel on the fair name of Bengal. Her sons and 
daughters ore so recklessly patriotic, that some of them 
resort to deeds which arc violent. 'But they form a 
very small microscopic minority. I am' not a philoso- 
pher. Therefore, I will not indulge in the ethics or 
the non-ethics of violence, as opposed to non-violence. 

' - That is too profound a subject for 'me. For, is it 
'possible for me to say that violence has always been 
Ineffective, and non-violence alorc effective? On 
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-the other hand, the .history of man to the year of grace* 
1931, iilnstiates only one increasing purpose, viz, thatr 
-violencc is to be the ultimate arbiter in the ^airs.of 
•nations. But there is one streak of light in the other- 
-wiscdarkclouds of human history viz., that men arc 
slowly learning that it is better to count heads than to 
break them, even in the affairs of nations, just as they 
have learntthat lesson, slowly and painfully, in the 
affairs of the individual. But while other nations may 
'take their own time to learn this lesson, India has made 
her choice and, in my opinion rightly, under, the 
leadership of Mahatma Gandhi, to use only the 
weapon of non-violence, in her struggle for freedom. 
There is principle behind that, India struggles for her 
freedom, not only for her own self, but also for the 
•sake of a war-weary world. She wants to give to the 
world her agc-along message of "Peace on earth and 
.good will to all men.*’ She cannot do so if she wins 
her own freedom .through violence for the sake of 
•the world. 

She is also pledged to non-violence, for her own 
•sake. Fortunately or unfortunately, India to-day is a 
land of differing creeds and castes. That she may 
be welded into once strong-willed nation, is the hope 
of every lover, of the country.- Non-violence is the 
v^iest' platform on which they can so unite. Commu- 
nal violence is the worst form of violence and once it 
is allowed to spread, the prospects of Indian f nation-- 
iiood will recede rapidly into the back ground. A 
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foreign irresponsible GoTernment will always find ir 
difficult to fight violence in a subject race. A Swaraj' 
Government, backed by public opinion, can alone deal' 
effectively with violence. Those of ,us, therefore, who' 
desire that violence should disappear in this country 
the earliest possible moment must pray and work 
for an honourable and peaceful settlement being' 
arrived at between great Britain and India at the 
Round Table Conference. That will be the radical cure* 
for violence. It Mahatma Gandhi be allowed to return , 
empty-handed to India, God help Great Britain and* 
India. 

I am anxious that we should be clear in our minds^- 
as to what we want. Some of you may have followed, 
the recent controversy in the columns of “Young. 
India ” between Mahatma Gandhi and myself on this, 
matter. Do we want political power or reforms 7 My 
answer is emphatic. We want political power to rule 
ourselves as we wish. I am glad that Mahatma Gandhi, 
has expressed the same sentiment in England. He 
wants power for his country men “even to sin." The 
point can admit of no doubt at all. If, tomorrow, Great 
Britain were to mike India dry, prohibit the import 
of all foreign cloth, help agriculture considerably, 
establish industries and banks in the sole interest of' 
India, and add to the wealth of the nation, even 
then, I would not acquiesce in the continuance of British 
rule in this country. For I would rather be a mem* 
her of *a free nation, some of whom drink alcohol, son.es 
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of whom ^ress themselves in foreign cloth, and which-, 
is no very rich, rather than a member of a nation or 
slaves, none of whom drinks, all of whom wear 
Khaddar, and where wealth accumulates, but men 
decay. Qear thinking on this matter is essential. There- 
is one constructive method of nation-building works, 
in which you should all take part today. Communa- 
lism is the poison which is corroding the body politic- 
of India. It must be ruthlessly cut out. You must" 
learn to think, speak and act in terms of the nations. 
In the secular field of Government, there is no room*' 
for caste or creed. The prosperity and adversity of the 
state effect all citizens, irrespective of their caste or* 
creed. The efficiency of the individual alone counts 
in the modem state, and not his antenatal accident, 
when India gains &ccdom, the services of communities* 
will be assessed, if at all, not by the title holders and 
by the toadies among them, but by the number oT 
brave men and women who sacrificed themselves in the- 
struggle for the country’s freedom. Communal minori- 
ties have. nothing to fear, under a democratic Govern- 
ment, if their religion, culture, language and customs, 
so far as they arc not in consistent with public order- 
in morality arc statutorily protected,- as they will be 
in Swaraj India. Majorities in Indian Legislature ‘wiir 
not be communal, but will consist of all communities. 
Separate • electorates cannot soften the rigors of 
majority rule, if the majorities be communal. No' 
separate community; can prosper' under Swaraj, - every* 
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whether a law should be obeyed or not, and act accor- 
dingly, A Swa ra; Govefnment can function efficien- 
tly, if its citizens learn that . majority rule must- 
be obeyed, so long as the minority, is given the fullest 
tight to convert itself into a majority. The majority 
may become so tyrannical, tlic minorities may be justi' 
fied in resorting to passive rcsistence. But that should 
6e an exception and not the rule. You have grear 
work in propagating the sound doctrines. I invite you 
to do so. 

C3J 

I very highly appreciate the honour which the 
Reception Committee of your Congress has d 9 ne me 
by inviting me to preside over the Madras Youth 
Congress. I readily accepted the invitation deeply con- 
scious as I am, that, by no stretch of imagination, 
can I claim to call myself or to be called a youth ; 
but, after all, a man is as old as he feels, and a 
women is as old as she looks. I claim to feel as 
youthful among you. I have no doubt, that as a re- . 
suit of my presiding over this Congress, I shall feel 
younger. 
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Ion, (2) that redress in this matter is available to the 
people of the Indian States in the Federal Supreme 
Court and (3) that the representatives of the Indian 
-states to the Federal Legislature, at least to thc^ 
Lower House, arc elected by the people of the Indian 
■Stat^! What will ' happen in this matter is too soon 
to say. But I am no very enthusiastic about a federa- 
Tion of all Indian just now. I am also clearly against 
the proposal to vest the residuary power of the federa- 
■ticn in the federating units. The centrifugal tenden- 
•cies in our country arc so great, and the centripetal 
forces yet so weak that , I am anxious that no step 
should be taken which .will - strengthen . the former, 
-and weaken ,thc latter. .There is, however, one 
direction in which you can help the triumph of Indian 
nationalism over narrow Provincialism* . Be proud 
that you arc Bengalees, but be p^rouder th^t you are 
Indians. 

After Swaraj is obtained, we shall have to fight 
many enemies inside and outside our country- , - 

Satyagraha and non-payment of taxes and disobe* 
dicnce of laws arc the future Swaraj Government if 
at has to continually - fight ^ among its own citizens, 
Satyagrahis, , passive rcsisters, and . law-breakers. 
There is a dangerous doctrine today that Satyagraha 
ds a more potent weapon than the ballot box. It may 
-or may not be ; but no civilised Government can exist, 
if .every, citizen thereof claims the -fight to dedde 
Wor himself whether a" tax should be paid or not, or 
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♦community also will. These are fundamental element- 
ary truths, but some communal leaders are' deliberately 
made to forget therja. I appeal to ’ you, to ‘ whatever, 
♦community you piay belong, to spread these truths 
far and wide^ and to exercise the dem'n of communa-y, 
lism from the country. ‘ ' - 

I need not elaborate, to a student t audience in 
Bengal, the need for Swadeshi; and the Boycott of 
all foreign goods. This is intended .mainly, as 
• economic weapon. .Boycott has been and may, be 
used again as a political weapon. But, to day under • 
the terms of the’ Gandhi-Irwin Pact, we cannot and 
we do not advocate the boycott .of British goods as 
such. But we arc entitled and , bound 'to preach 
-and practise Swadeshi. We must go in for Swadeshi 
goods wherever nossible, and as 'far as possible.' ;Wc 
must boycott all foreign goods. ’ The only exceptions, 

I would make, are medicines, books and 'necessities 
for our industries. We arc all today talking of the 
Indian Federation including the Tndian states. Ma- 
hatma Gandhi is c^ctremely nice to the Indian Prin- 
ces, .and does not mind their coming into Indian 
Federation, remaining small autocrates in their own 
^states. But thci'i^MaharaJa of Bikaner does not res- 
pond. He lays down impossible conditions. I perso- 
nally feel that the Indian Federation must stop with 
the Indian Provinces, leaving it to the Indian states 
to come in, if they want to, on the following condf- 
•tiont, viz., U) that the fundamental rights of the Fedcra- 
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Ion, (2) that redress in this matter is available to the 
people of the Indian States in the Federal Supreme 
Court and (3) that the representatives of the Indian 
■states to the Federal Legislature, at least to the^ 
Lower House, . are elected by the people of the Indian 
States!' What will happen in this matter is too soon 
to say. But I am no very enthusiastic about a federa” 
rion of all Indian just now. lam also clearly against 
the proposal to vest the residuary power of the federa" 
•ticn in' the federating units. The centrifugal tenden- 
cies in our country are so great, and the centripetal 
forces yet so weak that I am anxious that no step 
•should be taken which .will .. strengthen . the former, 
.and weaken .the', latter. There is, however, one 
direction in which you can help the triumph of Indian 
nationalism over narrow Provincialism. , Be proud 
"that you are Bengalees, but be prouder th it you are 
Indians. . 

After Swaraj is obtained, we shall have to fight 
many enemies inside and outside our country. . . , 

Satyagtaha and non-payment of taxes and disobe- 
dience of laws are the future Swaraj Government it 
at has to continually fight ^ among its own citizens, 
Satyagrahis, passive resistors , .and lawbreakers. 
There is a dangerous doctrine today that Satyagraha 
~is a more potent weapon than the ballot box. It may 
•or may not be ; but no civilised Government can exist, 
if every, citizen thereof claims the -right to dedde 
‘Hot himself whether a tax should , be paid or not, or 
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•whether a law should be obeyed or nor, and act accor~ 
din^Iy. A Swaraj Governinent can function efficien- 
tly, if its citizens learn that majority rule must 
be obeyed, so long as the minority is given the fullest 
right to convert itself into a majority. The majority 
may become so tyrannical, the minorities may be justi' 
fied in resorting to passive resistence. But that should 
he an exception and not the rule. You have great- 
work in propagating the sound doctrines. I invite you 
to do so. 

( 3 ) 

I very highly appreciate the honour which the 
Reception Committee of your Congress has done me 
hy inviting me to preside over the Madras Youth 
Congress. I readily accepted the invitation deeply con- 
scious as I am, that, by no stretch of imagination, 
can I claim to call myself or to be called a youth ; 
but, after all, a man is as old as he feels, and a 
women is as old as she looks. I claim to feel as 
youthful among you. I have no doubt, that as a re- 
sult of my presiding over this Congress, I shall feel 
younger. 

I congratulate you on summoning this Congress. 
Youth is a beautiful time, but it is also a time of great 
opportunities, such as do not recur* Whether you 
utilise or waste those opportunities it depends upon 
you. No single youth can tackle’and solve successfully 

*Mr, S. SAlvamurtht’i on the M»drai Youth Conference 

lield *! Madtw on 20th November 1^34. 
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the great and many problems which face Indian 
youth today, when a new nation is practically being 
recreated. It is right, therefore, that you should meet 
and discuss problems, concerning yourselves and the 
'country. 

The most important and urgent problem before 
you is to retain and develop your youthful spirit and 
outlook on life. Alasl In this country we now 
grow prematurely old. Pessimism has a peculiar 
fascination for certain minds. It suits intellectual 
>and moral laziness. Things are fairly depressing all 
round. But depression was never met by an attitude 
oi defeatism. I would earnestly appeal to all of you to 
•cultivate a robust and optimistic view of life. It is 
right, ic is also helpful. If only youngmen and young 
women in our country will make up their minds to 
conspire with fate and to grasp this sorry scheme of 
things entire, then they m<(y well feel called upon 
to shatter it to pieces, so that they may rebuild ic 
nearer their hearts’ desire. I am not an iconoclast, 
nor do I want 3rou to become iconoclasts, but when 
I sec round me prematurely old young people adding 
to the national wall, I feel tempted to ask you to 
get out of yourselves. In a word, I should like 
you to be self reliant, hopeful, and cheerful. 

I shall be told that unemployment is rife among 
•educated youths, and that they cannot afford to be 
happy. After all, happiness is a state of mind. In 
ray experience, I have seen more happiness among the 



poor than among the rich. A happy man wilt more 
^ccesfuUy deal with the problem of life, than an un- 
happy man. On this very problem of unemployment, 
I should like you to ask yourselves, whether the bulk 
ofyou who have to deal with that problem haVe yet 
anything by way of constructive tbinkirg or 
acting. I do not want to suggest heroic solutions’ or 
quack remedies. But I do not feel that, to the advet.- , 
turous aod bold you )gman or woma •, there are fields 
of employment, which have not been touched by them. 

I shall give but o.ic illustration. 'The talkie has come to 
stay with us. The rage for Talkies, especially in Indian 
la. guages like Hindi or Tamil, seems to be unlimited 
though yet in its infancy. You.ig, amateur talent 
from Madras Has already distinguished itself, in the 
production of the Tamil Talkie' of Sita Kalyanam 
which has already been running some weeks, and which 
will run some months more, wherever Tamil is spoken. 

A good Talkie like ttj at gives honourable and lucrative 
employment to fifty educated young men and women. 

I invite you. to explore the possibilities of this pro- 
fession. 

Or, again, take the South Indian stage or South 
Indian music. Third-rate artists producing third race 
plays with primitive dress and primitive scenery still 
hold the field. "Vou can count the first class musi- 
cians on the fingers of your hand. There is plenty of 
talent among you. You rhust develop the genius to 
discover talent among ourselves, to organise it with a 
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view to open out new careers for yourselves, and to- 
add the innocent and elevating amusement and- 
happiness of the Nation... ^ , 

At the other end, lie the vast problems of village 
reconstruction, economic improvement, and organisa- 
tion of the trade, commerce, and banking of the 
country. I grant that, in these spheres, you cannot 
do much without the State taking the initiative and 
helping you. But even here, it is open to the more 
enterprising and adventurous among you to settle down, 
in a village with a small capital and gradually win 
your way into the hearts of the villagers and make 
yourselves so useful to them, that will gladly maintain 
you above want. This is not the place for me to 
elaborate the details of the plan. But if your Congress- 
takes up this suggestion seriously and appoints a. 
Cdmmittce to wort out detailed plan, I shall be glad 
to co-operate with you. 

I should like you, while you arc young, to devote 
particular attention to the physical culture of your 
'bodies. Xherc cannot be real beauty without strength. 

I should like to make a particular appeal to young, 
womin who are flocking to our colleges, to take 
special care of then bodies and their appearance. 
They dare not ignore them. I cannot lay too much 
emphasis on the need for all our young people to take 
regular physical crcrcisc, and to play games and 
sports 

I sincerely hope that 70U will help to maintain. 
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-that reputation. India has won world-wide fame, m 
‘the manly games also. It is' the special 'province of 
'youth to look to those activities. The international 
rstatus of India must be raised ’ by you in this as' in 
‘ other fields. 

I should also like you to cultivate the spirit of 
healthy intellectual curiosity. You are all educated, 
but how many of you know the things which an educat- 
ed person ought to know ? How many things do you 
know even in this city ? How many ' of you have the 
spirit of adventure ? Thanks to Man’s challangc to 
.nature, the North Pole and the South Foie have been 
explored. The whole earth is now known to man- 
Air is being conquered. The depth of the sea have 
been plumbed. The Alps have been subdued, and the 
Himalayas are being attacked. Day after day, we read 
- accounts of great adventures of heroism* How many 
Indian young men, how many Madrasecs particulary, 
have taken their share in this conquest of nature ? I 
invite you to do your bit. I want that you should 
* organise expedition of walking, cycling, mountaineering. 
You should see new countries and new people. 
You will acquire confidence in yourselves that will 
. add to your happiness and make 'you better men 
-and women. You should also cultivate definite 
hobbies. Nature is so plentiful in our country 
that, with a little endeavour and with a little 
land, all of us may became fine gaedners. Gardening 
.ts a great hobby. To assist in any manner in the 
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■creation of the beauty in flowers and leaves andriruits- 
is great happiness. It will add to the stock pf your 
knowledge. Incidentally, it will make you do physical 
"Work in your own gardens- No i enthusiastic gardener 
can help this. It is good for your bodies. I would also 
suggest that, as many of you as can, should cultivate 
the hobby of music, vocal or instrument,' All of us 
■arc gifted with that talent. But I am told that a good 
•number of us can learn music, vocal or instrumenml* 
"with endeavour and application. Music hath charms 
to sooth the savage beast. Life can be made more 
tolerable even for the most unhappy among us with a 
little music thrown in. Music, as a social factor, has 
limitless possibilities. The rich store of our folk-songs 
-and folk- dances lies almost unexplored. Our educa- 
tion, to-day. especially of the young ones, is often drab 
•and lifeless, because music is not assigned its proper 
■place Life in our country is not so sweet as it may 
ke or as it was, because music has not yet come by its 
I recognise that there is a passion often un- 
healthy, to listen to music from others, of almost any 
kind. But the true enjoyment of music which belongs 
to a cultured mind is yet to be created among us. ^ 
*hould musically educate ourselves to appreciate good 
music, more, we should learn the art of communal sing- 
ing- . In the West, it is very usual to sec hundreds, and 
*oaetimc3 thousands of people, men, women .and child- 
tinging popular songs together, with a striking unity 
Purpose and of voice. . We need to cultiv-atc that 
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-communal singing in out country. 

You can think, for yourselves, of other hobbies.. 
I need not mention them to you. But before leaving 
this subject, I should like to commend to all' of 
you one need which you must always fulfil, viz.^ 
to be, and to appear clean in your bodies, in youf 
ctothes, and in your habits. We in India, have- 
been rightly famed through the ages of our-’ 
personal cleanliness. It is a rich heritage, I want' to- 
conserve it, develop it, and hand it down lintarni'-^ 
shed, to those who come after you. But this is onljr 
a part of the picture- The other and the more import 
tant pare is how to keep our country clean. Thanks,, 
to the sun and to plentiful water, most of the year 
our villages have not all of them been' spoiled. ' But" 
our towns including the city of Madras, have 't6*^ 
wage a perpetual warfare everyday, between the- 
habits of our people and the municipal services. Our- 
streets and our lanes are a standing disgrace co us- 
I speak frankly, because I feel strongly. We who- 
claim to be educated must set a better example. The- 
habits of throwing rubbish into , the 'streets at alt 
hours, and of fouling them in a manner which I dare " 
not describe here, are as much' standing in the way 
of OUT development, as anything else. There can be no 
higher mission or greater work before you,' than to 
develop the sanitary and the civic conscience of our 
people. It is 'hard, often thankless, work. But the 
reward is gieat— beautiful cities and towns where-’ 



227: 


men, women, and childien can live moral, healthy 
lives. , . 

In order to do all this, however, you must become 
TvcU'cquippcd not only in body, as I have told you 
already, but in mind. A vacant, un receptive mind 
has yet done nothing for itself or for others, I want 
you all to ^tudy wide and deep to acquire knowledge, 
habits of careful thought and above all a capacity for 4 
intellectual honesty and courage. There is too much 
of the praise of youth, as mere youth. But all being 
ate young. The greatness of men is that he can 
develop himself, to an almost infinite extent. ‘ Youth 
is the most appropriate time for that expansion. I 
would appeal to you to make the best of your opportu- 
nities. You must cultivate bc-times the habit of study. 
Books arc the best companions. They give you all the 
information you want. To-day even among the educa- 
ted classes, there is very little of actual study of 
serious books going on. Most of them read, only news- 
papers in a scrappy manner. The rich realms of Ittc- 
raturc in Sanskrit, Tamil, Telugu and English arc before 
you. I want you to roam in those realms, thereby 
you will make your lives richer and fuller, and you will 
become better, more useful, and more efficient 
citizens. 

Incidentally I should like you to leam Hindi or 
Hindustani, which is bound to he the lingua franca 
of India. We shall require to learn English far many 
years to come, till Hindi takes its place, and even 
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after that- as ' a ' useful raodem’ language. But' Indian' 
Nationality can never become real or full, until. we' 
have a common Indian Languag^e. Hindustani is 
pre-eminently* fitted to take that place, ^ If you. take 
' to Hindustani early enough, you will learn it. ' ■ ‘ 

While you are young, many problems will face you ' 
•which you must try and solve to the best' of your • 
ability, especially in the social arid the religious* 
spheres. Religion is neither taught nor learnt.-' 'In the 
•words of Swami Vivekananda, ft is a matter of being ' 
and becoming. I have no desire to inflict a xengious' ' - 
sermon on you. It is easy to be agnostic, perhaps ' 
easier to be athestic. I wOuM only Beg, of you to 
study your religious books carefully and prayerfully, to 
think of these problems earnestly, and to come to 
tentative conclusions which you should ' continually ' 
verify by your own experiences, I have often felt that 
it -wiir be a very human and a very enlightening 
document, if we can get individuals to put down in' 
•writing their religious beliefs and experiences. I can 
<)nly commend to you the method of continual intro- 
spection, and of faith where you cannot prove. Life 
and death are too mysterious to be explained on mere 
material hypothesis. Truci religion is' wholly consistent 
with true service to humanity. Each one of you muse 
•find the synthesis', • -• ’* 

In the social sphere, you will find many ^problems' ‘ 
which you would like to solve ^ by radical methods.' 1' 
on give no categorical answer to these problems. The 
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•problems .of marriage, of property, and one. social 
.adjustment are many and complex, and each nation 
!has evolved its own solution through the ages. 'No 
hdtion can claim the monopoly of having solved them 
wisely and soundly. We must readjust our society, 
but let us never forget that imitation is death, and 
(that material prosperity is not the sole test for -da 
society’s successr Bearing these facts in mind, I 
should like you to discuss these problems among 
yourselves with sincerity and earnestness. 

The phrase "Social Service" is to-day very much- 
in the air. It connotes an excellent idea. It is good 
that young men and young -women should feel for 
those, less fortunate than they, and should desire to 
do‘ Something to make the world a better place than 
they find it. But you must develop the necessary 
equipment for this service, lest you do more harm 
than good. The poor in all countries, and especially 
in ours, arc very sensitive. If you desire to serve 
them, you must become one of them. I can give you 
no better example of this quiet and useful social 
work than that done by my friends, Mr. 'P. N. 
Sankaranarayana Aiyar and Srimati G. Visalakshx in 
Gokulam and in Aydhya Kuppam. Moreover, social 
se^ice may well begin at home. There is an idea 
abroad, among our young women, that, because they 
go to school or college, it is beneath their dignity to 
assist their mothers or their sisters in their' domestic 
■wotk. That is a false and mischievous idea. If you 
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desire to learn to, do real social service, please 'begin 
at home, and help those who are nearest and dearest 
to you, in sharing the drudgery of ,home work, and 
then you will learn ‘ the sweetness , of • real social 
service. ,• ' 

I have not so far touched on one of the most - 
difficult contemporary problems facing the Youth in 
India to* day, vij,, the attitude of youth towards his 
country. I unhesitatingly ask you all to be patriotic, 
and to love your country passionately. ‘ I realise the 
limits of political and economic nationalism. I realise 
the horrors of war, but I also realise that . unless India 
becomes free and self-governing she cannot make her 
legitimate contribution to peace on earth and good will 
to all men. It is, therefore, right that all of you should 
concentrate your efforts on helping India to attain 
her freedom. To those of you, , however, who are 
students, I have one word to say. To those who arc 
undergraduates, I respectfully suggest that the best 
service they can do for their country is , to concentrate 
upon their study and upon their play, so that they 
may develop sound minds in sound bodies. They 
should, of course, keep their ear and eyes open, discuss 
among themselves contemporary political questions, 
and exercise their patriotism in legitimate ways, like 
the cultivation of Swadeshi. But it is good for them 
and for active politics, that they should keep away 
from it, until they finish their study. The problem is 
different with those of you who arc graduates. You 
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.-onust make up your mind whether you . arc going to 
pursue your study, or take to politics. Make your 
choice but stick to it. Do not try to do botb- .Air 
this, however, is subject to the ruling exception viz,, 
;that, in days of great political excitement, students 
^iU "be students alt over the world. 

The Madras University is trying to build up'. a 
TJnion. I strongly commend the activities of the 
Union to the attention of students in Madras, esped- 
-ally its activity as a Parliament, where young men and 
young women may cultivate and develop their power 
-of expression, of organisation, and of clean and bold 
■thinking on contemporary problems. The Oxford 
Union is rightly famous for its work in ^these dircc- 
itions. In all democracies and in Indian democracy, 
the power of fluent, accurate and effective expression 
Js to be very great. Democracy means Government 
Ijy discussion. Discussion involves the power • of 
.expression. Only those who cannot speak affect. to 
-despise that art. U you desire to play leading parts 
in the public life of your country, I want you to culti*' 
wate this habit of expression. ■ 

But more important than this, is the capacity for 
-clear and bold thinking on contemporary problems. 
Thanks to the Indian National Congress, to Mahatma 
•Gandhi, and many others, people to*day in India have 
Tearnt and arc learning the art of thinking and speaking 
"boldly, though it may offend the powers that be. But 
'ihe more difficult and the more necessary art of thinlc- 
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^ing and speaking boldly, in spite of what is believed to 
'^‘bc’“p<jpular opinion/* has yet to be cultivated. No man 
' can be a leader in a democracy, unless he faithfully 
, -echoes public opinion. But he is a poor leader who- 
4 never makes up his mind, and is content to be a mirror 
of others’ opinions. Even popularity is not an end in, 
itself, tit is only a means to an end. I would, there* 
fore, beg of you, to train yourselves to give a correct 
lead to your country men, even if it happens to- 
' involve Io5S of popularity for the time being. The 
phenomenal success of Mahatma Gandhi is due to this- 
> great trait in him and we should be poor followers of 
• the Mahatma, if wc do not follow him in this. 

I have no desire to deal with contemporary 
Indian politics in this address of mine, I only desire 
- to say that those of us who claim to be self-respecting' 
Indians can have no lesser ambition for our country,, 
than that she should be free and self-governing, even 
-as other countries are. Let us also realise thatfrec- 
*dom demands its price. When I was in England in- 
1019, I visited many homes and in almost every home,, 
at least one man had died in the war, or been maimed 
or disabled for life. That was the price. England- 
paid for her freedom once more, and, unless ‘every 
••Indian home is trained to give its price for India's- 
•freedom, it must remain a phrase. The fault is not 
‘ -in our 'stars but in us, that we ate thus and thus. 
-The Commandarim Chief said the other day ' in the* 
Council of State, **£ venture to suggest in all humility,. 
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’tliat'if Iri’diari politicians will pay less attention to- 
'providing scats for Muslims, Siklis, Hindus and 
'untoucliables' and pay more attention to making 
India a' Nation, it will immediately reduce the' cost 
of, Indian, defence. If I remove one battalion of 
internal troops, immediately, there is a protest from 
,thc Provincial Government. We have to see tfaa^ 
•people do not get at each others’ throats.” This is- 
very humiliating but I am afriad very i true. 

But, more than all this, there is one contribution' 
which youth alone can make to the building of the 
Nation. Older men have become too infected with 
that poison, to give any hopes for us- Youth alone 
can save the nation from this poison. There can be 
no Indian Nation if we continue to think of ourselves 
as Hindus, Mussalmans, Non-Brahmins. High class or 
Low class. These social distinctions may have their 
place in domestic life. But unless caste and birth are 
eliminated as factors in public life, there is no hope- 
for this nation. Let us also remember that the whole 
includes the part> and that until and unless the Indian' 
Nation becomes free, self-governing and happy, no part 
.thereof can really progress. All communal awards, 
and settlements are miserable attempts to keep thc- 
Nation from its heritage, and to make as quarrel over 
trifles, forgetting the main goal. Youth must taka' it 
its gospel to annihilate cbmmunalism from -public 
'life.' ' You can annihilate it, however, 'only if you 
annihilate it in your own hearts. I want you all to. 
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think of yourselves as youug men and women of -India, 
-and not as belonging to this caste or that caste, to this 
-community or that community. Habit will make this 
•easy, and ycur example may yet save the nation, < 

I will now conclude with an^ exhoration to yon. 
Tn the crucial years of the war between 1914 and 1918, 
the young men and the young i:*'omcn of great Britain 
threw themselves heart and soul into the war, and 
several of them made the supreme sacrifice, with those 
inspiring words on their lips, “who lives if England 
•dies ? Who dies if England lives ?'* I can give you no 
more inspiring words. In all 'that you do now and 
hereafter keep these words on your lips, and in your 
hearts, and you will never go -wrong. » “Who lives if 
India dies ? Who dies if India lives ? " 

(4) 


* Youth is essentially the period of highest activity 
■and noblest aspirations. It is the transitional time 
when the emotions of a tender age blend harmonious- 
ly with the judgmant of a dawning adolescence. 
•Common aspirations enlivening their conduct impart 
ti tone of fellowship and brotherhood rarely experi- 
■enced in any other stag? of life. Therefore it is that 
•the youth movement seeks to interpret and express 
the longings of the younger generation of our coUnar 
men, to take an active part in our national struggle. 


• Mr. Tr5viVr»tn* >*elcome Addffii ft 

Youlh Conference held on lC»b Feb. 1929 m Cokirnlc IfeH, Mtdrt*. 
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to contribute that measure of support and to develop 
sit the same time that spirit of understanding , -vs hich 
-will bring harmony and efficiency into persona!/ social 
^nd international relations. 

The newly awahened youth have begun to realise 
•more than ever that for long ages a peculiarly unpro* 
ductivc, irrational turn had been given to their train- 
ing and conduct. Free thinking, independent judg- 
ment and an unoppressed view of life had been denied 
to them because of established usage, hoary, tradition, 
Superstitious sentiments or a so-called elderly guidance* 
It is their challenge to convention and dogma that 
rforms the soul and substance of their conduct and 
behaviour. The more objectively and analytically the 
“Sentiments of the new youth movement are translated 
into action, the more effectively would they function 
in their liberating purpose. The spirit and vitality of 
youth must not only be conserved but also directed 
into fruitful channels of humanistic endeavour. , 
The chairman, remarked that it was not at all in 
the interest of the nation to advise the students to 
remain, away from active political life. He said "it 
-dcvclves on the youths to put forth the best of their 
talent and energy towards the task of reconstructing 
<3ur political fabric and towards achieving for India 

-xespected place in the comity of nations " 

*' Young India must today judge for herself / her 
•destination and destiny. Schemes of political advance- 
ment are kept - before the country advocating different ■ 
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moHes of national emancipation. To my mind, there is. 
piic and ohly one ideal that ^ust 'guide our aspirations, 
and' influence upon our conduct. We ' find ourselves 
today not merely as the inheritors of a rich and anci* 
ent' culture but also as participants in - an enlarged 
life of humanity seeking place, co’ntcncment and pros- 
perity. Isolated life of India as such would imperial 
her fututc and stay back her precious contribution 
in the worlds' higher life An indispensable condition 
to this flowering of her genius is freedom- So long as 
she lives a humiliated and emasculated career bjr 
remaining in subjection deprived of those inalienable 
rights of directing and shaping her destinies, that 
genius cannot blossom ^nd thus cannot contribute to- 
wards the common riches of world culture. Her sub- 
jection is not only a national calamity but also a world 
disaster awaiting immediate redemption.” 

15) 

When we are co*day face to face with a great 
national struggle, advice is being given by some elders 
that students should eschew politics completely. If 
students should’ eschew it altogether, they wilt not be 
fit for any work. By entering into politics, I do not 
mean that when you arc in colleges, when you arc 
trying to pass examinations, you should become active 
politicians with us and that you should get into the 

•Maxlrai YouihConffrence w«* held on ihe JCih Febnury 1929 in* 
CoM«{e fr»», Madr»i, Mr. T. l*Tokastm, in (be courts bw Preil- 
tlentUt Addreti, taid. 
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icated and excited. atmosphere of the presen C.politicat; 
^agitation always. Politics is nothing if ’ you are . ignore 
rant people. It implies full knowledge of the condir - 
tion of one’s own country, if not the conditions of the 
outside world when I am addressing you on the ques- 
tion of politics, it is my desire ' that no student should 
be ignorant of the political and the economic condi-. 
tiotis of the country : why should we find so much 
depression all around, in the Youth conferences or 
in other Political conferences ? 

The problem of the day is unemployment. What is 
it due to ? When we appeal to you to be patriotic, 
to come and join the demonstrations, why should 
there be any trouble? If you have known the condi-' 
tions of the country, if you have been taught in the 
schools and colleges anything of the economic condi- 
tions of your country, anything of the political working 
• of, the constitutions of your country, there is no need 
today to appeal to the youths of the country. If ' 
.you have been studying about the revenue which thc!^ 
Government takes from the people, from the students^ 
for educational purposes and how much of the reve- 
nues are being utilized for the legitimate purposes Sf 
education, or cultivation and developing the indust- 
ries, there would have been no difficulty bn such 
occasions as these. If you had known that when ’a’'* 
.sum, neatly twenty crofes is collected from a paiticulai 
area and that only about half a cfore had been spent 
:for the benefit of that area during the' last 30 years,' 
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there would have been *no trouble when such’ appeals 
^xe being made to the youths of the country and to the:, 
masses. Last year and the’year before there was a fight 
between the Government of India and the elected re- 
presentatives with regard to the exchange question,, 
whether the ratio should be 1 sh. 6 d. or 1 sh, 4d. Tbe- 
Govemment has managed ' to get a' success on that 
question. The loss sustained by the poor people and 
by our tradesmen is extending ' annually over more 
than one hundred ctorcs. We have ajlowed and our 
leaders have committed serious errors in the past. There 
was for us an occasion to collect a crore of rupeesi and 
if that had been spent in establishing one Central 
National Institute, where real education could be 
given to all students, we would have been able to- 
do some service to the motherland. What is it that- 
you are doing to solve the unemployment problem ?■ 
The Government is not interested in doing anything, 
in this direction. You have to face and solve the 
problem. You would have been able t a solve it, if you 
had been given the right education, and if you had 
been rold how many employments arc there under the. 
Government, If you bad known the real state of 
affairs, you would have been thinking for yourselves 
even while studying in schools and colleges abcut 
your future careers. That is not the case now, Tiose 
friends of mine who non co'opcrated and have suffered 
miserably are again compelled by circumstances to 
core back end join the colleges today. That i» 
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because they had no right education^ I do not really 
landerstand why the Government should have/ the 
pidity;ta* propound rules for the guidance of the 
conduct of young men, when they do not take the. 
Icast possible interest to sec that the young men are 
provided for when they had passed out of the colleges. 
The present system of^ education has only made all 
us fit for clerks' places. Politics, those people might 
not touch you. I only wish there is an opportunity for 
students to learn politics, and there is an institution, 
where the young men should be taught all that ts' 
required for the equipment of their future lines. How 
else can you be fit ? To say that students should 
not know anything of politics is, in my opinion very* 
wrong. I would call it a crime to keep students in 
the constitution of their country. The unemployment 
question come* because you have been kept away' 
from the knowledge required of you. * 

1 do not agree with the sentiments expressed in 
the Presidential address given to another section of thc- 
Youth two days ago. Hts advice was that students- 
should not get into politics, should not do anything-, 
which would displease the Government and the 
University authorities while giving that advice be askedi 
those very students* to present a welcome address to^ 
the Simon Commission. If it was his real belief that 
the students should have nothing to do with, polftics-- 
and that they should take his advice seriously, is ' 
it right that he should calLupon them, to get into thc- 
worR: possible matter of the boycott of the Simon, 
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•Commission -and ^miJucei them to draft anri address 
when the.wIiMe^ountiyJs against that commission ? 
This is a clear .proof ; that it is absolutely necessary 
' that theyj should know and enter politics, if not always 
at least on occasions like this when the unwanted * 
commission is coming among us. 

'1 •. ' '( 6 ) ; ~ . 

"As in my literary works you ‘ will find , problems 
• but no solutions, so also in my address you will find 
problem but no answer. It is for the Youth Associa- 
tions to furnish , an answer. This is* the principle 
-feature of my address. ,Let one thing.be v. clear ,at the • 
outset that an Youth Association is at least partly 
-concerned with politics, it is no use denying. This 
is one of its functions. The Bengal Pr^incial Con- 
ference is going to meet here two days hence. Whien 
the objective of both these bodies is about . the same, 
"what is the necessity of holding the separate Youth" 

' Conference ? Though the two bodies have much the 
same exterior, when we look from inside the differ- 
ence is very great indeed. The Congress f is old like 
I myself. The Youth Conference is young and pure hot 
blood still flows down its arteries, as it were. The 
Congress is the true resort of brainy men, lawyers and 
experienced politicians but the youth' 'association - 
is built up by intense earnestness and' devotion of 

S«rat Ch*ndr« Chatterjer, the grcMt Bengali jiojy«writer 
jind ntnehit, maJe tiicte ohitrvjiionf in the eoune tsT hii l'ff»»d«itial 
.»d4rru *l the i^njal IVorincJa) Youth Conference held «t Uangp»»<' 
on JkUrch 19, 1929. 
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youtl^. The former is guided hy acute wordly Tvisdcm, 
the other is propelled bv naturnl spontaneity of life. 
That is why the independence re-olufion which was 
passed at the Madras Congress as a result of agitation 
?nd excitement was neither tru? nor natural Owing 
to this reason it did not endure, Before a year passed, 
it was nullified Ihe Calcutta Congress once again 
demanded dominion status instead ■ f independence, 
but the younger generation did not heed it- 

Whenever I glance, I behold the redrays of yonrh- 
ful regeneration. Not only in politics but in social 
and economic sphere, there is a new awakening. Thev 
are now realising that without this welhnigh insolu- 
ble problems of the world can never solved. The 
older generation sometimes reprimand them and s.tv 
to the youth that hev ^re inexperienced- Why do 
not the youths say in reply that their revolt is against 
the so-called experience 

But let me not be misundeistoid. The Congress 
is only the national institution which docs not sub 
mit ro insult and opinion In 1921, the Congress adop 
red non-violent non co* operation, the soul of which was 
Khadi and Charkha and Swaraf was promised by the 
31st December. Inspiration came from outside ^engal 
but the number of men who went to fail, the quantity 
of Khaddar and the number of Charkhas and the num- 
ber of sacrifices made in Bengal were without a parallel 
in fndia. How was this possible ? Because, in all 
probability except the Punjab, no other province can 


claim to a parr of great love whicii the Bengal youths 
cherish far the country. That is why the “Bande* 
raataram” emanated from Bengal and in Bengal was 
born the great soul Deshbandhu* 

The onjy hope lay in the youth of the country. 
They shouli take a leaf out of the anti-partition ;agita 
tion when Bengal was entirely dependent on herself. 
The Political leaders might claim Swaraj on the basis of, 
the misdeeds of the bureaucracy dur/ng the last 1*50 
years. But the youths had a different stanci-po nt. They 
would prefer 'independen ‘e to a dependent heavenly 
kingdom To attain freedom, the price would have to 
be paid. Only the blood of Youth could furnish that 
price. In cverv country in the world the youths had 
achieved freed Jtn. There could be no exception in the 
case of India. , 

There was one word whjcli was floating in this 
atmosphere of India, namely, revolutjon. He wanted 
the youngmen to remember thar in no country did the 
people seek revolution for the sake of revolurion, Beal 
revolution was in the soul of an individual Political 
revolution was possible only when the ground bad 
been prepare! by revolutionising the merciless society, 
a loveless religion, existing communal and cistc rela- 
tions, economic inectushty and heartless treatment to- 
wards worn Mhood. If any of them ad a revolution- 
ary I'cnt. they would not probably like his words 



